IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR ESCAMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA

STATE OF FLORIDA,
Plaintiff,

V. Case No.: 2009-CF-3249C

LEONARD P. GONZALEZ, JR.,
Defendant.

DEFENSE EXHIBIT LIST [Filing 2 of 3]
COMES NOW the defendant, Leonard P. Gonzalez, Jr., by and through undersigned
counsel and hereby gives notice of the exhibits that he intends to present at his evidentiary hearing
to be scheduled:

CLAIM 1 - EXHIBITS

A) PNJ - Library Articles

B) Curriculum Vitae for Dr. Edward J. Bronsoﬁ.

O) Report and Evaluation of Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Jr. by Dr. Edward J. Bronson.
D) Media Reports

E) Media Reports (July - September, 2009)

F) Media Reports (October - December, 2009)

G) Media Reports (2010)

CLAIM 2 - EXHIBITS

H) Report from Dr. Mark Cunningham

CLAIM 3 - EXHIBITS

D Correspondence Re: Escambia County Sheriff’s Office



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on February 15, 2016, I electronically filed the foregoing with
the Clerk of the Court by using the CM/ECF system which will send a notice of electronic filing
to: the Honorable Nickolas P. Geeker (keri.igney@F1Courtsl.gov, and Kasey.watson@
FLCourtsl.gov), Berdene Beckles, Assistant Attorney General (Berdene.Beckles@
myfloridalegal .com and capapp@myftloridalegal.com), John A. Molchan, Assistant State
Attorney, (jmolchan@ sa0l.org and wsmith@sa01l.org). Served by U.S. Mail to Leonard P.
Gonzalez, Jr., DOC# 768915, Union Correctional Institution, 7819 NW 288th Street, Raiford, FL

32026.

/s/ Eric C. Pinkard

Eric C. Pinkard

Florida Bar No.651443

Chief Assistant CCRC

CAPITAL COLLATERAL REGIONAL
COUNSEL-MIDDLE REGION

12973 N Telecom Parkway

Temple Terrace, Florida 33637

813-558-1600

Pinkard@ccmr.state.fl.us

Support@ccmr.state.fl.us
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EXHIBIT B

(Curriculum Vitae for Dr. Edward J.
Bronson and List of Articles/New Journal)



Curriculum Vita

October 2015
Edward J. Bronson Professor Emeritus, Political Science, Public Law
Home Office: 2086 Vallombrosa Ave. California State University, Chico
Chico, CA 95926 e-mail: ebronson@csuchico.edu

(530) 343-6653

EDUCATION Ph.D., Political Science (Public Law), University of Colorado, 1972
’ LL.M., New York University, 1961
B.S., J.D., University of Denver, 1957, 1959

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Professor of Political Science, Public Law, California State University,

Chico, since 1969 (now Emeritus)
Courses: Constitutional Law, Administration of Justice, Legal Analysis

University of Colorado
Visiting Assistant Professor, Spring 1972. Teaching Associate/Instructor, 1965-69

University of Alaska, Anchorage
Visiting Scholar, Spring 1981

College of Micronesia
Visiting Scholar, Spring and Summer 1978

Visiting Scholar, Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, 2000

Center for Judiciary Studies, Ministry of Justice, Lisbon, Portugal
Fulbright Scholar, Researcher and Lecturer, Spring 1992

OTHER TEACHING (summer teaching and other programs)

School of Law, University of Santa Clara, 1991, 1983, 1979, 1975, 1974
Constitutional Law, Jurisprudence, Legal Analysis (CLEO)

School of Law, Univ of San Francisco, 1990, 1982. Jurisprudence, Legal Analysis (CLEO)

Hastings College of Law, University of California, 1989. Legal Writing (CLEO)
La Raza LEOP, 1976. Constitutional Law, Legal Analysis

School of Law, University of San Diego, 1988, 1987. Jurisprudence, Legal Analysis (CLEO)



University of California School of Law, Berkeley, 1986, 1984
Jurisprudence, Legal Analysis (CLEO)

California Western School of Law, 1985. Jurisprudence, Legal Analysis (CLEO)

Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands; Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands; and Ponape, Federated States of Micronesia; 2002, 2000, 1994, 1987, 1979,
1978, 1977. Program Director; taught Constitutional Law, Legal Writing and Analysis

Justice Center, University of Alaska, Anchorage, 1982, 1981, 1980
Program Director; Constitutional Law

School of Law, University of Puget Sound (now Seattle), 1981. Constitutional Law,
Jurisprudence (CLEQO)

School of Law, University of California, Los Angeles, 1977. Legal Analysis (CLEO)

Third World Studies Institute. New College of Law, 1977. Constitutional Law, Legal
Analysis

Cal Northern School of Law. Former Academic Advisor to Board of Directors;
currently on Board of Trustees, taught Constitutional Law

PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS

Change of Venue, with J. Philipsborn, Ch. 15, in California Criminal Law: Procedure &
Practice, 1995-2014 ed.; Berkeley: Continuing Education of the Bar, California

Pretrial and Trial Publicity, with J. Philipsborn, Ch. 14, in California Criminal Law: Procedure &
Practice, 1995-2014 eds.; Berkeley: Continuing Education of the Bar, California

Change of Venue Declaration in United States of America v. Dzhokhr A. Tsarnaev in
Boston, 2015 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus. L.A.: California Attorneys for
Qriminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Underlying Factors to Consider When Deciding Whether to File for a Change of Venue,
2014 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus. L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal
Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Sample Declaration in Support of Motion to Change Venue (U.S. v. Mitchell), in Krauss,
et al. (Eds.), Jurywork: Systematic Techniques 2012-15, Thomson Reuters

Declaration on a Change of Venue in the Night Stalker Case, 2013 Capital Case Defense
Seminar Syllabus. L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public
Defenders Association




Elements of a Change of Venue Motion in California: A Brief Primer, 2012 Capital
Case Defense Seminar Syllabus, Sacramento: California Attorneys for Criminal
Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Analyzing Pretrial Publicity in the New Media Universe, published as part of the
national meeting of American Society of Trial Consultants, Seattle (2011)

Some Alternatives to Consider in Dealing with a High Profile Case, 2011 Capital
Case Defense Seminar Syllabus, Sacramento: California Attorneys for Criminal
Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Some Thoughts on a Change of Venue Motion, Capital Trial Advocacy Program, The Center
for American and International Law, Plano, Texas, 2010

Based on What You Know... : Race. Prejudgment, and the Death Penalty, with R. Ross,
Public Opinion Pros, July 2007 (selected for publication by editors from among papers
presented at national meeting of AAPOR)

Support for the Death Penalty When Knowing the Defendant’s Race, with R. Ross,
presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research, Anaheim, 2007

True Feelings: Strength of Opinion of Those Who Support the Death Penalty, with R.
Ross, Public Opinion Pros, July 2006 (selected for publication by editors from among
papers presented at national meeting of AAPOR)

Severance, in W. Rountree (Ed.), Jurywork: Systematic Techniques (3d ed.), New
York: Clark Boardman, 2006 ed., now in 2014-15 edition, Thomson Reuters

Strength of Opinion in Death Penalty Decisions: An Investigation of Death Qualification on
Producing Pro-Prosecution Attitudes and Unrepresentativeness of Juries in Capital Cases, with
R. Ross, presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research, Montreal, 2006

Severance of Defendants in Capital Trials, 2006 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus.
Sacramento: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Assn.

Death Penalty, in E. Krauss & B. Bonora (Eds.), with D. Logan. Jurywork: Systematic
Techniques (2nd ed.), New York: Clark Boardman, 1987-2005 eds, , 2006 ed., W.
Rountree (Ed.), now in 2014-15 edition, Thomson Reuters

Change of Venue in Civil Cases, presented at national meeting of American Society of
Trial Consultants, Austin, 2006

Standards for Survey Research in Connection with Motions to Change Venue, with R.
Dillehay, E. Krauss, S. Macpherson, American Society of Trial Consultants, revised
for adoption at 2006 national meeting




The Effects of Race on the Prejudgment of Guilt and Penalty in 60 Venue Surveys,
with R. Ross, presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research,
Nashville, 2003

The Media and Pre-Trial Prejudice, presented at national meeting of American Society
of Trial Consultants, Reno, 2003

Size of the Community As a Factor in Change of Venue: When a Large Community
Becomes Small for Purposes of Venue. Originally published in California State
University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1999. Also published in “Jury Reforms and
Innovations, The American Society of Trial Consultants 2003; also in 2000 Capital Case

- Defense Seminar Syllabus. L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California
Public Defenders Association

Some Notes on Waiting Until Voir Dire to Decide Whether to Grant a Change of Venue: Bad
Law, Bad Social Science, 2003 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus. Sacramento:
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Exploring the Standards for Prejudice from Pretrial Publicity. 2003, 2002 Capital Case
Defense Seminar Syllabus, L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and
California Public Defenders Association

Guidelines for Survey Research in Connection with Motions to Change Venue, updated 2002
from Proposed Minimum Standards for Survey Research in Connection with Motions to
Change Venue, with S. Macpherson, E. Krauss, R. Dillehay. Court Call, Journal of the American
Society of Trial Consultants, Spring 1998; republished as part of Code of Professional Standards,
American Society of Trial Consultants, 2003; also printed in Change of Venue, in E. Krauss & B.
Bonora (Eds.), with D. Logan. Jurywork: Systematic Techniques (2nd ed.). Ch. 7. New York:
Clark Boardman, 1999 rev.

A Declaration on Sealing the Grand Jury Transcript and on a Possible Change of Venue,
The 2002 CACJ/CPDA Capital Case Seminar Electronic Syllabus

Survey Data to Support a Change of Venue: How Much Prejudice Does It Take? with R. Ross.
California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1998; also published as How Much
Prejudice Does It Take for a Change of Venue? in 2001 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus.
L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Assn.

The Effects of Race on the Prejudgment of Guilt and Penalty in 20 Venue Surveys, with R. Ross,
presented at VIIIth Conference of International Society for Justice Research, International
Society for Justice Research, Tel Aviv, 2000

A Meta-Analysis of the Effect of the Race of the Defendant and Victim on the Prejudgment
of Guilt and Penalty by Whites and Blacks in the Jury Pool, with R. Ross, presented at
American Association for Public Opinion Research, Portland, 2000, published as part of
California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 2000




Gender and Salience As Factors in Jury Pool Bias: A Preliminary Investigation, with R.
Ross, presented at panel at Southwestern Political Science Assn, San Antonio,1999,
published as part of California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1999

Minimum Standards for Venue Surveys, presenter, organizer and chair of panel at
American Association for Public Opinion Research, St. Louis, 1998

Measuring Prejudice in Venue Surveys: How Much Is Enough? with R. Ross,
presented at panel, Surveys and the Courts, at American Association for Public
Opinion Research, St. Louis, 1998

Chair, Plenary Session, The Death Penalty in America; presenter, The Continuing
Impact of Race in the Administration of the Death Penalty, VIIth Conference of
International Society for Justice Research, Denver, 1998

Discriminatory Charging of the Death Penalty: A Modest Proposal, 1998 Capital Case
Defense Seminar Syllabus. L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and
California Public Defenders Association

Jury Selection in High-Profile Cases: The Perverse Effects of Voir Dire, with R. Ross,
California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1997

Declaration in Support of a Motion for Discovery on Arbitrary Charging of the Death
Penalty, 1997 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus. L.A.: California Attorneys for
Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Developing Standards for Change of Venue Surveys, panel at Midwest Association for
Public Opinion Research, Chicago, 1997 (convener of panel)

Jury Selection in High Profile Cases: The Perverse Effects and Limitations of Voir
Dire, with R. Ross, presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research,
Norfolk, 1997, organizer of panel: The Change of Venue in High Profile Cases:
Measuring Prejudice and Its Impact on the Jury

Political Process and Race in the Administration of the Death Penalty, presented at VIth
Conference of International Society for Justice Research, Potsdam, FRG, 1997

Prejudgment in High-Profile Cases: A Preliminary Analysis of the Relative Importance
of Print Versus Flectronic Sources of Information, and Its Implications, with R. Ross,
California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1996, presented as

Prejudgment in High-Profile Cases: A Meta-Analysis of the Relative Importance of
Print Versus Electronic Sources of Information, at American Association for Public
‘Opinion Research, Salt Lake City, 1996




Race in the Courtroom: It’s More Than the “N” Word, California Death Penalty
Defense Manual (1996 ed.). L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and
California Public Defenders Association

Declaration on Discriminatory or Arbitrary Imposition of the Death Penalty, California
Death Penalty Defense Manual (1996 ed.). L.A.: California Attorneys for
Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

The Meaning of Life: Why Capital Jurors Choose Death. California State University,
Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1995

Severance of Co-Defendants in Capital Cases: Some Empirical Evidence, 21 Forum 52
(1994). (Also published in California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1994.)

Fatal Misconception: Convincing Capital Jurors That LWOP Means Forever, with J.
Ramos & J. Sannes-Pond, 21 Forum 42 (1994)

The Effectiveness of Voir Dire in Discovering Prejudice in High-Publicity Cases: An
Archival Study of the Minimization Effect, California State University, Chico
Discussion Paper Series, 1989. Also published as The Effectiveness of Voir Dire in
Discovering Prejudice in High Publicity Cases: A Case Study of the Minimization Effect
in 20th Anniversary Celebration Seminar. California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, 1993

A Practical Approach to Researching and Presenting the Basis for a Change of Venue
Motion, with J. Philipsborn & Q. Denvir. California Death Penalty Defense Manual
(1993 ed.). L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public
Defenders Association

Change of Venue in the California Courts: What They Say and What They Do,
California State University, Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1992. Also published in
Proceedings of the Annual Meetings, American Political Science Association 1992.
Also published as The California Appellate Courts and the Change of Venue: Politics
in Search of Law in 20th Anniversary Celebration Seminar. California Attorneys for
Criminal Justice, 1993

Exposing the Capital Defendant to Jurors Biased by Prejudicial Pretrial Publicity: The
Fruit of the Poisoned Pen, panel presentation on Pretrial Publicity and the Capital Juror
in Symposium, Justice and the Capital Juror, IVth Conference of International Society
for Justice Research, University of Trier, FRG, 1993

Change of Venue in the California Courts: What They Say and What They Do,”
presented at national meeting, American Political Science Association, Chicago, 1992

Justice in the Era of the High-Profile Defendant: Will a Change of Venue Help? presented at
national meeting, American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C.,1991,
published as part of Proceedings of the Annual Meetings, American Political Science




Association 1991. Nominated by Section on Law and Courts for the Pi Sigma Alpha
Award for best paper at annual meeting. Also published by California State University,
Chico Discussion Paper Series, 1991

Declaration in Support of Motion to Compel Discovery of Death Penalty Charging
Practices, California Death Penalty Defense Manual (1992 ed.). L.A.: California
Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Effective Jury Voir Dire, with Hon. M. Virga, J. Morris, Jr., C. Wieckowski. Tapes
and materials. Berkeley: Continuing Education of the Bar, 1991

California Appellate Decisions Since Maine, in M. Arkelian, Ed., Homicide Defense,
California Public Defenders Association, 1991

Declaration in Support of a Change of Venue Motion, in E. Krauss & B. Bonora,
Eds., Jurywork: Systematic Techniques (2nd ed.) Appendix E-2). New York:
Clark Boardman, 1987, 1989 rev. Reprinted as part of Ch. 7, 1990 rev., 1998 rev.

Does Prejudicial Pretrial Publicity Affect Jurors? A Case Study of the Minimization
Effect, presented at national meeting, Law and Society Association, Madison, 1989

Challenging the Death-Qualifying Voir Dire After Lockhart, in E. Krauss & B. Bonora
Boardman, 1987

Declaration in Support of Proposed Voir Dire Procedures. California Death Penalty
Defense Manual (1987 ed.). L.A.: California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and
California Public Defenders Association

Surveys and the Law, panel at American Statistical Association national meeting,
Las Vegas, 1985

Does the Exclusion of Scrupled Jurors in Capital Cases Make the Jury More Likely to
Convict? Some Evidence from California, 1981 Woodrow Wilson Journal of Law

Measuring the Number of Automatic Death Penalty Jurors: A Response to Hovey
1981. Research monograph submitted to several courts

The Exclusion of Scrupled Jurors in Capital Cases: The California Evidence on
Conviction Proneness and Representativeness, California State University, Chico
Discussion Paper Series, 1979

Trial by Numbers: The LSAT and Cultural Bias, 1977 The Guild Practitioner

On the Conviction Proneness and Representativeness of the Death-Qualified Jury: An
- Empirical Study of Colorado Veniremen, 42 University of Colorado Law Review 1,
1970
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NON-ACADEMIC CONFERENCES & OTHER PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

Publicity and Venue, 2014 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus, Sacramento:
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Publicity and Venue, 2013 Capital Case Defense Seminar Syllabus, Sacramento:
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Elements of a Change of Venue Motion in California: A Brief Primer, 2012 Capital
Case Defense Seminar Syllabus, Sacramento: California Attorneys for Criminal
Justice and California Public Defenders Association

Analyzing Pretrial Publicity in the New-Media Universe, national meeting of American
" Society of Trial Consultants, Seattle (2011)

Some Alternatives to Consider in Dealing with a High Profile Case, Death Penalty
Conference, Monterey (2011)

Some Thoughts on a Change of Venue Motion, Capital Trial Advocacy Program, The Center
for American and International Law, Plano, Texas (2010)

Using Venue and Jury Composition Challenges to Get Better Trial Conditions, Death Penalty
Conference, Monterey (2008)

The Crime Within: Prison Law Symposium, King Hall, University of California, Davis School
of Law (2007)

Federal Death Penalty-Multi-Defendant Cases, Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (2007)

Community Attitude Survey in Civil Cases, national meeting of American Society of Trial
Consultants, Austin (2006)

Severance of Defendants in Capital Trials, Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (2006)

The Media and Pre-Trial Prejudice, national meeting of American Society of Trial
Consultants, Reno (2003)

Free Press vs. Fair Trial, invited presentation, San Diego Psych-Law Association (2002)
The Role of Juries in a Democratic Society, invited presentation for the CNMI Council
for Humanities and the Commonwealth, Supreme Court, Saipan (20002). Also, a

separate invited presentation, Public Funding of Private Schools

Social Science in the Courts: Change of Venue in a High-Profile Case, invited
" presentation at McGeorge School of Law (2002)

Voir Dire Procedure, CLE presentation, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana



Islands, Saipan (2002)

Exploring the Standards for a Change of Venue Motion, Death Penalty Conference,
Monterey (2002)

How Much Prejudice Does It Take for a Change of Venue? Death Penalty
Conference, Monterey (2001)

The Role of the Jury in a Democratic Society, invited presentation at the Public Law Forum,
sponsored by the Northern Marianas Council for the Humanities, Saipan (2000)

Change of Venue Motions, Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (2000)

Venue and Social Science, Visiting Scholar Series, Grant Sawyer Center for Justice
Studies, and Graduate Program in Social Psychology, University of Nevada, Reno (1999)

Discriminatory Charging of the Death Penalty: A Modest Proposal, presentation at
plenary session, Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (1998)

How Size and Nature of the County Affects Venue and Other Issues, presentation in
_panel, Small County Issues, Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (1998)

The Anti-Terrorism Act: Can We Rely on a Politicized State Judiciary? presented in
Symposium, The Politics of Criminal Prosecution, California State University, Chico (1997)

Effective Jury Voir Dire, presentation, Continuing Education of the Bar, Sacramento (1997)

Race in the Courtroom: It’s More Than the “N” Word, presentation at Death Penalty
. Conference, Monterey (1996)

From Oklahoma City to Denver: The Change of Venue in a High-Profile Death Penalty
Case, Public Lecture at University of Colorado School of Law (1996)

Social Science in High-Profile Death Penalty Cases: Examining Pretrial Publicity,
Race, and the Jury, Public Lecture sponsored by Grant Sawyer Center for Justice
Studies, University of Nevada, Reno (1996)

Delegate to First National Conference on Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Bias in the
Courts, National Center for State Courts, Albuquerque (1995) (appointed by Chief
Justice of Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands); Racial
and Ethnic Fairness Subcommittee meeting, California State Team. Los Angeles (1997)

The Meaning of Life: Why Capital Jurors Choose Death, panel presentation on Death
Penalty Justice: Social Science Research and Courtroom Practice, Vth Conference of
* International Society for Justice Research, University of Nevada (1995)
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Effective Jury Voir Dire, presentation, Continuing Education of the Bar, McGeorge
School of Law, Sacramento (1995)

Presenting Social Science Research in Support of Novel Motions and Other Courtroom
Applications, presenter and panel chair, American Society of Trial Consultants,
‘Portland (1994)

The Third Constitutional Convention of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, two public fora sponsored by the Commonwealth Council for the
Humanities, Saipan (1994)

Bold Beginnings for the Defense: Venue and Jury Selection Strategy, address to annual
_meeting, California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, San Francisco (1993)

In Limine and Trial Motions, Death Penalty College, School of Law, University of
Santa Clara (1993)

Lectures given in Portugal during Fulbright Scholar Award: Public Opinion, Media, and
Criminal Justice, university lecture, Centro de Estudos Sociais, Faculdade de Economia,
Universidade de Coimbra, Coimbro, Portugal (1992); Lisbon (1992): Social Science

_Research in the Courts, and The Adversary System of Justice in the United States, lectures
to faculty and student body, Centro de Estudos Judigiarios, Ministério da Justi¢a; The
American Justice System, lecture, Faculdade de Direito de Lisboa, Cidade Universitorio;
Law and Justice in the United States, Juries and Public Opinion, lectures, Instituto Superior
de Ciéncias do Trabalho e da Empresa; The Role of Juries in the Transformation of
Society, lecture, Universidade de Psicologia, Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada

Effective Jury Voir Dire, presentation, Continuing Education of the Bar, McGeorge School
. of Law, Sacramento (1991)

The Change of Venue in California, presentation to California Public Defenders Association
meeting, Homicide Defense, Napa (1991)

Analysis of Media Coverage of Capital Cases, presented at national meeting, Amnesty
International, Chicago (1989)

Social Science Analysis of Pretrial Publicity, at Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (1988)
Venue Issues and Answers, at Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (1988)

Invited speaker, Legal Education Conference, Ponape, FSM (1987)

Change of Venue, panel presentation at Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (1986)

A Matrix Remedy Analysis of Solutions to Hovey, in panel, Jury Selection in Capltal Cases,
Death Penalty Conference, Monterey (1985)
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TESTIFYING & CONSULTING: TRIAL AREAS

VENUE: Expert witness on change of venue motions in 132 cases, testifying (27 times
by declaration) regarding publicity analyses, public opinion surveys, evaluations of
research, and remedies in California (state and federal), Colorado, Florida (federal),
[llinois, Kansas (state and federal court), Massachusetts (federal), Mississippi (federal
and state), Missouri (federal), Montana (federal), Oklahoma (state and federal), Oregon,
Tennessee, Texas, and Utah (federal). (Motion granted in 54 cases.) Consulted on venue
issue in over 200 other cases

Cases in which I have testified or consulted on have included the Oklahoma City bombing case, Boston
Marathon bombing case, Loughner/Tucson assassination case, Holmes/Aurora, Colorado movie theater
slayings, Enron/Jeff Skilling/Ken Lay case, Night Stalker case in L.A., Unabomber case, Richard Allen
Davis/Polly Klaas case, American Taliban case, Hurricane Katrina insurance cases, Oakland BART
case, Elizabeth Smart case in Utah, San Francisco dog mauling case, Billionaire Boys Club, etc.

Presented evidence on venue by declaration or affidavit in other cases (pretrial and post-trial,
criminal and civil) in Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New
York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Virginia, and Wyoming. Consulted with attorneys, did publicity analyses, and worked on public
opinion surveys on venue in many other cases. Reviewed and analyzed many transcripts of voir
dire in high-publicity cases. Wrote and/or analyzed juror questionnaires

Recommended against the need for a change of venue in 194 cases, including 27 cases in which I
testified or submitted a declaration. Testified in favor of change of venue in 108 cases

SEVERANCE: Testified about, consulted on, and empirically researched issues related to
severance and joinder, pretrial and post-trial, particularly in capital cases. Dealt with severance
of co-defendants and of charges. Research dealt with case-specific problems and general issues

On severance of defendants, testified in New Mexico (federal court), Colorado (federal court),
Pennsylvania, California in counties of Fresno, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, Trinity. By
declaration in federal courts in Arizona, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, New Mexico,
New York, Oklahoma, Virginia, West Virginia; in state courts in California and Indiana

On severance of charges, testified in San Diego, San Bernardino, Sacramento. And by
declaration in other cases

DISCRIMINATION: Testified, submitted declarations and/or consulted on possible abuse of
prosecutorial discretion in death penalty charging in several counties. Presented statistical analyses

Testified, submitted declaration and/or consulted on jury selection and discrimination issues,
including compositional challenges to trial and grand juries, cognizability of certain groups;
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presented statistical analyses of data

Testified on possible effects of community racial discrimination against Indians, as measured
by media coverage on Indian and police officer in killing of police officer

Testified and/or consulted on impact of community racial prejudice on fair trial rights

Delegate to First National Conference on Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Bias in the Courts,
National Center for State Courts, Albuquerque (1995) (appointed by Chief Justice of Supreme
Court of the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands)

Did studies and consulted on community prejudice regarding race, as it affected police,
prosecutors, and prospective jurors. Conducted community forum attempting to alleviate
racial tension between police and young black males

VOIR DIRE: Testified numerous times as expert witness and submitted many declarations on
voir dire conditions and on the efficacy of voir dire in various contexts, including death
qualification, pretrial publicity, insanity, and sensitive issues (such as race, gangs, mental issues,
and AIDS). Issues included use of questionnaires, attorney-conducted voir dire, individualized
and sequestered voir dire, questioning techniques. Also, on ineffectiveness of counsel at voir
dire

Appointed by court in capital trial as its advisor on voir dire, jury selection procedures, death
qualification, and related matters (San Joaquin County Superior Court, 2006)

DEATH QUALIFICATION: Testified in Hovey v. Superior Court (1980) 28 Cal.3d 1,
and Lockhart v. McCree (1986) 476 U.S. 162. My research cited in these and many other
appellate cases

Testified as expert witness on death-qualified-jury issues over 50 times. In Alabama,
Arkansas (federal court), Arizona, California, Colorado, Illinois, Nebraska, New Mexico, and
Oregon

Submitted affidavits and/or consulted with attorneys regarding death qualification in dozens
of cases throughout U.S. and in Canada, pretrial and post-conviction. Issues included guilt
proneness, juror attitudes, voir dire, representativeness, the automatic-death-penalty juror
problem, voir dire process effects, and various remedies

POST-CONVICTION: Testified in many post-conviction cases throughout the country on
issues such as venue, possible ineffectiveness of counsel in several areas, and on other issues
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OTHER TESTIFYING AND CONSULTING

Testified, consulted, and did empirical research on other jury issues, including compositional
challenges (grand and trial juries), closing preliminary and competency hearings, sealing
transcripts and other records, various areas involving possible ineffective assistance of counsel,
meaning of LWOP to jurors and its effect on sentencing decision

Consultant to Continuing Education of the Bar, California, for California Criminal Law
Procedure & Practice, on venue, voir dire, and death penalty

Court-appointed coordinator to monitor and coordinate implementation of consent decree
regarding conditions at Butte County Jail (1994-2012)

Consultant, Amnesty International, content analysis of media coverage of the death penalty
in the United States (1989)

Consultant, United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, training on
penal history for Alcatraz staff (1989-90); Member, Advisory Board, Alcatraz Exhibit,
Federal Burcau of Prisons and United States Department of Interior (1990-91)

Consultant to Justice Improvement Commission, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,
criminal justice education, training, and practice; also on legal education (1977-1987)

Consultant, Legal Services section, Title [, Higher Education Act (1970-1973)

SURVEY RESEARCH: Part of four-person team that was commissioned by American
Society of Trial Consultants to write standards for venue surveys

Wrote, consulted on, commissioned, testified about hundreds of surveys, primarily in

connection with case issues

CONTENT ANALYSIS: Did content analysis of hundreds of various situations involving
media coverage of issues and cases, survey responses, jury questionnaires, voir dire, and social
science experimental research

OTHER: CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES:

Court-appointed Coordinator to monitor, coordinate, and audit implementation
of Superior Court consent decree regarding conditions at Butte County Jail, 1994-2012

California Correctional Center, Susanville, California: Taught in-service training for
prison correctional staff; taught law classes for prisoners and paralegal classes for Inmate
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Resource Center program; on Board of Directors. Member, Chavareem, multiracial
prisoner group

Served on oral boards for court OR program director, probation, and police hiring

Established, coordinated Criminal Justice program; established and taught in off-campus
degree programs for criminal justice personnel. California State University, Chico
Criminal Justice Chair, Law Enforcement Committee, Regional Criminal Justice Planning
Board Executive Comm., Training and Education System Project that planned Butte
Regional Criminal Justice Training Center, member of advisory board and committees,
one-time vice chair; and Chair, Policy Sub-Committee, Butte County Jail Advisory
Committee; Project STAR, Teaching Criminal Justice Role Training, Academy of Justice,
Riverside, CA

GRANTS AND PROGRAMS FOUNDED OR CO-FOUNDED
Legal Services section, Title I, Higher Education Act, 1970, CSU Chico

Public Law Internship. - Follow-up to Title I grant, from Associated Students, CSU Chico.
Now Community Legal Information Center (CLIC), 12 separate clinical law programs

Chico Area Legal Services grant. Also, former Chair, Board of Directors, Senior
Information and Referral Center grant, now Area Agency on Aging. Project Director,
then Vice-Chair of board; Board of Directors, Legal Services of Northern California
and predecessor organizations

Founded Other Local Program Development (all programs still operating):

Butte County Welfare Rights (1970) Chico Consumer Protection Agency (1974)
Own Recognizance Bail Project (1971)  Penal Law Project (1974)

Housing Affairs Office (1971) Women's Law Project (1975)

Family Law Program (1972) Disabled and the Law Project (1976)
Environmental Advocates (1973)

Micronesian (Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, Federated States of Micronesia,

- Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas). Legal education to prepare Micronesians
for and gain admission to American law schools. Also consulted on and taught in
criminal justice education and training

OTHER:

_Served on doctoral committees in psychology and political science at University of
California, University of Colorado, University of Nevada
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Reviewed manuscripts for possible publication in various peer reviewed social
science journals

Consultant, Amnesty International, content analysis of media coverage of the death
penalty in United States (1989)

Consultant, United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, training
- on penal history for Alcatraz staft (1989)

Some additional past activities: Coordinator and founded the following: the Public Law
Program; the Community Legal Information Center (CLIC); the Paralegal Certificate Program.
Also founder and advisor, Minority Student Law Union. Campus Pre-Law Advisor; Chair,
Speech and Advocacy Committee (all at California State University, Chico over many years),
developed Criminal Justice major curriculum

* Past Vice-Chair, Butte County Personnel Appeals Commission
Trustee, Cal Northern School of Law
Clerk to Justice of the Colorado Supreme Court (while law student)

The Outstanding Teacher, 1988, California State University, Chico. Also, the
Meritorious Professional Performance Award, 1990; Professional AchievemenHonors
" Award, 1995; Chico Emeritus and Retired Faculty Association Hall of Honor, 2012

Fulbright Scholar Award, served in 1992 in Portugal, lecturing on the ways American

courts deal with juries and social science evidence, with were newly emerging issues

in Portugal. Focus was on speaking to those training to become judges and

prosecutors. In Portugal those wanting to become either judges or public prosecutors

were civil service employees and had to obtain four-more years beyond their law
_degrees of specialized education in the institute to which I was attached

Ed Bronson-Ron Dillehay Award, established by the American Society of Trial
Consultants Foundation for significant contributions through research and
education in the fields of venue, voir dire, and procedural justice (2006)

Endowed grants to Chico State University to establish Edward J. Bronson Excellence
in Legal Studies Merit Award (for students demonstrating a commitment to social

. justice, leadership in community service, and academic excellence); the Edward J. and
Marion D. Bronson Endowment for the Community Legal Information Center (CLIC)
Fellows (for student leaders of CLIC, which provides legal services in the area); the
Alumni Judge Program, to bring judge/alumni to campus to meet with students



Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Jr. articles
Pensacola, FL. News Journal

2007 - 2010
Index Date ’ Headline # of printed | Short | Pic-

# ‘ , , ; __pa _tures

1 3/22/2007 | Program teaches kids many ways to 2 1
protect selves from strangers

2 4/24/2007 | Martial arts workshop teaches youth how 2 1
to defend themselves

3 4/28/2007 | Local Briefs: Kidnap awareness C1 Briefs 2
workshop scheduled for today in Pace

4 4/28/2007 | What's Happening Today: Project Fight Briefs 1
Back

5 6/25/2007 | Pace residents have shared their desires Al 4 1 1
for the future

6 9/16/2007 | Escambia and Santa Rosa County List 7
Business Licenses

7 4/13/2008 | Santa Rosa County Business Licenses List 3

8 8/2/2008 | School News Briefs 1

9 8/3/2008 Death Notices: Nicole (Nikki) Michelle Obituary 10
Billings

10 8/3/2008 | Nicole Billings Obituary 2

11 8/17/2008 | Back to school on a good foot Cl1 Briefs 1

12 2/25/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest 3

13 7/1/2009 | Death Notices: Connie Parise Gonzalez Obituary 8
(NOTE: This was Jr.'s grandmother

14 7/1/2009 | Connie Gonzalez 1

15 7/10/2009 | Billings murders leave community in 3 1
shock

16 7/10/2009 | Couple who adopted 12 children shot to 2 1
death

17 7/11/2009 | What moms are saying Briefs 2

18 7/11/2009 | Questions mount in Billings slayings 3 1

19 7/11/2009 | Killings have big impact on small 3 1
community

20 7/12/2009 | 2 charged with murder in Billings deaths 2

21 7/12/2009 | Police find red van 3

22 7/13/2009 | 'We will pull together' 2

23 7/13/2009 | Billings children speak out 1

24 7/13/2009 | 'A move for humanity' 2

25 7/13/2009 | Bail set at $500K 1

26 7/13/2009 | Gonzalez Jr. taught self defense 1

27 7/13/2009 | Two charged with murder 3 1




Index Date Headline # of printed | Short | Pic-
# o 1 Section o ages: &)
28 7/14/2009 | 4th man arrested, more sought in slayings Al 3 1 1
29 7/14/2009 | Gonzalez Jr. taught kids self-defense Al 3
30 7/14/2009 | Children will stay together, sister says 1
31 7/14/2009 | Judge doubles bond for Gonzalez Sr. 2
32 7/14/2009 | Evil, dumb bad traits for crooks B1 Commentary 2
33 7/14/2009 | For the Record Deaths: Billings Obituary 3
34 7/14/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest 3
35 7/14/2009 | Gonzalez Jr. claims innocence 3
36 7/14/2009 | No bond for Coldiron in Billings case 1
37 7/14/2009 | Wayne Thomas Coldiron jailed in '92 2

death
38 7/14/2009 | 2 teens arrested in couple's slaying 1
39 7/14/2009 | 'We have found them' 4
40 7/15/2009 | The suspects 1
41 7/15/2009 | Time line of events 1
42 7/15/2009 | Gonzalez Jr. talks talk but won't walk D1 Commentary 2
43 7/15/2009 | Death Notices: Byrd "Bud" Starling Obituary 8

Billings / Melanie Anne Billings
44 7/15/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest 3
45 7/15/2009 | Media flock to sensational story 2
46 7/15/2009 | 'Mastermind' rebuffs dad's confession 3
47 7/15/2009 | Suspects cooperating 1
48 7/15/2009 | Gulf Breeze woman charged as accessory 2

in slayings
49 7/15/2009 | Legacy to continue 1
50 7/15/2009 | Byrd and Melanie Billings Obituary 2
51 7/15/2009 | Another arrest, new details in Billings 2
52 7/15/2009 ‘cé::nny Drew' helped break Billings case 1
53 7/15/2009 | 'We have found them' 3
54 7/15/2009 | Neighbors tell of suspect's rage 3
55 7/16/2009 | Suspects charged thus far 1
56 7/16/2009 | Mistaken identity 1




# of printed | Short | Pic- | Side
t . . tures | bars
57 7/16/2009 | Death Notices: Byrd "Bud" Starling Obituary 8
Billings / Melanie Anne Billings
58 7/16/2009 | Friends and family attend Billings 2
visitation
59 7/16/2009 | Updates on 2009 homicide cases in the 3
community
60 7/16/2009 | Wiggins associated with Gonzalez Jr. 3
61 7/16/2009 | Wiggins rode in van, hid Billings' safe at 1
her home
62 7/16/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest 3
63 7/16/2009 | Eighth arrest made 2
64 7/16/2009 | Trust formed to help children 1
65 7/16/2009 | Cases to go to grand jury 4
66 7/16/2009 | Grandmother reported red van 2
67 7/17/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest 3
68 7/17/2009 | Suspects charged thus far 1
69 7/17/2009 | Crime Stoppers should pay for help in Editorial 2
solving homicide
70 7/17/2009 | Grandmother deserves $3,000 Letter to the 2
Editor
71 7/17/2009 | Pay the reward Letter to the 2
Editor
72 7/17/2009 | Pay her Letter to the 2
Editor
73 7/17/2009 | Billings funeral is this morning 2
74 7/17/2009 | Stop the questions 1
75 7/17/2009 | Billings safe found in suspect's backyard 3
76 7/17/2009 | And people in hell want ice water! Editorial 1
Cartoon
77 7/18/2009 | Suspects charged thus far 1
78 7/18/2009 | A bittersweet introduction 3
79 7/18/2009 | Billingses laid to rest 1
80 7/18/2009 | Safe held medicine, family papers, 4
jewelry
81 7/19/2009 | Suspects charged thus far 1
82 7/19/2009 | Sheriff Morgan shined in handling Beulah Editorial 2 1
murders
83 7/19/2009 | Daughter defends Billings' business 6
84 7/19/2009 | Billings case hearing 2
85 7/20/2009 | Sheriff probing why cameras not disabled 2




Index
#
86

Date

7/20/2009

- Headline

News alert: Billings backed Gonzalez

87 7/20/2009 | Document links Billings to "organizer" of
the killings
88 7/20/2009 | Stallworth still in Ala. Jail
89 7/20/2009 | News alert: Coldiron got cold feet before
robbery
90 7/21/2009 | Gonzalez Jr. was sole shooter
91 7/21/2009 | Lead suspect, Billings had financial ties
92 7/21/2009 | Stallworth remains in Ala. jail without
bond
93 7/21/2009 | He's a humdinger! Letter to the
Editor
94 7/22/2009 | Suspects: Only Gonzalez fired shots Al
95 772272009 | Suspects: Gonzalez the only shooter
96 7/22/2009 | ‘My child is a victim'’
97 7/23/2009 | Suspects charged thus far
98 7/23/2009 | Billings investigation's public phase
ending
99 7/25/2009 | TaxWatch study cites fiscal blunders Al
100 7/25/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest
101 7/26/2009 | Lighthouse night out, volunteers needed, Briefs
sound off about F-35s
102 7/26/2009 | Huge debts, huge troubles
103 7/26/2009 | EPA eyes suspect's real estate ventures
104 7/27/2009 | Warrant issued for Stallworth
105 7/27/2009 | Long Wiggins investigated for food
stamp fraud
106 7/28/2009 | Long Wiggins eyed in fraud probe
107 7/30/2009 | Bond denied for suspect in Billings case Al
108 7/31/2009 | Wiggins charged with bigamy Al
109 7/31/2009 | Sheriff addresses rumors
110 8/1/2009 | Contract hit not ruled out in Billings
slayings
111 8/3/2009 | The Jerry Springer Show: Pamela Long- Editorial
Wiggins Cartoon
112 8/4/2009 | Teen in Billings case charged as adult
113 8/5/2009 | Teen charged in Billings case appears in
court
114 8/6/2009 | Another arrest made in relation to

Billings case




Index Date Headline Page # of printed | Short | Pic-
# e - | Section- | __pages (8) | tures
115 8/6/2009 | Billingses' suspects in court this morning 2
116 8/7/2009 | Business associate questioned in killings 2
117 8/7/2009 | Grand jury to decide charges next week 3
118 8/8/2009 | Rumor on top of innuendo 4
119 8/11/2009 | Grand jury indicts 8 2
120 8/11/2009 | $164,000, jewelry were in second Billings 2
safe
121 8/12/2009 | 7 Billings suspects indicted 2
122 8/12/2009 | $500,000 bond sought for Pamela Long 1
Wiggins
123 8/12/2009 | Second safe had $164,000 cash 2
124 8/13/2009 |} Billingses' murder suspects arraigned 1
125 8/13/2009 | Wiggins to appear in court on Monday 2
126 8/13/2009 | Prosecutors won't release evidence 2
127 8/14/2009 | Defendants give not-guilty pleas 2
128 8/14/2009 | Can't afford to prosecute Lay Letter to the 4 S
Editor
129 8/14/2009 | Court mulls whether to seal evidence 2
130 8/16/2009 | Unplug Zoo, Dave dapper, OK Simpson Cl Commentary 2
131 8/17/2009 | Long Wiggins back in jail, with bond 3
raised
132 8/17/2009 | Billings details revealed 4
133 8/18/2009 | Boater tells of locating Long Wiggins 2
134 8/18/2009 | Ties unclear in murders 4
135 8/18/2009 | Long Wiggins' bond increased to 3
$500,000
136 8/18/2009 | Murders' grisly details made public 4
137 8/18/2009 | Monday jail log 3
138 8/19/2009 | For the Record Felony Arrest 3
139 8/19/2009 | Military man not typical defendant D1 Commentary 2
140 8/19/2009 | Ties unclear in murders 3
141 8/19/2009 | Transcripts released from 'person of 2
interest”
142 8/19/2009 | History Letter to the 3
Editor
143 8/21/2009 | His mom: 'Write off Gonzalez Jr. Bi Commentary 2
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Public can view video, photos in Billings

Page
Section

,~ # of printed | Short | Pic-
« 1 pages S fures
1

bars |

8/22/2009

case

145 8/23/2009 | Billings slayings: Anatomy of a 5
conspiracy

146 8/23/2009 | Billings suspects: Criminal masterminds? 7

147 8/26/2009 | One of Long Wiggins husbands pursues 1
divorce

148 8/26/2009 | In the mail? Letter to the 2

Editor

149 8/27/2009 | Billings video made availabie 2

150 8/27/2009 | Estranged husband seeks to divorce Long 1
Wiggins

151 8/27/2009 | Deputy transferred after ‘humdinger’ e- 3
mail

152 8/28/2009 | Ambush at Billings home shown in video 2

153 8/28/2009 | Blackburn declared fit for duty 1

154 8/30/2009 | Toys, a dog, children, and killers Commentary 2

155 8/31/2009 | Children cared for as Melanie Billings 2
wished

156 9/1/2009 | Melanie Billings' wishes for children 2
granted

157 9/2/2009 | Clues seen in actions by suspects B1 2

158 9/10/2009 .| New gang and gun prosecutor, Billings 2
video and youth victims

159 9/18/2009 | Oprah to examine Billings' case 1

160 9/19/2009 | Billings daughter will talk to Oprah C1 2

161 10/9/2009 | A caring home for nine kids B1 2

162 | 10/12/2009 | Death penalty sought in Billings murders 2

163 10/13/2009 | Four suspects face death in Billings Al 2
killings

164 | 10/20/2009 | Suspect details deadly home invasion 3

165 | 10/21/2009 | Promise of cash led to Billings murders Al 3

166 | 10/22/2009 | Mafia theory falls flat in Billings murder Al 3
case

167 | 10/22/2009 | Gonzalez Jr. charged 1

168 | 10/23/2009 Gonzélez charged with pencil stabbing in Al 2 1

jail

169 | 10/23/2009 | Sunday Review: Billings Evidence tug of Commentary 1
war

170 | 10/23/2009 | Sheriff won't rule out mafia in Billings 2
case

171 10/25/2009 | Hugh Wiggins interview like ‘pulling Al 5 1
teeth'

172 | 10/27/2009 | Billings case suspect wants bond reduced 2
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173 10/28/2009 | Long Wiggins asks judge to lower D1 3 1
$500,000 bond
174 11/7/2009 | Billings murder suspect enters pencil- C1 1
stabbing plea
175 | 11/13/2009 | Billings case suspect accused of bigamy 1
gets divorced
176 | 11/14/2009 | Ex gets Harley in Wiggins divorce Cl1 2
177 12/1/2009 | Crist appoints David Rimmer to serve as 1
judge
178 12/2/2009 | Prosecutor David Rimmer is appointed D1 1
circuit judge
179 12/4/2009 | New face in Billings case B1 1
180 | 12/13/2009 | The face of a victim: Byrd and Melanie 5
Billings 66 and 43, respectively, of
Beulah
181 12/13/2009 | Man'’s death won't bring charges, C1 2 S
prosecutor says
182 12/23/2009 | Billings family moving on Al 5 1
183 1/3/2010 | Stories of the Decade: Billing murders E1l 4
shock the region, nation, 2009
184 1/4/2010 | Chief deputy demoted 2
185 1/5/2010 | Escambia sheriff demotes top deputy 2
186 1/16/2010 | Sheriff David Morgan to speak to PR Meeting 1
group notice
187 1/18/2010 | Escambia Sheriff Morgan to speak to Meeting 1
group Thursday notice
188 1/21/2010 | Investigator Cephas to get Medal of Valor 1
at ceremony
189 1/23/2010 | Rescue earns Cephas the Medal of Valor 3
award
190 1/27/2010 | Billings murder suspect to enter plea 2
191 1728/2010 | Plea deal expected today in Billings 2
murders
192 1/29/2010 | More fallout from the Billings case B1 2
193 1/29/2010 | Billings suspect takes plea deal 3
194 2/3/2010 | Man who took plea in Billings case 1
moved to Santa Rosa jail
195 3/3/2010 | Attorney: Drop Long Wiggins' bigamy Al 2
charge
196 4/5/2010 | Billings suspect was a follower C1 3
197 4/11/2010 | NewsRadio 1620 AM wins award for B1 1
Billings coverage
198 5/12/2010 | Billingses' suspect in court 2
199 5/13/2010 | Billings suspect: No contest Bl 2 1
200 5/14/2010 | Long Wiggins' bigamy trial jury selection Cl1 1
set
201 7/1/2010 | Bigamist put on probation B1 1




Headline Page
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202 7/9/2010 For family, horror of murders lives on Al
203 7/27/2010 | Correction B1 Correction
204 9/2/2010 | Gonzalez's lawyer wants out
205 9/3/2010 | Robbery attempt admissible in Billings B1
case
206 9/4/2010 | Charges mount in Billings murders Al
207 9/4/2010 | Hugh, Pam Wiggins indicted
208 10/7/2010 | Who's best for court? You be the judge Al
209 10/8/2010 | Gonzalez Trial move sought BI
210 10/8/2010 | Billings homicide: No decision on
moving accused gunman's trial
211 | 10/9/2010 | Trial stays put D1
212 | 10/14/2010 | News Journal Editorial Board Editorial
Endorsements: Judicial races
213 10/22/2010 | Sunday Preview: Billings murder trial
214 10/24/2010 | Facing Judgment Gonzalez trial starts Al
Monday in Billings slayings
215 10/24/2010 | Gonzalez's bragging likely spawned
mafia hit rumors
216 | 10/24/2010 | Billings slayings: The defendants
217 | 10/25/2010 | 1st trial starts in Billings killings Al
218 | 10/26/2010 | Markham testimony set today B1
219 | 10/26/2010 | Billings homicide trial: Witnesses refused
to join robbery
220 | 10/26/2010 | Billings homicide: Jury selection begins
for accused ringleader
221 10/27/2010 | Billings Trial: Day 2 Gonzalez Jr. won't Al
look at crime photos
222 | 10/27/2010 | Billings Trial: Day 2 Witnesses
223 | 10/27/2010 | Gonzalez manipulated the gullible D1
224 | 10/27/2010 | Billings homicide trial: Accomplice
cross-examined
225 | 10/27/2010 | Billings homicide triai: Daughter details
father's meeting with Gonzalez
226 | 10/27/2010 | Billings homicide trial; Accomplice talks
about his recruitment
227 | 10/27/2010 | Billings homicide trial: Teen details home
invasion
228 | 10/28/2010 | Billings Trial: Day 3 Evidence mounts Al
229 | 10/28/2010 | Billings Trial: Day 3 Witnesses
230 | 10/28/2010 | Billings homicide: Medical examiner
presents evidence
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- # : o - e . | Section : » DAgEs (S) tures | bars
231 10/29/2010 | Billins Trial: The Verdict Gonzalez guilty Al 4
232 | 10/29/2010 | Sheriff’s greeting: Does it sway jury? Al 3 S
233 10/29/2010 | This time, lawyers do his talking B1 2
234 10/29/2010 | Billings Trial: Day 4 Witnesses 1
235 10/29/2010 | Billings homicide trial: Gonzalez found 4
uilty

236 | 10/30/2010 | Jury recommends death for Gonzalez Al 4 i
237 10/30/2010 | Billings trial, Day 4: Witnesses 2
238 | 10/30/2010 | Billings homicide trial: Jury recommends 2

death penalty
239 11/6/2010 | Well done Letter to the 2

Editor
240 11/14/2010 | Good job Letter to the 4
Editor

241 11/17/2010 | Leonard Gonzalez Sr. rejecting counsel Al 3
242 | 11/17/2010 | He has the lingo of a lawyer D1 2
243 | 11/17/2010 | Gonzalez Sr. wants to represent himself 1
244 12/7/2010 | Gonzalez Jr. in court Thursday 1
245 12/9/2010 | Gonzalez sentencing begins today B1 3 1
246 12/9/2010 | No death penalty for 2 Billingses' 2

suspects
247 12/9/2010 | Gonzalez sentencing begins today 2
248 | 12/10/2010 | 'Fast-food' justice Al 3
249 | 12/10/2010 | Gonzalez won't take any blame for Ci 2

killings
250 12/10/2010 | Gonzalez blames sheriff, media for 3

conviction




Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Jr.
Articles in Pensacola, FL. News Journal
2007 - 2010

Number of articles with some reference relevant to case: 250

Type of article:
News articles —211
Letters to the editor, editorials, commentaries, editorial cartoons- 2
Information boxes/sidebars-17
Briefs—6

Front page or front page of interior section-59*

(* not all articles indicated page numbers)))
Graphics-6

Yearly breakdown
2007: 6
2008: 5
2009: 171
2010: 68



EXHIBIT C

(Report and Evaluation of Leonard Patrick
Gonzalez, Jr. By Dr. Edward J. Bronson)



GONZALEZ CASE REVIEW OF POSSIBLE
INEFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL

Declaration of Edward J. Bronson

I, EDWARD J. BRONSON, declare as follows:

Introduction. Counsel for Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr. have asked

me to assess whether there was a need for a change of venue in his capital trial
and whether counsels’ failure to pursue a motion to move the case outside of
Escambia County was ineffective assistance of counsel.

I will examine in this declaration the pretrial publicity that surrounded
the case to form my opinion on this issue. In summary, it is my opinion,
based on my content analysis as described below, that the failure by defense
counsel to move for a change of venue to move the trial outside of Escambia
County and to take other steps to protect the defendant’s fair trial rights
rendered counsel’s assistance ineffective under Strickland v. Washington, 466
U.S. 668 (1984),

Qualifications. Education and Employment. I have attached a copy of

my curriculum vita to this declaration as Exhibit 1, but I will briefly
summarize my qualifications here. I have completed the graduate degrees of a
J.D. from the University of Denver, an LL.M. from New York University, and
a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Colorado. As part of the
study for my doctorate, I received training in various types of social scientific
analysis.

I have been employed since 1969 at California State University, Chico,
in the Political Science Department, from which I am now retired, and where 1

long taught courses in Administration of Justice, Legal Analysis, and



Constitutional Law. In addition, I have taught at several other universities,
both in law schools and in other departments, as a Fulbright, a Visiting

Scholar, and a Visiting Professor, both in the United States and abroad.

Research and Consulting: General. In my research, dating back to
1968, I have studied the attitudes of jurors toward relevant issues of criminal
justice, the effects of those attitudes on verdicts, and the way that various
processes, including voir dire and publicity, affect jury behavior. I have
conducted research and published articles about these subjects, a number of
which are set forth in the accompanying curriculum vitae. I have previously
qualified as an expert witness in nearly 300 cases, and have submitted
declarations and consulted on jury issues in a large number of cases in both
state and federal courts around the country.

Venue. I have acted as a consultant on change of venue, ways to
improve the fairness of voir dire and jury selection, and other issues since
1970, primarily being retained by defense counsel, but also by prosecutors and
the court, and testifying in approximately 200 of such cases, both in federal
and state courts. I have testified in favor of a change of venue motion in 121
cases, but I have recommended and sometimes testified against a change of
venue in 194 cases (even though almost all of those cases were brought to me
by defense counsel).

Listing a few of the better known cases dealing with venue on which I
have consulted, there is the Boston Marathon bombing case, the Oklahoma
City bombing case, the Unabomber case, the Tucson assassination case
(Loughner), the Polly Klaas case in California (Richard Allen Davis), the
Skilling case in Houston, the Holmes/Aurora, Colorado movie theater

slayings, the Elizabeth Smart case in Utah, and many others.



I have also testified in and/or consulted on several capital and non-
capital cases in Florida. These have included the Al-Arian case in Tampa,’
the Johnny Copeland case from Wakulla County,? and others, including one
civil case.

Content Analysis. I have previously qualified hundreds of times in

various courts around the country on the content analysis of pretrial publicity
and related material, such as grand jury transcripts, pretrial publicity, survey
comments, social science experiments, and the like, assessing both their social
science and legal impact. Many of the cases involved the issues related to
venue and ineffective assistance of counsel, as defined in Strickland v.
Washington.

Survey Research. I have also qualified over 200 times on the

conducting and critiquing of public opinion surveys. I have testified as an
expert on my own surveys and on the surveys of others, both as to the
methodology and analysis of surveys, especially relating to venue issues. 1
have education, training, and extensive experience in this area and have
conducted research and presented professional papers in the field. I am a
member of the American Association of Public Opinion Research, and have
spoken at national and state meetings of this and other professional groups,
including both social science and legal. I was a member of a four-person
group that was commissioned to write standards for venue surveys, which
have subsequently been adopted and published by the American Society of

Trial Consultants.

! This was the notorious federal case in which the alleged terrorist defendant had been a
key figure in the 2004 United States Senate election.

2 My work on that case led to an extensive study on venue and voir dire presented at the
national meeting of the Law and Society Association.



Death Qualification. I have studied the process of qualifying juries in

capital cases and have published several studies on this subject which have
been cited many times by appellate courts, including the California Supreme
Court and the United States Supreme Court, e.g., Hovey v. Alameda County
Superior Court, 168 Cal.Rptr. 128 (1980), Lockhart v. McCree, 476 U.S. 162
(1986). My research was the first post-Witherspoon study on death
qualification. I have testified on the issue in well over 50 cases, including
Lockhart v. McCree, in which 1 was the major witness in the Arkansas habeas
hearing.

Jury Voir Dire. I have also done much research on voir dire

procedures, published in this area, lectured on the topic at professional
meetings both for lawyers and social scientists, taught Continuing Education
of the Bar classes on the topic, and testified many times on it as an expert
witness, both as a possible remedy for prejudicial pretrial publicity or
misjoinder, and as to its effectiveness in a particular case, both in pretrial and
post-conviction legal contexts.

Ineffective Assistance of Counsel. I am generally familiar with the

legal issue of ineffective assistance of counsel (IAC) and have submitted
declarations to courts on the issue in cases when the substantive issue was one |
was knowledgeable about, although I am aware that my role is limited to
assessing the role of the attorney and the likely effects of any IAC on the
fairness of the trial.

The standard for testing the effective of counsel was established in
Strickland v. Washington, 466 U.S. 668 (1984), which held that counsel has a
duty to bring to bear such skill and knowledge as will render the trial a reliable
adversary testing process. 466 U.S. at 688. There are two prongs to making an

effective IAC Strickland claim: the “performance” prong and the “prejudice”



prong. Under the performance prong, the petitioner “must show that counsel’s
performance in representation fell below an objective standard of
reasonableness.” Id. at 687-688. “The proper measure of attorney performance
remains simply reasonableness under prevailing professional norms.” Id.
Prejudice is defined as “a reasonable probability that, but for counsel’s
unprofessional errors, the result of the proceeding would have been different. A
reasonable probability is a probability sufficient to undermine confidence in the
outcome.” Id. at 694.

Through my experience in dealing with hundreds of capital cases over
almost 50 years®, I am familiar with prevailing norms for capital defense
representation in the areas of venue, jury questionnaires, jury voir dire on
possibly dangerous pretrial publicity, jury voir dire on life-death qualification,
and other aspects of jury voir dire.

My assessment of Mr. Gonzalez’s counsels’ performance under the first
prong of the Strickland 1AC test is that it was deficient, both at the motion stage
and during trial. I also believe that their performance met the second prong,
that the defendant was thereby prejudiced.

That is, first, because obtaining a venue change was crucial to saving
Mr. Gonzalez’s fair-trial rights, both at the guilt-innocence phase and even
more so at the penalty phase. A proficient performance by his attorney in
seeking that change very likely would have convinced the court to transfer the
case. Second, as I will demonstrate next, I believe that counsels’ performance
during the voir dire also clearly met the Strickland test for IAC. Certainly the
combined performance in the motion presentation and during the voir dire
makes this a clear instance of Strickland error. Later in this declaration I will

assess the performance of counsel during the voir dire, especially during life-

31 first testified as an expert witness in a capital case in 1970.



death qualification.

I will begin with the basis for counsels’ decision to drop their motion
for a change of venue, examining whether the extant publicity demonstrated
an apparently clear need to move the trial elsewhere. Then I will consider
whether there were legitimate tactical reasons nevertheless to try the case in
Escambia County.

Methodology. I will briefly describe my methodology. In a typical

case I receive a call from defense counsel concerned that pretrial media
coverage has prejudiced the fairness of the trial for his or her defendant. Step
one 1s to conduct a limited review of the media coverage. Only if that initial
review reveals substantial prejudice do I recommend pursuing the case by
conducting a community survey, a necessary element of proof in almost all
modern change of venue hearings.

If I do not find sufficient prejudice for a survey, that ends my
involvement in the case. Of the 194 cases in which I ultimately found no
basis for a change of venue, in 135 (69.6%) of them I found there was not
even sufficient prejudicial publicity to justify the time and expense, including
my fees, for conducting a community survey. *

Howe\}er, where there is sufficient negative publicity to be concerned
that a change of venue might be needed, one needs to have evidence of its
prejudicial impact. One cannot go into court with just some newspaper
articles, a hortatory speech, and the hope that the trial judge will somehow

conclude that your client cannot get a fair trial locally.> The needed evidence

4 In the other 59 cases, I believed there was sufficient indication of prejudice to conduct a
survey, but the survey did not provide enough evidence to justify my testifying in support
of a change of venue.

3 That requires the usually locally elected trial judge to conclude and even state on the
record that one or usually all three of the following vital political constituencies has or



should include a community survey, a careful analysis of the media coverage,
and/or expert testimony. The expert might be a media expert, a social
scientist, or someone familiar with public opinion in the community.

Counsel in the Gonzalez case did none of these things. Perhaps
expecting the trial judge to put off ruling on the motion until after reviewing
the questionnaires and the voir dire, which he said he would do, counsel
presented no evidence and let the motion die without further action. That was
IAC.

But that should have led to a meaningful questionnaire and an effective
voir dire. Unfortunately, neither happened, and counsel never was able to

adduce the evidence needed to prove the need for a change of venue.®

The Standards for My Venue Analysis.

Determining Prejudice in Media Coverage. I use both legal and social

science standards in my analysis in which I attempt to assess the impact of
possibly prejudicial pretrial publicity. The legal standard comes from the
decisions of appellate courts, primarily in the venue area. The social science
standards are a product of a substantial body of research on the topic.

Social Science Literature. I am generally familiar with the literature

concerning the prejudicial effect of pretrial publicity. In a meta-analysis of 44
empirical studies, representing 5,755 subjects, conducted by dozens of
scholars using a variety of methodologies spanning over 30 years, the authors
concluded that, “Subjects exposed to negative pretrial publicity were

significantly more likely to judge the defendant guilty compared to subjects

will act unfairly and improperly: law enforcement or the prosecutor, the local media, and
the local citizens who will form the jury panel. Or perhaps the judge is from elsewhere or
retiring and so has no concern with retention.

® Those issues will be dealt with in this declaration after the venue section.



exposed to less or no pretrial publicity.” The prejudicial impact was found at
all three stages: pretrial, post-trial but prior to deliberations, and post-
deliberation.” 1 have also done considerable research myself on this topic.

The authors in the Steblay study suggested that PTP leads to the
development of a “story model,” like the idea of an evidentiary prism. The
story model has been explored in a variety of work on memory.? The
model provides the means by which negative publicity provides not just
isolated fragments of information, but a belief framework about the
defendant’s guilt. Those exposed to PTP construct a story to make sense
out of a particular event. Once that belief is formed, it is very difficult to
dislodge. New information that is consistent with the story is readily
absorbed, while inconsistent information tends to be rejected.

The story of the case thus becomes the prism through which trial
evidence and legal theories are viewed at trial. If our story model leads us to
believe that the defendant is guilty, then the credibility of prosecution
witnesses is enhanced, and alibis or other defenses will not ring true,
regardless of their actual veracity. Forming a story model is both useful and
inevitable for a juror, but that process should be accomplished at trial, not
well before through exposure to the media.

A review of the way memory works, based on themes or “schema,”
shows that “themes distort memory.”® Thus, it is likely that trial jurors

hearing the defense evidence at trial will not use the evidence in ways that

7 N. Steblay, et al., “The Effects of Pretrial Publicity on Juror Verdicts: A Meta-
Analytical Review,” 23 Law & Human Behavior 219 (1999. An updating study is T.
Daftary-Kapur & S. Penrod, “Are Lab Studies on PTP Generalizable?: An Examination
of PTP Effects Using a Shadow Jury Paradigm,” 26 The Jury Expert 1 (2014), expanded
and republished in Law & Human Behavior.

¢ See some of the citations at Steblay, op. cit., 231.

°Id.




conflict with their story model. This is particularly troubling not just because
of the powerful impact, but because of the great difficulty a voir dire

questioner will have in discovering the information or attitude.

The Legal Standards. There are various standards that courts use in
assessing the need for a change of venue, depending on the stage of the trial
and the state or district where the trial is held. The first standard, which arises
if the motion is brought before the trial commences, is whether the pretrial
prejudice is sufficient to create a reasonable likelihood of prejudice if the trial
is held in the local jurisdiction. Reasonable likelihood has been defined as a
lesser standard of proof than more probable than not, but more than merely
possible. Thus, when the venue issue is raised by motion before trial, any
doubt about the need for a change of venue must be resolved in favor of a
venue change. Since neither the voir dire nor the trial itself have been
conducted and are available to the trial judge at that time, only the likely
future impact of the publicity itself is available to the trial judge to measure
the likely impact of any prejudice, although such measures as a community
survey, a content analysis of the publicity, and opinion testimony, expert and
otherwise, can be used for by the court in that determination.

Under that first standard, reasonable likelihood of prejudice from
pretrial publicity, it is clear that a change of venue was needed in the
Gonzalez case, as [ will show below. That is the test that is generally used
pretrial, when there is no evidence of actual prejudice, since there has been
no voir dire or trial.

A second standard courts use to test for the need for a change of

venue, one which arises in cases on direct appeal, is actual prejudice. Cases
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on appeal will have a trial record of the claimed impact of the pretrial media
on producing any unfairness in the trial by way of seating any biased jurors,
as revealed through voir dire, juror questionnaires, or other facts.

Under that standard I believe it is also clear that a change of venue
was needed in the Gonzalez case, not because any jurors demonstrated actual
partiality or prejudice, but because trial counsel failed to move for a change
of venue in the face of a great amount of pretrial publicity that was highly
prejudicial and inflammatory, nor did counsel adequately even investigate
the need to request the transfer of the case to another county. Counsel did
move pretrial for a change of venue, but presented no meaningful evidence
to support it, and appeared to abandon the motion.

The third standard that is commonly used by courts to test for the need
for a change of venue at any stage is when prejudice is presumed, which
arises when it can be demonstrated that the negative publicity has so
pervaded or saturated the community as to make it virtually impossible for
the jury not to be unfairly prejudiced by bias and prejudice either as to guilt
or penalty. That standard is typically used on appeal, but certainly could be
used at any stage. While this is the highest standard to meet for a change of
venue, I believe that the pretrial publicity in the Gonzalez case easily met
that standard as well.

It was clear that counsel needed to investigate the need for a change of
venue with a careful analysis of the pretrial publicity and a public opinion
survey, since the most cursory review reveals how prejudicial the climate in
Escambia County was to the fair trial rights of Mr. Gonzalez. In fact, as
noted, at an earlier stage defense counsel had filed a change of venue

motion, but he failed to pursue it.
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Of course, in some cases, counsel may have legitimate reasons to
refrain from seeking a change of venue, even if the pretrial publicity may be
sufficient to meet the legal standard to leave the local jurisdiction.

For example, in one case on which I consulted, the defendant was
capitally charged with the murder of a highway patrolman, counsel decided
not to seek a change of venue, even though the publicity was very bad and
the survey indicated high levels of prejudice. The reason was that although
much of the county was rural, a major public university was located there,
and if the case were moved, it would probably go to another rural county,
but one without such a university. There was little guilt-phase defense, so
the major trial issue was likely to be whether the defendant would receive
the death penalty.

Many studies show that opposition to the death penalty is associated
with individuals with higher education. Counsel believed that having larger
numbers of the university community in the jury pool would be helpful, so
counsel withdrew his venue motion.

In another case on which I also consulted, a Native American was
charged with murdering a deputy sheriff on the reservation. There was
massive media coverage and survey results that demonstrated substantial
prejudice. However, a few of the survey responses suggested that some
community members were aware of a past history of some law enforcement
discrimination against Native Americans in the community. Counsel
withdrew his motion.

On the other hand, in some cases, counsel withdraws or does not file a
venue motion for less appropriate reasons, such as it will be inconvenient to
be outside of town for an extended time, or it will be costly to fund the

motion, or it will involve extra work or time, or that filing such motions are
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not well received by the court. Obviously, such reasons are not sufficient to
avoid the onus of possible Ineffective Assistance of Counsel.

It is also possible that the results of the jury questionnaires and the
voir dire might reveal that there is no prejudice, that whatever problems that
may seem to have existed from the media will not affect the fair trial rights
of the defendant, that jurors can put aside any biasing information and
attitudes, and decide the case solely on the evidence presented in court.

I have reviewed the voir dire transcript, and it does not give me any
confidence that the jurors in the Gonzalez are devoid of dangerous attitudes,
knowledge, or bias, and that they can put aside any such material if they
have absorbed it.!°

I have not reviewed the filled-out questionnaires, since counsel does
not have them, but I have examined the blank questionnaire that was
distributed to the jury panel. With only eight questions covering both case
knowledge and death penalty attitudes, that is the shortest questionnaire (two
pages) I have ever seen, and thus it is a very limited instrument to get all the
needed information.

On the issue of whether counsel had reasonable tactical reasons for
abandoning the venue motion, while none seem plausible, it is possible that
counsel may have had something in mind, and current counsel have not to
date questioned them, and that might come during collateral litigation, if
necessary. However, it is difficult to conceive of any appropriate reasons
that counsel may have had for trying the case in Escambia County.

Thus, in the Gonzalez case there does not appear to be any appropriate
reason why counsel abandoned the venue motion; doing so is in my opinion

ineffective assistance of counsel.

10 See review of voir dire below.
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Highlights of Prejudice in the Gonzalez case. I noted the following major
prejudicial themes in the Gonzalez case:

The extent of local coverage, 250 articles.

The coverage of the case is highly prejudicial.

It is a capital case.

The victims were prototypical sympathetic victims.

The population of the county is relatively small.

Unlike most murder cases, there are eye-witness and awful
descriptions of the actual murder(s), provided by some of the
defendants themselves.

A NS

Content Analysis of the Media Coverage. Introduction. When

confronted with a substantial amount of material, as is the media coverage of
this case, social scientists and others use a technique called content analysis.
Content analysis is a research tool devised to analyze large amounts of
material in a manner that is objective, neutral, and systematic.!! It is widely
used in the social sciences and elsewhere to investigate areas as diverse as the
interpreting of open-ended comments in a public opinion survey, to whether
some of the work traditionally attributed to William Shakespeare was actually
written by Francis Bacon, to whether a media network is biased and if so,
whether liberally or conservatively.

Where the issue is whether the media coverage of a case has biased
the community sufficiently to require a change of venue, the means for
measurement are the social science and legal criteria. The review will be
scientific rather than impressionistic and selective only by being specific
about what it is in the publicity that is prejudicial (or exculpatory), doing a

systematic review, and identifying the sources.

i See generally R. Weber, Basic Content Analysis (1985).
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My content analysis is primarily based on the coverage of the case in
the Pensacola News Journal. I have attached downloaded copies of these
articles as Exhibit 2; a log and a breakdown of those articles is provided in
Exhibit 3.12

Outline of Content Analysis.

I. Extent of Publicity
II. Nature of the Publicity
A. Inflammatory Characterizations
B. Possibly Inadmissible Material
C. Possibly Inaccurate Material
D. Presumption of Guilt
III. Nature of the Crime
IV. Gravity of the Crime
V. Status of the Victim
VI1. Status of the Defendant
A. Hostile or Negative
B. Mitigating, Positive, or Possibly Helpful
VII. Size and Nature of Community

I. EXTENT OF NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY
The extent of the newspaper coverage of the Gonzalez case is huge, with

250 articles referring to the case; indeed, it is extremely high in comparison to
the number of articles I have found in the other 133 other change of venue cases
that I have dealt with in court!3, where the median number of articles has been
just 92. This case ranks number 27 of all those very high profile venue cases
around the country in federal and state courts.

Of all of those cases in which the trial judge reached either granting of

denying the venue motion and which had fewer articles than Gonzalez (102

12 The Log lists each article by an index number, date, headline, and other characteristics.
At the end of the log there is a breakdown and summary of some of the characteristics of
the articles.

13 With either testimony or declaration, but does not include the many more cases in
which attorneys brought cases to me seeking a possible change of venue, but which I
rejected as not satisfying what I believe was sufficient pretrial prejudice.
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cases), the motion was granted in 45, or 44.1%. Thus, even where there were
fewer articles than we find in the Gonzalez case, sometimes far fewer, trial
judges granted the motion nearly half the time.

Another important factor to consider that in almost all cases, the
newspaper coverage is by several area newspapers. In the Gonzalez case, 1
have only counted articles from the Pensacola News Journal,'* and very few
readers read more than one local newspaper. Thus, the real ranking of this
case, as measured by readers of the articles containing references to the case, is
substantially higher.

Clearly, the extent of the coverage of the Gonzalez case found in the
Pensacola News Journal weighs heavily in favor of the need for a change of
venue. 15

II. NATURE OF THE PUBLICITY

Nature of the Newspaper Coverage. Besides the extent of coverage, it is

important to consider the nature of the coverage. Attachment 3 contains

14 There are additional area newspapers, but daily coverage appears to be primarily
limited to the Pensacola News Journal. The Independent News Journal is a weekly
newspaper, the Pensacola Voice and Pensacola New American Press are weekly African
American newspapers, and the Escambia Sun Press is a legal newspaper.
151 do not have the content from any of these sources and learned of their existence from
information provided from juror and alternate questionnaires plus from the transcript of the
voir dire in the case. Typically, TV, radio, and online coverage of these kinds of news events
is more pervasive, graphic, and prejudicial to the defendant than newspaper coverage --
especially in a case such as Mr. Gonzalez
> which involved such intense local interest. I note references to other materials that are cited
in the Pensacola paper:
More on the Billings case ONLINE 28
Find photos, surveillance footage from the Billingses” home videos, archived
stories, a list of who’s who, and the latest news on the investigation at
pwj.con/Billings 28
Each of the articles in the Pensacola News Journal is numbered, 1-250. When I make a
reference to something in an article, rather than give a formal citation to it, I will simply give
the article number; if the word as repeated elsewhere in the articles, the number of times is
shown in parentheses.
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downloaded copies of the 250 articles published in the Pensacola News Journal.
The possible prejudice in the nature of the coverage is measured by doing a
content analysis of what has appeared in that newspaper.

Hierarchy of Prejudice: In analyzing the nature of the publicity, I have

developed what I call a hterarchy of prejudice, with four levels or types of
prejudicial material:

A. Inflammatory publicity

B. Inadmissible material

C. Inaccurate coverage

D. Presumption of guilt

I use these criteria to measure the extent to which the media coverage of
the case is prejudicial. Obviously, even if the coverage is massive, it must

also be prejudicial to require a change of venue.

A. Inflammatory Material.!® At the top level of publicity that generates

concern with possible prejudice is that which is inflammatory. Inflammatory
coverage contains elements of sensationalism or hostile, inflated, emotional,
or loaded themes or language. The primacy of such material is clear because
of court decisions and social science research, but is also intuitive.

Emotionally laden coverage has more saliency to readers, affects them
more powerfully, and is more likely to be remembered. It cannot be displaced
in our memories.

The Gonzalez newspaper coverage was replete with inflammatory terms.
While to some extent the use of inflammatory terms was inherent in the

incident itself, the reporters and editors selected how the incident was

16 Small variations in terms may be included in some counts, e.g., “horror,” “horrendous,”

“horrible,” “horrific,” and “horribly.” Also, when the term appears multiple times, a very few

uses may be out of context.
While I counted all the times some terms appeared, even though it was repeated again and
again throughout the coverage, I typically entered it under only under one category.
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described.!” The use of incendiary, emotive, and extreme terms set the tone
for the way prospective jurors would have related to the crime charged, and
that factor necessitated an especially careful voir dire and assessment of
meaningful questionnaires.

Overall, the coverage presents powerful and prejudicial elements of media
coverage plus, of course, there are also some straightforward accounts of court
proceedings and other non-inflammatory material included. But the overall
tone of the media coverage of the case and its volume can clearly be
characterized as inflammatory overload.

Below are many of the terms used in the coverage. The power of these
terms, the great number of them, and the number of times they are used is
overwhelming, and thus highly inflammatory, providing strong support for a
change of venue:!®

Brutal (6), 32, raw brutality 132
Grisly (3) 32

Terrible (9) 16

Heinous (6), 46

Gruesome (5), 149

Evil (8), 29

Devastated, devastating (4), 15, 16, 19, 19
Tragic, tragedy (13), 21
Unimaginable (3), 22
Humdinger (20), 19
Sensational (10), 22

17 In addition, the inflammatory characterizations of the case created a framing for it that
was difficult for defense counsel to overcome, since that impression had been gelling in
jurors for a year-and-a-half.
18 All of these terms appeared in the coverage of the Pensacola News Journal. The
numbers after the term are as follows: If in parentheses, they are the number of times the
term appeared. If not in parentheses, the number is at least one of the numbers of the
articles in which the term appeared. Each article is numbered 1 through 250. That number
can be found in the top right hand corner. All articles are in Exhibit 2.

It should be noted that several of the terms or expressions would fit with equal aptness
under several categories in the content analysis.
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“Morbid exploitation by some members of the public and the
sensationalism surrounding the criminal case” (2) 126

Senselessness, senseless (8), 18, 32

Ridiculous (2), 58

Hatefulness 19, “I can't believe there are people in this world capable of
this kind of hate” 49

Bizarre (5), 83

Reeling (2), 19

Gun-downed (7), 21

Mind boggling 27

Execution-style slaying 28

Shocked, shocking (9), 15

Stupid thugs 32

Idiots (2), bumbling idiots 32

Brash 32

“Extremely violent act upon this family” 22

Sad, saddened (10), 32

Sordid 32

Ugly (3), 35

Dumb (7), 32, 35, 35

Insane, insanity (2) 35

Scary creep 42

“The extensive security home surveillance system captured the footage of
the violence that took place, including the murder of the Billingses and
the codefendants’ interaction with the minor children” 126

And see III. Nature of the Crime, below

B. Possibly Inadmissible Material

It is of course the Court’s role to determine whether certain information
in the media’s coverage of the case was admissible, but I will note herein
some of the coverage that the Court may determine to be improper.
Obviously, it would be of little value to the defendant to bar the admission
of such prejudicial material if one or more jurors were already familiar with
it.

Confessions. Perhaps the most damaging type of evidence against a

defendant is a confession. See Rideau v. Louisiana, 373 U. S. 723 (1963).
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While Mr. Gonzales Jr. never confessed, his father did, directly implicating
his son. Presumably, the father’s confession was inadmissible at the son’s
trial, but any juror who might have read about it or internalized its impact
could have been strongly affected by a father’s “testifying” against his own
son, who confessed to driving his son and two other people to the Billingses’
rural Beulah home. There were 14 references to the confessions of co-
defendants in the coverage of the case 46. Of interest, the prosecution
usually characterized those confessions as “truthful” or “honest” when the
speaker had entered a plea bargain to testify against the defendant 192, 193.
Such a characterization buttressed the testtmony against Mr. Gonzalez.
Leonard Gonzalez Jr. challenged the Escambia County Sheriff's Office's
investigation into the Byrd and Melanie Billings slayings, saying the
confession that led to his arrest was made by a man with mental illness,
referring to his father 35.
As part of their own confessions or admissions, several case suspects
offered incriminating information against their co-defendants, particularly

against Mr. Gonzalez Jr. 121

C. Possibly Inaccurate Material. None was noted that was seriously
prejudicial.

D. Presumption of Guilt

Williams v. Superior Court, 34 Cal. 3d 584, 590 (1983): [E]ven
factual accounts . . . can be potentially prejudicial. ‘A
reasonable likelihood of unfairess may exist even though the
news coverage was neither inflammatory nor productive of overt
hostility.” [Citation.]

Guilt-Oriented “Evidence”
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Within a second or two of entering the house, Gonzalez Jr. screamed
“You're going to die,” according to video surveillance footage from a system
used to monitor the children 202 (The newspaper subsequently printed a
correction, noting that the surveillance system had no audio and that the child
did not attribute the statement to a particular suspect. Of course many who
read and absorbed the initial damning report may not have read the
correction.)

Editorial: we have been impressed with the Sheriff's Office's quick,
thorough and decisive response in handling the ongoing investigation and
arrests in this double homicide, solving this complex case 69

With the recovery of that pivotal piece of evidence and several guns,

including a murder weapon, the major investigative phase of the case is at
an end, State Attorney Bill Eddins said at a news conference 75

Mastermind (21), 37
Ringleader 190, leader 190
Brains of the operation 171

Defendant (and others) held without bond, bail or very high bond (196),
20

$500,000 bail for Leonard Gonzalez Sr. 25

Jail garb, leg shackles (6), 65, his wrists were shackled and bound to a chain around
his waist 213, defendant had leg chains (2), 220

More than 25 armed Escambia County sheriff’s deputies lined the walls of
the courtroom 128

Deputies in civilian clothes sat behind several of the defendants, who sat
handcuffed inside the jury box129
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The extensive surveillance system captured footage of five masked men --
some dressed as “ninjas” -- slipping into front and back doors at the
sprawling and isolated home. Two drivers waited in vehicles 51

Video surveillance footage from inside Billings home 21
Surveillance video shows three armed, masked men enter the home, two doors

forced open 27, two suspects carrying long guns, 9mm shell casings recovered
26

Father admitted to driving assailants to and from the Billings, repainting the car
27

Saw the red van 21
Defendants trained together 39

When one of the co-defendants got cold feet just before the home invasion,
the defendant told him, “You’re in too deep, and you’ve got to go with us”
91

The defendant approached several people asking if they would participate
in some type of “job” to get a safe, one of the people asked to participate
said Gonzalez had attempted to rob the Billingses a month before the
murders, but fled when security lights activated the house lit up like a
Christmas tree 134

The defendant said he had found somebody that had like two kilos of coke,
and that if I would get involved with driving them to the house, he would
take care of everything else 134

The defendant’s grandmother said that Gonzalez had been planning a
robbery, discussed doing a “job,” said the house contained a safe with $2
million and a “bunch of cocaine” 134

The defendant pulled the trigger on the 9mm pistol that killed Byrd and
Melanie Billings 90

Two of the co-defendants told the investigators they saw the defendant kill
the couple 90
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The defendant accused by four of his co-defendants of shooting the couple
127 ‘

The defendant identified by several of his co-defendants as the sole shooter
132

“Dude killed somebody, if y’ all tell anybody, they said they’re going to
kill your whole family” 199

Patrick just told us - told me and Rakeem - if we say something to
anybody, he would kill us and our family 216

Spectators were checked for weapons upon entry into the courthouse and,
in an unusual step, again directly outside the courtroom 129

Leonard Gonzalez Jr., the man accused of killing Byrd and Melanie
Billings, faces a new criminal charge of stabbing a fellow inmate with a
pencil, later stabbed him a second time 167

Billings document search tool. Use our user-friendly searchable database
to find arrest reports, warrants, investigative reports, crime scene records,
witness statements and other public records related to the Billings case
196

Gonzalez’s father was persuaded to take part by the defendant telling him
that children were being sexually abused - “gonna do a job on a pervert” 146
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Special Category: Improper Biasing Statements by Government Officials

One issue in this case that was of special concern to me was the extent to
which some of the very prejudicial pretrial publicity emanated from the Escambia
sheriff, David Morgan. The prosecution is the usual official source of ethical
concern in venue cases, but the status of the sheriff raises comparable concerns, even
though he is not a lawyer. The A.B.A. Model Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule
3.6, Trial Publicity, states:

(a) A lawyer who is participating or has participated in the
investigation or litigation of a matter shall not make an
extrajudicial statement that the lawyer knows or reasonably
should know will be disseminated by means of public
communication and will have a substantial likelihood of
materially prejudicing an adjudicative proceeding in the matter.

The Michigan Supreme Court ordered the dismissal of a civil suit because

the plaintiff's counsel prejudiced the jury pool with his public comments.
Maldonado v. Ford Motor Company, 2006 Mich. LEXIS 1469. Under
Pennsylvania law, official comments weigh particularly heavily for changing
venue. See Commonwealth v. Cohen, 489 Pa. 167, 178, 181-84, 413 A.2d 1066
(1980);,; Commonwealth v. Pierce, 451 Pa. 190, 303 A.2d 209 (1973). Those are
criminal cases in which the government acts as the functional equivalent of a
plaintiff in civil cases.!” In my own experience, in a discrimination lawsuit filed
against a very prominent law firm in federal court, the trial judge ordered a nine-
month delay as a remedy for the prejudice created by the plaintiff’s attorney
appearing just once and making biasing remarks on a 6 A.M. Sunday television

program with an audience that was a tiny fraction of those who saw, heard, or

19 There are similar comments in federal cases, e.g.:
In this case . . . some of the information obtained by the media may have
been released by the government -- and this fact can be an important factor in
weighing the prejudicial effect of pre-trial coverage (citation omitted).
United States v. Stevens, 83 F.3d 60, 66 (1996):
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read about the many prejudicial comments by Sheriff Morgan. The status of a
government official, here an elected head of local law enforcement, lends special
credence to the accuracy of Sheriff Morgan’s comments and their prejudicial
impact. The plaudits the sheriff received from the newspaper, readers, and
others strengthens the state’s case.?
Quotations from Sheriff:

“Hatefulness and senselessness of this act” 18

The case rivals “a movie script” 19, murder saga as rivaling a movie script
27

Scope of the investigation “mind boggling” 27

The case is a “humdinger,” sheriff remark that the Billings murder case is a
“humdinger” has been quoted again and again across the nation (20), 19

“We are very anxious to share this story with Escambia County and the
nation. ... It's going to be a humdinger,” Morgan said 20

“Numerous federal agencies and law enforcement agencies in other states
involved 27

Gonzalez Jr. has an extensive criminal history, home invasion and battery
with a firearm 27

Defendant is the “mastermind” (21), 28 and leader 190

He spoke of secret training missions, practice runs, and a network of
criminal conspirators who stretched across state lines and national borders.
And at the center of it all: a “mastermind” named Leonard Patrick
Gonzalez Jr 146

In the days after the murder of Byrd and Melanie Billings, Sheriff David
Morgan squinted into the bright lights of national TV cameras and
described a coordinated, military-style assault that played out like a

20 However, the sheriff also noted other theories such as the mafia’s possible involvement.
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summer action flick. He spoke of masked men, dressed in black,
descending on the Beulah home and carrying out their attack with
surprising quickness. Four minutes. In and out 146

But information released by the State Attorney's Office last week paints a
far different portrait of the characters behind this criminal conspiracy.
Those documents suggest that the so-called polished and practiced
criminal team actually was a hastily assembled collection of small-time
criminals and financial failures lured by promises of a million-dollar
score. What the sheriff suggested was a reconnaissance run on the
Billings home before the murders appears to have been a half-baked
robbery attempt that was foiled when motion-sensing security lights sent
the suspects scrambling. And the mastermind, Gonzalez Jr., was more
than anything else a big-talking boaster who ran with low-lifes, was
quick with a lie and constantly cooked up schemes to get rich quick 146

Four of the suspects in the death of Byrd and Melanie Billings are
cooperating with investigators, Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan
said this morning in an interview with “Today Show” host Matt Lauer 47

“The big break was the video surveillance system that the Billings family
had in the home and on that compound, the big break, we have found
them” 53

Editorial: One week after the murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings at their
Beulah home, Escambia Sheriff David Morgan stood in front of the
nation's television cameras Thursday and proclaimed the majority of his
department’s work to be over 82

Editorial: Through it all, Sheriff Morgan kept his feet on the ground and
his mind focused on the task at hand; making arrests and giving the
public as much information as he thought possible and prudent. His
image, carried around the nation and the world, was one of professional
resolve. He and his department have the thanks of their community 82

Editorial: But on the biggest stage, Morgan took a leadership role, arrested
the apparent bad guys quickly and calmed a troubled city.
Well done, sheriff 82
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I agree with the News Journal’s editorial (“Sheriff Morgan shined in
handling Beulah murders,” July 19) that Escambia County Sheriff David
Morgan has done commendable work on this case 148

Sheriff to Billings daughter: “I asked you if there was anything I could do
for you,” Morgan said. “And your response to me was, ‘Find the people
who did this.” It is my honor to tell you, Ashley, and your family, we have
found them, and they are in custody” 53

Morgan has made several media appearances and held multiple daily news
conferences since the Billings murders 98

Escambia County is so fortunate to have the honor of David Morgan as our
elected sheriff. His professionalism, candor and knowledge are beyond
reproach. The way he has handled the Billings case is outstanding! The team
of Sheriff Morgan and State Attorney Bill Eddins is solid. I'm getting phone
calls from family and friends around the country concerning this crime that
has national news coverage and how impressed they are with Sheriff Morgan
93

Sheriff Morgan is pulling out of the public spotlight at the insistence of
investigators and the State Attorney Office 98

Sheriff conducted a news conference to address ‘“contract hit” rumors
surrounding Billings slayings 109

Morgan would not say whether “the Mexican mafia” had anything to do with
the Billings murders 114

Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan took to the national airwaves and
spoke of a possible contract killing and mafia connections 217

The sheriff has shone in his national media appearances while explaining the
slayings of Melanie and Byrd Billings 130

The Sherriff also played a special role as the self-designated official greeter
for jurors. This may have enhanced his credibility with jurors:

On Monday mornings, as prospective jurors board a trolley for the ride from
a parking lot ... Sheriff David Morgan typically greets them, hands them
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business card and thanks them for their service. Then when the prospective
jurors assemble ... Morgan speaks them again, thanks them for their service.
He does so in full uniform 232

Exculpatory.
An interview with Mr. Gonzalez Jr in which he suggests that Billings, a

used car dealer, was having trouble with other dealers. One of the dealers
told him the group wanted Billings “whacked,” but he refused the job. He
also made grandiose claims about the involvement of the “Mexican mafia”
(75), 82.

It was the defendant who planted the seed that investigators should look
into the powerful and violent organized Mexican crime syndicate known as
M35-13 for connections to the Billings homicide 132

“If this 1s about the killings, I didn’t do it, I can prove 1 didn’t do it, but I
may know some people who may have done it”?! 132

The defendant said that he had been used in the past by car dealers in
Pensacola to execute people 132
There is an overwhelming volume of coverage that either explicitly or
implicitly demonstrates not only that Mr. Gonzalez is guilty, but that he was the
sole shooter, the instigator, the planner, and a powerful Svengali in
manipulating the co-defendants and everyone around him. Even his alibis and
alternative theories are so many and ultimately so incredible that they

strengthen rather than weaken the support for his guilt.

ITI. NATURE OF THE CRIME (as portrayed in the media).
Especially Bad Crime. Under the nature of the crime criterion, we are

interested in whether there are aspects of the case charged that make it

particularly bad as compared with other cases of the same category in the penal

21 Unfortunately, some of the defendant’s “grandiose” claims seem more inculpatory than
exculpatory.
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code. As compared with other murder cases, this case stands out -- especially
because it’s a death penalty case.

Perhaps the most unusual and horrific murder in the Pensacola’s area
history 202

Horror lives on, tragedy 202
Byrd Billings shot in head, an execution-style slaying 28

His body had six bullet wounds - one in the back of each leg, two in the
face and two in the back of the head 132

Melanie Williams was shot five times - twice in the chest and three times
in the face and head 132

Home invasion 18, suspects all dressed in black 18

Some of home invaders dressed in black ninja garb and were wearing
masks (20), 28

One of the victims was shot to death after hands bound by plastic zip ties
90

Eight children, ages eight to 14, were in the house 18
One of the children discovered the bodies 18

The Billings had 16 children in all, four biological, six had Downs syndrome,
three adopted children had died 19, many more references to the Billingses’
children.

Three of nine children saw it, one left home to get help 28

A child - one of the couple’s nine adopted children with special needs -
said that “bad men” woke his father and told him “You’re gonna die.” He
watched as his mother was “shot in her shirt” 132

One of the Billingses’ nine adopted children stood and watched. The child
started to cry 216
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When the mother was shot, a baby was lying on the bed, and another child
was standing in the room 216

As millions watch the case unfold on 24-hour cable TV news and the
Internet, it's hard not to wonder how criminals could be so evil and so
dumb at the same time 32

Areas are smeared with blood, signaling the horror that struck the
Billingses’ home, you see the bodies of a man and a woman shot again
and again. Blood covers much of Melanie Billings’ Elton John T-shirt.

More blood streams in three directions from her mouth as she lies on her
back 154

Nearby, Byrd Billings lies on his stomach, having been shot even as he
raised his hands in apparent surrender when men burst into the Beulah
house. The attackers wore black over their heads and carried long guns. In
the grainy camera images, they resemble Grim Reapers as they beat Byrd
Billings on the floor of his own living room. Byrd Billings’ face seems
scrunched up in agony from bullets fired into him 154

He is lying not far from the couple’s bed. There, above the headboard, a
neatly lettered sign says what could be the couple's motto: “Just one life
time won’t be enough for us” 154

“I can’t understand why they had to kill them just to rob them” 58

Persistent rumor that killings a “contract hit” 90

Wal-Mart security camera footage shows Gonzalez meeting with other
suspects on day of killing 145

It was like something from a movie script 146

Photos detail gruesome scene 149, pictures depict violent, gruesome
details of the attack 149

Robbery that went horribly awry, thought there was $13 million in the
safe 164

See II. A. Inflammatory, above.
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The nature of the crime, as portrayed in the media, is so powerful and

so prejudicial that it provides significant support for the change of venue.

IV. GRAVITY OF CRIME. The next aspect to be evaluated to
determine the need for a change of venue is the gravity of the crime. A death
penalty case is, of course, the most serious of all cases in the law, and thus of the
highest gravity.

The fact that the Defendant is facing the death penalty is a factor that

has special significance in a venue motion because the jurors’ role in a
penalty phase is different from their role in the guilt-innocence part of a trial.
At the penalty phase, the jurors’ role is not merely to determine facts, but to
make an individualized normative decision on whether the Defendant should
live or die.?*

That issue is independent of the impact of the media coverage of the issue.
The fact that this is a capital case weighs in favor of a change of venue, but in
addition, the coverage repeatedly referred to the fact that the District Attorney
was seeking the death penalty.

Death Penalty References. Total references to death penalty: 142 + 32

references to capital punishment + others, e.g., ultimate penalty and others.

2 The fact that this is a capital case is a factor that supports a change of venue. However,
the repeated association in the media of the death penalty with this case may also tend to
desensitize prospective jurors to the death penalty and make them more willing to vote for
it. One study has shown that jurors in simulated trials are more willing to vote for death just
by watching the voir dire of a death qualification voir dire. See Haney, C., “On the
Selection of Capital Juries: The Biasing Effects of the Death-Qualification Process,” 8 Law
and Human Behavior 121 (1984).
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V. STATUS OF VICTIMS. The media plays an especially important
role in the penalty phase, if reached. The defense wishes to humanize the
Defendant; the prosecutor wishes to humanize the victims, to present the victim
impact story, as well as dehumanizing the Defendant. In this case the media
coverage performed the prosecutor’s role with respect to both the Defendant and

the victim.

A. Victims’ Personal Qualities.
The Billings family was profiled in the News Journal on Christmas Day
2005, well before their murder. At the time, they were parents of 16
children, 12 of whom were adopted 21.%

A framed copy of a newspaper story dated Christmas Day, 2005, hangs on
the wall near the kitchen inside the Billings’ Beulah house. The front page
photo depicts a grinning family sprawled across the house's playroom floor.
In the middle, surrounded by a swarm of smiling kids, Byrd and Melanie
Billings beam with pride. It is a snapshot of a life many people didn’t
understand. A life with a dozen adopted children, many with special needs.
A life of challenges, to be sure, but also happiness. A life that on July 9,
tragically was cut short. “Christmas was my mom's favorite holiday,” said
Ashley Markham, 27, as she sat at the kitchen table in her parents’ Beulah
home Monday. Her mom loved to shop, she said, and relished in the annual
opportunity to shower the kids with gifts. It's a role that, this year, Markham
is doing her best to fill. In the living room, a dozen stockings hang from the
mantel over the fireplace. A Christmas tree draped with flashy decorations
towers overhead. The house is light and cheery, and, for the moment,
surprisingly quiet. The dull drone of cartoons on the living room TV is the
only noise. Sunlight pours in through broad picture windows, illuminating

23 Where the status of the victims is used as a factor to assess the need for a change of
venue, it is sometimes argued that it is their status prior to the murder, not simply their
prominence acquired after death, but their prominence before they were killed, such as a
mayor or well-known doctor.

The newspaper had already covered the Billings family and they were apparently well
known and respected among a segment of the local community for their extraordinary
humanity, not just in their adopting and caring for so many abandoned children, but for
choosing so many who were disabled mentally or physically.



32

walls covered with wedding portraits and framed photos of happy family
memories 182

The Billings Family Trust For Children was formed to help provide for the
nine adopted children of Byrd and Melanie Billings. The children, five of
whom have Down syndrome and all of whom are disabled, were in the
family's Beulah home when their parents were slain by intruders 64

Deputy admired their efforts to give a better life to abused, neglected and
disabled children 18

Billingses had 16 children, four biologically 7, 12 adopted, six with Downs
syndrome 15. Some had been sexually and/or physically abused, some came
from homes where drugs were abused 15

The children’s emotional troubles abound as they deal with their parents’
deaths. They have issues in school, medical, and other problems due to their
various disabilities 202

“The most loving people I’ve ever known” 15, 19, “very loving people” 16
“Very good people” 19

The Billings take in other people’s children with huge troubles and raise
them as their own 42

Extremely concerned and worried about the children 19
The children with special needs and it just tugs at the hearts 45

“By example, Bud and Melanie taught us to overlook disability, to be color-
blind, to be patient with others and to give of ourselves. Their lives centered
around children, their family and each other. They loved deeply and
unconditionally” 79

“They embraced the complexity of raising children with special needs, and
they were their advocates. They gave these children a joyous childhood and
a much needed voice” 79

“They are just angels from heaven, wonderful, wonderful people 58



33

Daughter of Billingses: “We know they are looking down upon us from
Heaven, they are by our side every step of the way” 49

“We have lost two people who were truly trying to make the world a better
place, one person at a time. The family plans to continue their legacy in the
community, as that is what they taught us to do” 64

“The world lost somebody wonderful in Melanie, and Bud Billings did not
deserve to be killed in his household” 118

VI. STATUS OF DEFENDANT

A. Hostile and Negative Characterizations.
Dumb crooks (7), 32
Stupid thugs 32
Bumbling idiots (2) 32

Thank God the accused criminals were just as dumb as they were evil 32
Insane 237

How criminals could be so evil and so dumb at the same time 32
Mastermind (21), 37

The “organizer” 54

Scary creep, same for father 42

Former landlords and a neighbor of Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr. paint

him as a pistol-waving “nutcase” who always was late with the rent (4),
54

A former neighbor once described him as a “pistol-waving nutcase,”
saying that he was prone to walking his Gulf Breeze neighborhood with a
gun drawn while threatening people 222

Hot temper and a short fuse 202

An ‘evil man’ 29
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“A bad seed, he always acts like a thug, a mafia type and wannabe” 143

Gonzalez Senior a scary creep, ditto for his son. Contrast in family values,
the Billings take in other people’s children with huge troubles and raise
them as their own 42

And in a last-ditch bid to recruit his father as a getaway driver, Gonzalez
said Byrd Billings garnered a harem of children whom he routinely
sexually abused 202

The women in his life were unhappy with him, too, and deservedly so. His
mother urged his wife to “write him off,” that’s pretty bad when your own
mom is saying that about you” 143

“I’m angry, he has this extensive criminal history” 29
Criminal record of seven convictions, stretch in state prison 42
Has an arrest record that dates back to the 1990s 222

In the 1990s he was convicted of robbery, forgery, battery and grand theft
29

While serving a prison sentence, he put a female officer in an arm lock
and was convicted of battery on a corrections officer 29

Some of the charges include an assault on a sheriff's deputy after his arrest
outside a bar at Pensacola Beach 222

Neighbor said Gonzalez pointed a gun at him in anger shortly after moving
in following Hurricane Ivan. It happened when Gonzalez came home one
afternoon and found hurricane debris at the curb. “He just went off, grabbed
a pistol and started threatening me, saying that I'd better get my ... stuff out
of his yard,” ranted and raved and stormed up and down the street. I just
figured he was a nutcase” 54.

“A real boaster and a sort of obnoxious person” 118, a liar and a boaster 132

Guys like Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr. always remind me of a line from
“The Maltese Falcon,” an old Sam Spade detective story: “The cheaper
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the crook, the gaudier the patter.” Guys like Gonzalez strut around, full
of talk, gestures and grandeur, only to tumble eventually 143.

See II.A. Inflammatory, above, and III. Nature of Crime, above.

B. Possibly Mitigating, Positive, or Helpful.

Claimed he was “socially prominent” for teaching self-defense classes to
children 42

Won a Sertoma
Club award for his community service 42

Enjoyed a positive public reputation, had a non-profit organization,
FIGHT BACK, taught thousands of children martial arts self defense,
gaining praise and accolades 54

In a 2007 News Journal story, they said some 3,000 children in Northwest
Florida had gone through the program, learning basic martial arts and
safety tips 29

Gonzalez, 35, also taught self-defense to women. Among other activities,
he appeared in 2005 at the University of West Florida's Take Back the
Night event to demonstrate defensive maneuvers 29

Gonzalez's good deeds make allegations that began unfolding this
weekend even more unimaginable 29

He operated a not-for-profit self-defense and kidnapping awareness
program for children called Project FIGHTBACK 91

Last month, the Pensacola Seville Sertoma Club presented Gonzalez and
his wife the “Service to Mankind Award” for their dedication to Project
FIGHTBACK 29

Weeks before his arrest in the murders, he won the Seville Sertoma
Club's Service to Mankind Award for his work in teaching self-defense to
children through an organization he ran with his wife, Tabatha, called
Project FIGHTBACK 202
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“I'm really shocked,” Sertoma spokesman Gwinn Corley said Monday.
“He was very personable when I met him, and I just never would have
guessed he'd be arrested, period, let alone for this” 29

In a 2007 News Journal story, Gonzalez and his wife claimed their sole
interest was protecting children from being victimized by sexual
predators and child abductors’ 29

VII. RESPONDING AS A SMALL COMMUNITY

Population Size and Nature of the Community. Size and Nature of the

Community. While to some extent, the size and nature of the community is reflected
in the way the case was covered in the media, this factor is first determined separately
from the newspaper reports by the county population size.

The population of Escambia County was at the time of the trial 297,619.2* That
is a moderately-sized community. That is a population that is neutral, neither favoring
nor opposing the need for a change of venue. However, that is not the end of
assessing venue under this factor, as I will explain below. First, I will explain how

this factor plays into the analysis.

Underlying Policy Reasons for Considering the Population Size of the County

As a Factor in Change of Venue. There are four reasons why the size of the local
jurisdiction, in this case the population of Escambia County, is important in deciding a
change of venue motion:

(1). Size of Pool to Pick From. First, the larger the community, the better the

chance, at least theoretically, of obtaining a venire that is untainted by pretrial
publicity or other prejudice. In a high-profile case in Los Angeles County in
California, even if over 90 percent of the county has prejudged a case, that still leaves
almost a million people to pick a jury from. In a small county, once we reduce the

population of the jury pool by those who are ineligible because of age, hardship, non-

24 United States Census Bureau, State and County QuickFacts.



37

citizenship, ex-felon status, those who don’t return their questionnaires or don’t show
up when called, or several other factors, the numbers of jurors left in a middle-sized
county like Escambia is fairly small to begin with, typically no more than half the
population, once we omit those too young, are non-citizens, those ineligible for other
reasons, and those who never show up.

(2). Communication Network. A second reason that size of the community is

important relates to the network of communications through which residents learn
about a case and make judgments thereon. Word travels more quickly in a smaller
community. The communication is informal -- gossip over the back fence, rumors,
coffee shop interchanges -- rather than formal, that is, through the media. That is
especially true when the population is relatively homogeneous, and the smaller the
county, the greater the likelihood of homogeneity. There tends to be a higher level of
cultural integration and shared values; people are less alienated and fragmented than
in the large urban centers. That can make it more difficult to find a fair jury. Ina
smaller community, there also is a multiplier effect operating on whatever publicity
one examines, which works through an informal communication system: the coffee
shop, the service clubs, the few large employers, and the like.

(3). Impact of Case. A third reason why a change of venue is more likely to be

granted from a smaller community is that a story of a sensational event would receive
less attention in a larger area. It would, unfortunately, be less unusual, and would
have to compete with a greater number of other local news stories. In large urban
communities, even bad murders become only the case du jour, 15 minutes of fame and
then forgotten. In a smaller county like Escambia County, a major case can become
part of the historical lore of the community; in a sense it is seared into the psyche of
the community. Such cases are not forgotten, and even with passage of time the

memory may not dim too much.
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(4). Those with Contact or Special Knowledge. A fourth reason for using size of

the population as a factor is that the number of people with a direct or indirect
connection to a case is fairly stable across cases. The number of victims and their
families and friends, the witnesses, police and medical personnel, those who live
nearby or have some involvement, plus all of their families and friends, are not much
different in a case arising in a small county or a large one. But as a percentage of the
total population, that percentage is much higher in a small county than a large one,
leading to a much greater proportional tainting of the jury pool in the small
community.

A related point is that in a smaller community, people tend to know each other.
That includes jurors who know each other or they know case victims, the attorneys,
and witnesses. Jurors are likely to believe their identity is known not only to the
victims and their family members, but also to other members of the community. As
the chosen representatives of their community, they are likely to feel some pressure to
return the verdict the community expects. After all, they must continue to live in that
community.

In a small county, more people are likely to live near or be familiar with the
events that occurred, giving the event greater salience to a large percentage of the
populous. Such salience leads to greater awareness of the case, more focus on news
accounts about it, more of a personal reaction to it, and thus more potential bias about
the case. '

In the Gonzalez case, all the policy reasons came into play in supporting the need
to change venue. Looking at the media coverage, there are themes I will identify,
showing some facets of the small community:

All these factors increased the salience of the case to those who lived locally:
Cases are salient when they seem especially relevant to our lives. Salience may arise

because of propinquity, it could happen to me, people like me are involved, and other
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factors. Salience adds to our interest of the case, our personal and emotional
involvement, and our knowledge. It is the reason that editors put local stories on the
front page. While everyone knew about the Oklahoma City bombing, it had special
salience to the people of Oklahoma. They lived through, identified with the local
victims, and were suffused with coverage. I consulted on both cases; while I
recommended a change of venue in Oklahoma City, but not so in Sacramento. In my
own research, I have found that pretrial prejudice in high profile cases varies
dependent on their closeness to home and how it resonates in the personal lives of
respondents and in the local community.?
A. General
Small community reeling 15, 19
Beulah is an idyllic, quiet rural community 19

Sent shockwaves through this community 32

It's unfortunate that a place as beautiful as Pensacola is getting worldwide
attention for something so ugly 32

Massive media coverage of the murders 212

B. Signs of Small Community: Gossip and Rumor
Rumor (25), 64

Persistent rumor that killings a “contract hit” 90

“Contrary to rumors of as much as $12 million in the home the night of the
murder ...” 123

25 E. Bronson & R. Ross, “Gender and Salience As Factors in Jury Pool Bias: A Preliminary
Investigation,” California State University, Chico. Discussion Paper Series, 1999. Presented at
Southwestern Political Science Association, San Antonio, 1999; and “Justice in the Era of the High-
Profile Defendant: Will a Change of Venue Help?” California State University, Chico. Discussion
Paper Series, 1991. Also published as part of Proceedings of the Annual Meetings, American
Political Science Association 1991, presented at national meeting, American Political Science
Association, Washington, D.C. (1991).
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(The involvement of the Mexican Mafia) became a rumor that defined the
darker side of an already dark event 217

It was rumored that Billings had business acquaintances in Alabama and
laundered money for Mexican gangsters 166

Speculation, hoopla and speculation (11), 80

. Many References to Memorials, Donations, Support from the Community
A trust fund established to help the nine youngest 49

As the story made national news, there were a wave of donations 182

Friends and family have stepped up, donating their time and providing
emotional support 182

Family: “Everyone in the community ... has done so much for us” 182
An outpouring of support from the community 182

The Billings Family Trust For Children was formed to help provide for the
nine adopted children of Byrd and Melanie Billings. The children, five of
whom have Down syndrome and all of whom are disabled, were in the
family's Beulah home when their parents were slain by intruders 64

At least 1,200 expected to attend funeral 58

Ten Escambia County sheriff's cruisers escorted the funeral procession 79

. Salience of the Case to the Community and the Reaction to It

Top ten local stories of the decade: 2009 - Billings murders shock the
region, national 183

“It's because of the children, they had children with special needs, and it just
tugs at the hearts of all the viewers” 45

Millions watched the case unfold on 24-hour cable TV news and the Internet
32
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At the funeral, national and local reporters camped outside the church trying
to get a view of what was going on. The public was invited to attend the
visitation but the news media was asked to remain outside 58

Local and national reporters have viewed the video (of the bloody murder
scene) 158

News conference sometimes twice a day, one had nine news cameras, TV
networks carried the news conference live 59

Room full of local and national reporters 39

National television networks came to town, regularly broadcasting from
Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan's frequent news conferences as the
case evolved. "Dateline NBC" did features. Even international reporters
were in Pensacola 216

See the many comments from Sheriff Morgan and his press conferences,
above.

E. Other Community Responses.
While there are no specific textual citations, one perusing the articles in

the local newspaper in preparing this content analysis gets a real sense of local
pride that so much national, even international, attention has been focused on
Pensacola in connection with the Billings case. Reporters from all over the
world had come here, there were network television cameras rolling, there was
even some local pride in the attention paid to Sheriff Morgan, despite his

egocentricity and spreading of false rumors.

F. Media Response, Publicity
Drawn to the mystery and intrigue of the brash, grisly, shocking story 32

The case contains many of the elements that captivate crime connoisseurs
and the general public. Wealth. Intrigue. Children at risk. Uncertain
motives. A team of suspected killers who worked with military precision 45
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Oprah to examine Billings’s case, the Pensacola double-murder case that
has caught the attention of the world has raised the interest of one of the
biggest media moguls of our time, Oprah Winfrey. Ashley Markham,
daughter of murder victims Byrd and Melanie Billings, is traveling to
Chicago to tape a show with Winfrey about her parent's mission to help
special-needs children and her effort to pick up that mantle. The Billings
had nine adopted special needs children in their Beulah home. Escambia
County Sheriff David Morgan also is scheduled to appear on the show via
Internet teleconference from his Pensacola office 159

Watch the Oprah segment. Click here to watch the clip from “Oprah” about
the Billings family 161

Vicious invasion stunned Pensacola and much of the nation 161

The case has received lots of media attention, including numerous

discussions by cable news celebrities like Anderson Cooper, Nancy Grace
and Larry King 159

Visit pnj.com/billings for our special section with stories, archives, a
database of public documents, photo galleries, videos and more on the
Billings case 159

The grisly details of what happened to Byrd and Melanie Billings in their
home on July 9 played out in the national news. Five masked men wielding
guns burst through the doors as some of the children slept upstairs. In the
chaos that followed, Byrd and Melanie Billings were shot and killed 182

“If you're a crime reporter, this has got it all,” said Bruce Swain, a
journalism professor at the University of West Florida. “You may have had
10 other murders (in Escambia County this year) but how many involve
people who at some point were caring for (17) kids, and living in a spacious
home in an isolated area, and involving people entering the house, and
leaving with great precision?” 45

“It’s because of the children, they had children with special needs, and it
just tugs at the hearts of all the viewers” 45

Story made national and international news 59
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Room full of local and national reporters 39
Millions watched the case unfold on 24-hour cable TV news and the
Internet 32

At the funeral, national and local reporters camped outside the church
trying to get a view of what was going on. The public was invited to attend
the visitation but the news media was asked to remain outside 58

Local and national reporters have viewed the video (of the bloody murder
scene) 158

News conference sometimes twice a day, one had nine news cameras, TV
networks carried the news conference live 59

This was a made-for-cable news event. Nancy Grace kept wanting
interviews. CNN sent a reporter here. Inside Edition wanted to tell the story
to the world 81

One week after the murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings at their Beulah
home, Escambia Sheriff David Morgan stood in front of the nation's
television cameras Thursday and proclaimed the majority of his department's
work to be over 82

Outside the office during the interview was a TV satellite truck, a singular
symbol of what the crime has become -- a full-blown national story, with
unanswered questions, speculation about both the accused and the victims,
bloggers posting their own theories and beliefs. At one point, one national
network drew an unsourced tie between the accused and a Mexican gang 83

A journalism professor said a relatively new element of information-getting,
blogging and social networking, could contribute to the spreading of ramors
83

Even inside the office, the hum of a TV truck parked outside could be heard
through closed windows. On the street, a reporter rehearsed his lines 83

Billings daughter: “It’s enough to go through a parent’s death, to go through
it twice, plus deal with a criminal investigation, plus deal with the media, it’s
very overwhelming” 83
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Many news cameras and late-night press conferences 101

See the many comments from Sheriff Morgan and his press conferences,
above, Special Category: Improper biasing statements by government
officials

At the peak of fascination with the murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings in the
summer of 2009, more than a dozen news agencies flooded the news
conferences and camped outside the Escambia County Sheriff's Office and the
couple's funeral. Media interest has tapered, but TruTV, formerly known as
CourtTV is expected to cover the trial from start to finish along with The
Associated Press and other local media outlets, said Sheila Sims, media
coordinator for the court 219

G. Media Recognition of the Newsworthiness of the Killing
Gained international media attention 32

Story made national and international news 59

NewsRadio 1620 AM has been awarded the regional Edward R. Murrow
Award from the Radio Television Digital News Association for outstanding
achievement in broadcast journalism. The Pensacola news and talk station
received the award for its coverage of the murders of Byrd and Melanie
Billings, a Beulah couple slain July 9, 2009, during a home invasion and
robbery. NewsRadio 1620 now is a finalist for the national Edward R.
Murrow Award. ONLINE NewsRadio's winning audio entry can be found
at www.newsradio1620.com 197

Many highly prejudicial comments about the co-defendants that also prejudiced
the Defendant are not included.

H. More References to Sheriff Morgan
Sheriff Morgan in the national and international spotlight 45

Sheriff interviewed by “Good Morning America,” NBC’s “Today Show,”
and CBS’s “Early Show,” with interview requests from Oprah Winfrey,
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45

“Dateline NBC” and news organizations as far away as Sweden and Poland
45

CNN's HLN (formerly Headline News) has broadcast live coverage of
Morgan's many news conferences, while Sheriff's Office spokesman Sgt. Ted
Roy, substituting for Morgan, has been interviewed by Nancy Grace on her
eponymous, crime-heavy nightly program 45

Salience of the Case to the Community and the Reaction to It

“It's because of the children, they had children with special needs, and it
just tugs at the hearts of all the viewers” 45

Millions watched the case unfold on 24-hour cable TV news and the Internet
32

At the funeral, national and local reporters camped outside the church trying
to get a view of what was going on. The public was invited to attend the
visitation but the news media was asked to remain outside 58

Local and national reporters have viewed the video (of the bloody murder
scene) 158

News conference sometimes twice a day, one had nine news cameras, TV
networks carried the news conference live 59

Room full of local and national reporters 39

National television networks came to town, regularly broadcasting from
Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan's frequent news conferences as the
case evolved. "Dateline NBC" did features. Even international reporters
were in Pensacola 216

See the many comments from Sheriff Morgan and his press conferences,

above.

J. Coverage Related to Possible Change of Venue

Attorneys for the man accused of killing Byrd and Melanie Billings have
asked a judge to move the trial. The motion notes the extensive media
interest that followed the murders at the couple's home in Beulah. That
interest would make it difficult to find jurors who haven't seen or heard
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something about the high-profile murders. The motion references stories
from the Pensacola News Journal, the Northwest Florida Daily News, a slew
of national media outlets, YouTube videos of defendant statements and
Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan's numerous news conferences and
TV appearances 211

Defense attorneys already have raised concerns that they will be unable to
pick an impartial jury because of the extensive local coverage of a crime that
was one of the most shocking in Pensacola's history 216

A television cameraman photographed potential jurors as they entered the
courthouse 222

WATCH IT LIVE: Follow the trial in its entirety at pnj.com. We are
streaming video throughout the day and will replay the footage in a loop
after court ends each day. PHOTOS: Scenes from court throughout the day.
LATEST NEWS: Updates on testimony and court developments all day 228

Most jurors said that they were familiar with some of the details of the
murder 220

Conclusion on Size and Nature of the Community. While the population size

of Escambia County is a neutral factor in weighing the need for a change of
venue, the residents of the county have very much responded to the murder
of the Mr. and Mrs. Billings in the manner of a smaller county.

The community has united in its horror at the crime, have supported the
victims’ survivors, have spread many rumors, been overwhelmed by the
extent of the sensationalized media coverage, and was shocked that such a
crime could occur in their community. On balance, this factor supports the

need for a change of venue.

DEALING WITH PREJUDICIAL PRETRIAL PUBLICITY:
QUESTIONNAIRES, VOIR DIRE, AND OTHER TECHNIQUES



47

There are many possible ways to deal with excessive prejudicial pretrial
publicity in addition or as an alternative to a change of venue. It was likely clear to
the trial judge in the Gonzalez case that something might be needed to offset the
impact of the widespread case knowledge and prejudicial attitudes in his venire. The
local Pensacola newspaper reported that, “Most jurors said that they were familiar
with some of the details of the July 9, 2009 murder due to the heavy media coverage
that followed in the weeks after” 218.

The voir dire confirmed the panel members’ widespread knowledge about
the case, e.g.:

District Attorney: Now, a number of you -- and I think
probably quite a few of you -- have had some knowledge. I'll
ask that question. Just by show of hands, how many of you
know something about this case from the media? Basically,
everyone in that situation.”?

The prosecutor then asks a typical put aside question, and no one raises a
hand to indicate they couldn’t put aside what ever they know or whatever opinion
they may have. It was then clearly crucial to investigate, at least by defense counsel,
to figure out what knowledge or attitudes those prospective jurors had, to attempt to

determine how prejudicial those matters were likely to be, and to calculate how easy

it would really be for each of them to ignore aspects of a case that was characterized

9% ¢ Y &L 29 46 29 46

as “brutal,” “raw brutality,” “grisly,” “terrible,” “heinous,” “gruesome,” “evil,”
“devastating,” to cite only a tiny handful of newspaper characterizations of what
happened at the Billings house the prior year, and therefore what most of those
jurors had surely read about the case.?” In fact, most of the voir dire questioning was

less a dialogue than a monologue, where counsel seemed less interested in what the

26 Record on Appeal, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Jr., Appellant Vs.The State of Florida, Vol. IX,
at41.

27 See p. 18, supra.
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prospective jury members knew or thought than in ingratiating himself. Yet
obviously the important thing was to get jurors to express what was on their minds.

Getting the jurors to like him may have been useful, but given the nature of
the case, counsel should have been primarily concerned about two matters: the first
was finding and excusing those jurors who were indeed biased by the prejudicial
media about the case. The second was excusing those who would automatically vote
for the death penalty and protect those who opposed the death penalty but would not
always vote against it.

Jurors learned from listening to others how to pass the test of having their
answers accepted. For example, during death qualification, when asked about their
opinion about the death penalty, “neutral” became the magic talisman, and panelist
after panelist kept repeating it.

On the venue issue, course counsel was seriously handicapped in doing his
job by the voir dire process adopted by the court. After all, for example, if a panelist
would have explained that his or her serious bias was having read that the defendant
had a long criminal record and/or was the “mastermind” of the robbery and sole
shooter, counsel would learn that, but so would all the other prospective jurors.

The obvious and necessary answer to this dilemma was to have not only
individual voir dire, but sequestered voir dire as well, that is, some or all of the voir
dire held out of the presence of the others. I do not know if counsel requested
sequestered voir dire, but without it, counsel could not explore the crucial matter of
what the jurors knew and how it might affect them. Since counsel didn’t even know
what that juror knew, he was left with the ineffectual process of asking them if they
could put aside anything they knew or any bias they might have and decide the case
solely on the evidence presented in court. Such a hypothetical was barely helpful
when the juror was unlikely to know what might be biasing or to be aware of how

difficult it is to ignore the 400-pound gorilla or even a much smaller version.
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Such questions satisfy form but often lack function. The question is leading
by being highly suggestive of the answer. As with questions on applying the
presumption of innocence and following other court instructions, they are asked in
court, and prospective jurors are looking up at the judge in black robe next to the
American flag, been socialized to the correct answers by their Civics 101 class, seen
those who would not “do their duty” “fired” from the jury, been told what the
“correct” answer is, and then heard all the other jurors give that answer. Voir dire is
an imperfect means of measuring the fairness of a jury, but non-sequestered voir dire
especially significantly weakens its efficacy in high-profile cases like Gonzalez.

In answering the question of whether the techniques used by counsel in
Gonzalez actually protected the Defendant from the obvious and prejudicial media
coverage, it is useful to compare what was done in Gonzalez with the recent and
leading Supreme Court case on venue of Skilling v. United States, 561 U.S. 358
(2010).8

The Court noted that while the prejudicial publicity did not create a
presumption of prejudice in the case (although the Fifth Circuit had so found), it
certainly did agree that the prejudice was great, but the need for a change of venue
was avoided by alternative means adopted by the trial judge and facts in the case. I
will compare those facts and techniques in Skilling to the facts and options in
Gonzalez.

Facts in the Skilling Case. The following facts in Skilling lessened the need

for a change of venue, as compared with Gonzalez:
1. The huge population. Size of the population is a standard criterion used
in venue cases, as explained above. The population in the Houston venue, where

Skilling was tried, was four and a half million, 15 times the size of the Escambia

28 I note that I was a consultant in Skilling and also submitted a lengthy declaration.
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County population, thus lessening the need for a change of venue in Skilling as
compared with that need in Gonzalez.

2. Gravity of the crime. Gonzalez is a capital case, while Skilling involved
white collar crimes. Obviously, the gravity of the crime was much less in Skilling
and a change of venue less mandated.

3. Delay. In Skilling there was a four and one-half year delay between the
initiation of the publicity and the trial, over four times the length of delay in
Gonzalez: just over a year between the murders and start of trial. Thus, there had
been much less time for forgetting and healing in Gonzalez, and more need for a
venue change.”

4. Acquittals. In Skilling, as Justice Ginsburg pointed out in her opinion,
the fact that the same jury had acquitted the defendant of some of the charges against
him and that other juries had acquitted other Enron defendants of charges against
them in earlier cases indicated to the Court (of “prime significance”) that the jurors
had considered the cases without being unduly biased by the pretrial publicity.

All of these factual features that lessened the need for a change of venue in
Skilling were missing in Gonzalez. However, there were some useful remedies
noted in Skilling that might have been used in Gonzalez.

Techniques Adopted in Enron to Deal with Pretrial Publicity.

1. An extensive questionnaire. The Skilling court used a 14-page
questionnaire including 77 items. It was mailed out to prospective jurors in
November; trial started January 30, so attorneys had ample time to review them
carefully and then conduct a better and more efficient voir dire.

The Gonzales trial court did use a jury questionnaire, but it was, as

‘previously noted, unusually short, the shortest I have ever countered, just four pages

2 Delay is often noted as a possible remedy for prejudicial pretrial publicity, but rarely granted
unless it has already arisen prior to the trial.
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long, including one and one-half pages of instructions and one blank open page
labeled “Explanations.” The remaining one and one-half pages were the questions,
just eight of them, three on the pretrial publicity and five related to the death penalty.
The three questions about the pretrial publicity might have provided a good start for
a helpful voir dire, but counsel rarely dealt with that topic.

2. Individual and sequestered voir dire. In both trials, Skilling and
Gonzalez, the members of the venire were questioned individually, a very helpful
technique to help identify prejudice. Thus, the major and crucial distinction between
the two voir dires is that the Skilling voir dire was sequestered, that is, the jurors not
being questioned could not hear the responses by the juror being questioned, while
in Gonzalez, each juror’s answers could be overheard by the rest of that panel.

While non-sequestered voir dire damages the voir dire in multiple ways, it is of
special concern when trying to assess any prejudice generated from pretrial
publicity. When questioning a panel member about what they have read, seen, or
heard, the answer given may provide the rest of the panel with exactly the most
dangerous information, precisely the information you hoped they didn’t have. This
may be what happened in the Gonzalez case and may explain why the voir dire was
so unhelpful in discovering prejudice: you can’t identify prejudice if you don’t ask
about it.

3. As a minor matter, both trial courts allowed extra peremptory challenges.

The Skilling decision provides does not weaken the argument for a change of
venue in Gonzalez. There are important distinguishing facts that make the Gonzalez
case a stronger one for transfer to another locale: Population size, non-death penalty,
substantial delay between event and trial, and partial acquittals all make Gonzalez a
stronger candidate for transfer than Skilling. Also, the open voir dire seriously

interfered with the ability of counsel to impanel an untainted jury,
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None of these factors directly indicate Ineffective Assistance of Counsel,
except to the extent that counsel did not request questioning out of the presence of
other jurors, and I have no information on this, as well as the shortness of the

questionnaire, which it appears was primarily written by the defense,

SUMMARY OF OVERALL OPINION ON INEFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF
COUNSEL (IAC) UNDER STRICKLAND V. WASHINGTON, 466 U.S. 668 (1984).

It is my firm opinion that counsel conducted the defense of Mr. Gonzalez
with respect to the venue issue in a manner that fell below prevailing professional
norms, the first prong under Strickland, that is, below an objective standard of
reasonableness. That conduct includes not investigating the objective need for a
change of venue, including a content analysis of the publicity, doing a community
survey, and getting professional help. If this work had been done in a professional
manner, it would have demonstrated a clear need not to withdraw the motion for a
change of venue. In addition, the voir dire was below professional standards, but if
counsel did request sequestered voir dire and the Court rejected that request, he had
probably done all he could on that aspect of his duty.

In summary, counsel’s failed the first prong under Strickland in the
following ways:

Failure to seek and follow through on a change of venue before trial.
Failure to seek professional help regarding the change of venue.
Failure to conduct a community survey regarding pretrial publicity.
Failure to perform a content analysis of the media coverage of the case.
Failure to seek a change of venue after questionnaires and voir dire.

Failure to write a helpful jury questionnaire.

A o o

Failure to conduct an adequate voir dire as to the impact of pretrial
publicity.



53

As to the second, or prejudice, prong under Strickland, it seems clear
that, “but for counsel’s unprofessional errors, the result of the proceeding would
have been different. A reasonable probability is a probability sufficient to
undermine confidence in the outcome.” 466 U.S. at 694. That is, the evidence that
could have been presented in a professionally prepared hearing on venue would have
led to a successful change of venue motion and protect the fair trial rights of Mr.
Gonzalez.

Therefore, it is my opinion that counsels’ performance in the Gonzalez

case in the areas I have discussed met the two prongs of the Strickland standard for

ineffective assistance of counsel.

NOTES

The content analysis is based on material found in the Pensacola News Journal. The word or
phrase is taken directly from the newspaper, usually a direct quote.

There are usually either one or two numbers inserted after the word, phrase, or passage found
in the indented formats of this declaration. If the number is in parentheses, it refers to the
number of times that the word or passage appears in all the newspaper articles (Exhibit 2). If
there is a number appearing after the word or passage that is not in parentheses, it is the
number of one of the newspaper articles found in Exhibit 2, even if the word or passage
appeared multiple times.

If quotation marks used, the passage was from someone quoted in the article (and in quotation
marks in the article). All material is an accurate reflection of the newspaper material, either a

direct copy or shortened version.

Some materials in the analysis are my explanations, definitions, analysis, or summary, and
very occasionally, material is repeated where applicable under a second category.

A few of the articles at the beginning mention the defendant before the murder, and some
articles may only mention the case, but all articles refer to the case or parties.

Such words as “alleged” are usually omitted.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, except as to those
matters stated on information and belief, and as to those matters, I believe them to be true.

Executed on this 15th day of February 2016, at Chico, California.
@RM—J/ .

EDWARD J. BRONSON

Attachment 1. Curriculum Vitae
Attachment 2. Newspaper articles from Pensacola News Journal
Attachment 3. Log and summary of newspaper articles relating to case
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Billings Child Told Police Dad Fought Murderers
By Sarah Netter :
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It was a terrifying surprise: Two men burst into the bedroom of Byrd and Melanie Billings
and brutally murdered the Florida couple, execution-style, as one of their beloved
disabled children watched in horror. - Ry

According to 700 pages of court documents and witness interviews released on the
Billings case, the child in the room that day -- one of the couple's 13 special needs
children -- used sign language to tell police he heard a knock on the door before the two
men entered. '

The child told police he heard one of the men say, "You're gonna die -- one, two, three."
The boy said his father then grabbed one of the suspects and that his mother got shot in
the shirt. -
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When it was over, Byrd Billings was found inside the master bedroom, shot six times,
including twice in the back of the head, in what police believe may have been a contract
hit. His wife, found in the hallway outside her bedroom, had been shot five times,
including three times in her head. (



The alleged ringleader of the operation, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr., told police that-
his involvement was "very deep," according to the newly released documents and that
he wanted to "talk to the Feds about this." .

Investigators told ABCNews.com earlier this month that at least one source told police
that the couple were the targets of a contract killing. They were murdered July 9. '

=Play
null
"Early on in this investigation we had an uncorroborated statement from this individual
that it could have been a contract killing," said Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan.
"We have pursued and continue to pursue [this possibility]." _
Morgan declined to clarify the individual's relationship to the case, other than to say that
the statement was made to police "during the course of the investigation.” He would not
say if corroborating evidence to support the statement had been found. The Billings
were well known for having adopted and cared for 13 special needs children.
While police continue to investigate the possibility of a contract killing, the sheriff's office
is working with the state attomey to build a case against the eight individuals already
charged in connection with the crime, seven of whom are charged with the Billings'
murder. :
"Everybody is concemed that nothing be done to jeopardize the existing case,” Morgan
said. :
Police have repeatedly said that robbery was the prime motive for the deadly crime that
was executed with "military precision.” A single safe was taken from the home during
the robbery and was later revealed to hold only some jewelry, children’s medication and
family documents. _
"The one motive that we know, and is prosecutable... is that it was a home invasion, a
robbery and a murder occurred. Those things are very definitive. When you get in the
realm of, Was there an additional motive?" therein lies the conundrum,” Morgan said.
Nine of the Billings' children were in the home when their parents were killed.
Billings' Wealth Built by Many Businesses
Byrd Billings was a 66-year-old entrepreneur who dabbled in used cars and boats
before finally hitting it big. Melanie Billings was a 43-year-old country music lover who
fed the homeless and was devoted to her MySpace page. :
Together, they adopted 13 children with autism, Down syndrome or other
developmental disabilities and lived in a sprawling home west of Pensacola.




Interviews and court records obtained by The Associated Press also portray Byrd
Billings as a former strip club owner tumed used car dealer who was once sentenced to
probation for an adoption scam. He frequently crossed paths with ‘shady characters,”
according to an ex-wife, but police have offered no evidence linking his past to the
murder. .

Known around Pensacola as "Bud," Billings spent his.early years in Mississippi and
Tennessee. He incorporated a boat company in 1976, which was dissolved in the
1980s, and owned a car dealership in Mississippi in the 1980s.

In divorce records from the dissolution of his second marriage, in 1993, Billings reported
having a net worth of just $1,400, including total cash assets of $100 and a net monthly
income of $1,190. Four months after the divorce, Melanie became his third wife.

At the time of their death, they were living in a $700,000 home -- opulent by Pensacola
standards -- and associates say they employed several people to care for the children.
But how they got there from such a humble beginning to their marriage is unclear, the -
AP reported. Co '

Billings"background aiso includes a strange criminal case. In 1990, he and his second
wife, Cindy Reeve, pleaded nolo contendere -- which means they did not admit guilt but
agreed to a punishment -- to charges they doctored birth records and tried to obtain a
newborn for $2,100. They both received two years' probation, which was later amended
to a year. E o S
When reached by the AP, Reeve said she wanted to be left alone and the adoption "got
blowed out of proportion." However, she said Billings "always dealt with shady
characters."

At the time of their divorce, documents show, Billings worked as a consultant for Back
Seat Inc.,, a holding company for a topless bar, which opened in 1990 and no longer
exists. Arety Kapatanis, owner of the Pensacola strip club Arety's Angels, said Billings
tumed her life around after hiring her there as a waitress.

"Bud Billings was a man of integrity. He was generous," Kapatanis said. "He ran his
business in the most professional manner. It could have been a shoe store or a bakery.
| mean, this type of business tends to get a really bad rap. People expect shady
dealings, and they expect all kind of things like that. There was never any of that with
Bud.* - o

Billings later opened a used car lot, which, according to state business records, was
registered to Melanie and her daughter, Ashley Markham. The business runs on a worn-
out slab, surrounded by pawn shops and bail bond companies.

During the funeral service, Ed Brock, Melanie Billings' brother, praised the couple's
selflessness and kindness, exemplified by their adoption of 13 children with mental and
physical disabilities.

“Their lives centered around children, their family and each other," said Brock. "They
loved deeply and unconditionally. They embraced the complexity of raising children with
special needs, and they were their advocates. They gave these children a joyous
childhood and a much needed voice."

Though seven men and one woman have been arrested and charged in connection to
the murders, investigators are searching for “one more individual® who they believe was
supposed to disable the Billings' sophisticated security system. '

Mystery Woman, Realtor Pamela Wiggins, Complicates Case



Pamela Wiggins, a wealthy Florida realtor, is the woman once held in connection to the
case on charges of accessory after the fact for allegedly helping to hide the safe that'
was stolen as well as the transporting of guns used in the robbery. She was released in
July on bond. ; o
Wiggins' husband, Hugh Wiggins, tirst said that the stolen safe was hidden in the
backyard of one of her homes, according to police reports. e
Wiggins also owns the red van that was used to transport both the safe and the _
weapons used during the deadly crime, the report said. She was riding in the van while
the guns were being transported following the robbery and "had knowledge" they had
been used in the murders, one cooperating suspect said in the police report.

Last month, Morgan would not confirm or deny if Wiggins knew the suspects planned to
use her van or home before the operation or had any involvement in hiding the safe.
Wiggins was a person of interest in the case after police found she was "associated"
with one of the suspects up to the day of the murders. After police questioned her,
Wiggins was charged with accessory after the fact of a felony murder and was released
after she posted $10,000 bail. If convicted, she faces a maximum sentence of 30 years
in prison, state attorney Bill Eddins said. ‘. :
Morgan, in referring to Wiggins' release.on $10,000 bail, said she is "absolutely" not a
threat to society. v

Wiggins was originally arrested in connection to the case when she was aboard her
yacht, the Classy Lady, in Alabama. She also owns a dozen properties in three states
and a Rolls Royce. ‘
Weapons Recovered, Feds Involved S

Last month, police recovered several weapons including the probable "murder weapon
or weapons.” It was not immediately clear from where investigators recovered the
weapons. Police have enlisted the help of the federal Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to
test the weapons for prints, DNA, blood splatters and ballistics, Morgan said.

Morgan confirmed reports that the Drug Enforcement Agency was helping in the
investigation, but he refused to spell out their role other than to say the DEA was
investigating the suspects. .

"L ook at it from a broad perspective,” DEA spokesman David Melenkevitz told
ABCNews.com. For the sheriff's office to call in the DEA, *There has to be some drug
connection somewhere." :

Melenkevitz would not elaborate on the DEA's investigation.

The Associated Press contributed to this repont.



Fla. Panhandle Murder Case Has Many Twists

BY CATHARINE SKIPP 8/4/09 AT 8:00 PM
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If you talk to those who knew Byrd Billings over the years, two
portraits of him emerge. One was of a wealthy, bighearted man
who, along with his wife, Melanie, adopted 13 children, most of
them with special needs. The couple took in kids with Down
syndrome, autism, and fetal alcohol syndrome, and raised them
lovingly in a nine-bedroom mansion in Beulah, Fla., near the
Alabama border. They lavished them with clothes and toys and
annual trips to Disney World. When one of the older girls had her
senior prom, they outfitted her in a white Cinderella-style dress
and rented a stretch limo. The Billingses "had the capacity to love
lots of children who others were unable to care for," says Suzy
Watson, who taught two of the youngsters.

Yet the other Byrd Billings was erratic and bullying. Some of his
actions involving the children were bizarre. In 2004, for instance,
one of the kids with Down syndrome was accidentally burned in
the bathtub by scalding water. The boy later died during treatment
from an air bubble that entered an artery. After an incident like
that, the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF)
typically investigates (though the agency wouldn't confirm that it
did so in this case). Billings concocted a strange scheme involving



DCF, in an attempt to keep the agency at bay, says lawyer Robert
Beasley, who has represented Billings on other matters in the past.
Billings tried to trademark seven of the adopted kids' names.
Then, each time DCF referred to one of them in correspondence,
he claimed a trademark violation and demanded $10 million—in
‘silver coins, for some reason—ifrom the agency and from specific
employees. Eventually, a DCF attorney told him to send all
communications to the legal department, and Billings stopped.

ADVERTISING
In his business dealings, Billings could be similarly combative.
"Some days, you didn't want to deal with him," says Tim Higley, a
former employee. "One time, he threw a baseball bat at a guy
doing some remodeling work," because he considered it subpar.
It's unclear how Billings was wealthy enough to afford his
sprawling mansion. He once owned a strip club, the Back Seat
Lounge, but the more significant moneymakers were apparently
an array of ventures tied to used cars. Billings handled all aspects
of the trade: sales, financing, and repossession. His interest rates
and fees were notoriously steep, says Higley. In fact, his financing
company was cited and fined twice by the state for imposing
excessive charges on buyers, says Crystal Spencer, a former
lawyer for the Billings family. As part of his work, Billings also
associated with decidedly unsavory characters at times, according
to three people who did business with him and declined to be
named out of fear for their personal safety.

Try Newsweek for only $1.25 per week



All of this is now the focus of intense scrutiny, given that Billings
and his wife were murdered last month. Within days, authorities
arrested eight suspects and retrieved a safe stolen from the
couple’s house. None has entered a plea yet, though arraignments
are scheduled to begin on Thursday. The crime was elaborately
conceived, but certain basic elements, like the motive and the
connection between the victims and the suspects, remain shrouded
in mystery. At first, officials insisted that the motive was robbery.
But last Friday, Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan said at a
press conference that it was "a possibility" that the slayings were a
contract hit.

As authorities continue their investigation, the case is only getting
more convoluted. It features a collection of dubious characters,
Byzantine relationships, and elaborate swindles that are fantastical
even by Florida's baroque standards. "There is nothing about this
case that is a straight line," Morgan told NEWSWEEK. "It's a
running con game." |

The invasion of the Billings home was a methodically planned
operation, spearheaded by a man named Leonard Gonzalez Jr.,
according to court documents. Gonzalez and his gang rehearsed
the caper for more than a month, says Sheriff Morgan. They met
regularly at Gonzalez's father's home, where they practiced
breaking into a house and subduing victims. (The father, who was
one of those arrested, is "presumed innocent," says his lawyer.)
Surveillance cameras at two local Wal-Marts recorded members
of the crew buying supplies, including black watch caps, black
cargo pants, and zip-ties (which could be used as handcuffs). In



the buildup to the crime, says Morgan, the group surreptitiously
staged a dry run at the Billings house.

On the evening of July 9, the gang deployed, arriving at the
Billings home in two vehicles. Three armed men wearing
balaclavas broke through the front door, while a pair of others
entered simultaneously through a rear door, authorities say. Two
of the alleged participants, Wayne Coldiron and Frederick
Thornton, later told law enforcement, according to arrest repbrts,
that Gonzalez killed the Billingses with a 9mm pistol (their bodies
were later found in their bedroom). Nine of the kids were home at
the time, and a few of them witnessed the break-in. Authorities
say the men quickly retrieved a safe, loaded it into one of the
waiting vehicles, and everyone sped off. The whole operation
lasted less than 10 minutes.

But the gang apparently botched the job in a few crucial respects.
According to one source with knowledge of the investigation, who
requested anonymity because it's ongoing, the assailants were
after a different safe—one that had more than $100,000 in it—but
were unable to crack it. The one they took, perhaps as a
consolation, ended up containing only children's medication,
documents, and heirloom jewelry. In addition, the attackers failed
to disable the Billingses' surveillance system, a slew of cameras
that the couple had installed throughout the house, as well as
outside, to watch over the kids. As a result, cops captured images
of the two getaway vehicles, including a red van, and with the
help of tips found the van hidden behind a shed on Gonzales's
father's property. Authorities hauled the father in, and, in short
order, seven other people.



The chief catch so far, say authorities, is Gonzalez. A self-styled
goodfella who grew up in the Florida panhandle and served in the
National Guard, "he used to wear this black wool jacket, looking
like a Mafia guy. That's what he always wanted to be," according
to a former friend, Barry McCleary. In a deposition in an unrelated
matter last year, Gonzalez, who served time for robbery, battery,
and petty theft, claimed that his past exploits granted him keen,
and highly marketable, insights. "I'm an expert in criminal
countermeasures and defensive tactics,” he said, according to
James Jenkins, the attorney who deposed him in the earlier case.
Most likely embellishing, Gonzalez added, "1 do situational-
control workshops for government agencies, for private
individuals, for corporations.” Sheriff Morgan sums up Gonzalez
this way: he is "an inveterate liar" and "a psychopath."

For the Billings job, Gonzalez enlisted a friend named Pamela
Long Wiggins, authorities say. It's unclear how the two met, but
he rented a house from her, and their kids attended the same
school. A 47-year-old businesswoman who grew up in Albany,
Ga., Wiggins, like Gonzalez, cultivated an outlaw mystique,
according to her soon-to-be ex-husband, James Malden. She used
to brag about "people from the underworld" that she knew from
her days running a pawn shop in Georgia, he says. "She is a shady
person, and very smart." In 1993, she was the prime suspect in an
arson case involving a property that she owned, but she was never
charged, says James Carswell, the fire chief in Albany. Though
media reports have described her as "wealthy," that's not exactly
true. She has loads of assets—about 10 properties in the
panhandle and a 47-foot yacht (The Classy Lady)—but "they're



mortgaged to the hilt," says Ed Seitz, Malden's lawyer. (Charlie
Wiggins, no relation to Pamela, who has represented her in the
past, had no comment; Pamela has no attorney of record yet in the
Billings case.) At least five of her properties are now facing
foreclosure, according to county records Seitz showed
NEWSWEEK.

As for the remainder of the crew, they appear to be ancillary
figures whom authorities believe Gonzalez recruited as muscle. Of
the eight people arrested so far, seven, including Gonzalez,
allegedly participated in the home invasion and now face murder
charges. The eighth, Wiggins, has been charged as an accessory
after the fact, since the safe and some guns were discovered at her
house. As authorities build cases against these eight, they've
declined to answer some key questions. For instance: how exactly
is Gonzalez connected to the victims? All that's known from arrest
reports and the sheriff's public statements is that Gonzalez once
worked for one of Billings's companies; that at one point he
obtained financial backing from Billings for a martial-arts studio
he wanted to open; and that his father, who owned a pressure-
washing business, did some work on the Billings property. But
how would Gonzalez have known that the victims had a safe full
of cash in their home? And if the killings were indeed a contract
hit, for which Gonzalez was paid as much as $50,000, according
to the source privy to the investigation, who ordered it?

Here's where things get exceedingly murky. One person police
interviewed the night of the murders was a man named Henry
Tice, who also works in the used-car trade. He and Billings have
~ had joint interests in a number of ventures. For instance, state



records filed in 2007 show that Billings's financing company
provided funding to Hispanic-American Auto Sales, a Tice-run
business. Tice is also "good friends" with Gonzalez, who has
worked for him in the past, according to a former Tice associate
who requested anonymity out of fear. Both men were martial-arts
fans and used to work out together, the associate says.

Tice's relationship with Billings, however, became poisonous,
according to three people who knew them both and requested
anonymity for similar reasons. Two of them explained that
Billings had invested in a "floor-planning" deal with Tice, which
involves fronting money for bulk vehicle purchases, usually in
exchange for the titles and gradual repayment, plus interest. But
Tice, they say, pocketed the cash and made off with the cars,
fleecing Billings to the tune of at least $100,000. As a result,
according to the two acquaintances, Billings went to the Escambia
County sheriff's office, which began investigating (the detective
believed to be handling the case did not return calls for comment).
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Somehow, authorities say, they ended up part of a loosely connected group of

seven men charged in the shooting deaths of Byrd and Melanie Billings, a wealthy "

Florida Panhande couple known for adopting children with special needs. WatchCBSN lee

The suspects, some dressed as ninjas, stole a safe and other items during the
break-in Thursday at the sprawling Billings home west of Pensacola. Nine of the
couple's 13 adopted children were home at the time. Three saw the intruders but
were not hurt. Authorities would not say what was in the safe or what else was
taken.

Some of the masked men entered through the front door, while others slipped in gl
through an unlocked utility door in the back. They were in and out in under 10 Watch CBS News Live

minutes. The crime was captured by an extensive video surveillance system the , X .
Billings used to keep tabs on their many children. Watch CBS News anytime, anyiwhere

with the new 24/7 digital news network.
Stream CBSN live or on demand for
FREE on your TV, computer, tablet, or
smartphone.

"It was a very well-planned and well-executed operation,” said Escambia County
Sheriff David Morgan.
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The last three of the seven suspects were arrested Tuesday, though Morgan said
there still might be more arrests. State Attorney Bill Eddins said robbery was the
main motive for the crime.

Watch Now
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Adult daughter Ashley Markham - one of four Billings children from previous
marriages - sobbed Tuesday as she hugged Morgan, who said he kept a promise
made to her the night of the slayings.

j
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"It is my honor today to tell you, Ashley, your family we have found them and they
are in custody,” Morgan said.

The suspects ranged in age from 16 to 56, and several were day laborers who knew
each other through a pressure washing business and an auto detailer they worked
for. One, Donnie Ray Stallworth, was with the Air Force Special Operations
Command with an aircraft maintenance squadron at Hurlburt Field near Fort
Walton Beach. It wasn't clear how he knew the others.

"We're dealing with a group of folks with rare exception - of course, there's a
couple of people who are not - that again are basically day laborer sorts, folks that
get odd jobs, part-time jobs and they drift,” Morgan said. "With the exception of
Mr. Stallworth you don't have any career-minded people in this group,”

Morgan cailed 35-year-old suspect Leonard Gonzalez Jr. a "pivotal person” in
organizing the crime, but stopped short of identifying him as the mastermind. He

was charged Sunday with murder. Piay ViDEo
Beverly Hills street race caught
In court Tuesday, he read a statement proclaiming his innocence. on tape

"The sheriff intentionally thrust me into the public's eye without any charges being
filed and also intentionally placed me in a suicide ward to make me look even Most Shared
guiltier,” Gonzalez said. T

Muslim boy arrested afte

Described by friends as a loving husband and father, Gonzalez's passion is :’e:mc:er mistakes his clock for
teaching karate to young children, reports CBS News correspondent Terrell L
Brown. Kids who get more sunlight

tess likely to need glasses
Just last month, he won an award from a community organization for "Service to
Mankind,"” Brown reports. e R .
Muslim teen cuffed over clock
Gwinn Corley, a spokesman for the group that gave Gonzalez and his wife the mistaken for bomb speaks out
award for their program, said they brought their six young children to self-defense

presentations.

Moses Malone, 3-time NBA
"We were impressed with them,” Corley said. "He was talking about children and MVP, dies age 60
their respect for their elders. They both seemed to have a passion to teaching the . e .
arts to abused women and kids, they had & vision for how to give free self defense.” Toddler among youngest ever
. with type 2 disbetes

Gonzalez also once served in the National Guard - police think it was that
experience that helped pull off the attack with military-like precision, Brown

reports.

Records show Gonzalez, who was arrested Sunday in the Billings case, served time
in Florida State Prison on burglary and forgery charges in the mid-1990s.

His father, Leonard Gonzalez Sr., was also arrested. The 56-year-old was charged
Sunday night with evidence tampering after authorities said he tried to cover up
some damage on a red van seen on surveillance video pulling away from the house.
Officials said the damage was unrelated to the crime. Tips from the public led
police to the van Saturday.

21 PHQTOS

New limbs, new hope for

The elder Gonzalez owned a pressure washing business and may have visited the Africa's hunted albino children

http://www. cbsnews.com/news/?-suspects-held-in—slaying—of-ﬂa-couple/ 9/18/2015
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7 Suspects Held in Slaying of Fla. Couple - CBS News

Billings property once before. Another man arrested and charged with murder
Sunday, day laborer Wayne Coldiron, 41, sometimes worked for him and also may
have visited the property, Morgan said.

Coldiron, who appeared in court Tuesday and said he had lost his jobas a
plumber, served two years in a Tennessee prison in the early 1990s after killing a
man during a fight. He also served nearly two years in prison in Florida on an
aggravated assault charge.

The other four suspects were arrested Monday and Tuesday.

Authorities in neighboring Okaloosa County arrested 31-year-old Gary Sumner,
another day laborer who was in a county jail on an unrelated traffic charge. On
Tuesday, three more men were arrested: Stallworth, 19-year-old Frederick Lee
Thorton, and a 16-year-old whom officials are not naming because he is a minor.

Eddins, the prosecutor, said he would seek first-degree murder indictments from a
grand jury against all the suspects, including Gonzalez Sr. He would not say
whether he will seek the death penalty.

Escambia County Judge Tom Johnson refused to set bail for the younger Gonzalez
and Coldiron at the request of State Attorney Bill Eddins. Johnson set their
arraignments for Aug. 6. Bond for the elder Gonzalez had already been set at
$500,000. The suspects arrested Monday and Tuesday are due in court this week
except for Stallworth, who must be extradited from Alabama, where he was
arrested.

The Billings family attended the hearing Tuesday but made no statements. Some
were in tears afterward.

Friends, meanwhile, struggled to understand how the couple could have been
Xilled in such a horrific way.

»Melanie and Byrd both would give you the shirt off their back and maybe they
were too trusting,” said Patsy Brown, who had known Melanie Billings for 22
years.

© 2009 CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed. The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Three More Arrests Made in Murders of Florida Couple With 17 Children | Fox News Page 2 of 5

One of those arrested Sunday, 35-year-old Leonard P. Gonzalez Jr., was a Pensacola martial arts instructor. He and his
wife, Tabatha, received a Service to Mankind Award in June from the Pensacola Seville Sertoma Club for their work in
{eaching self defense to children and abused women.

Gonzalez and his wife had as many as six young children and brought them to the self-defense presentations, said Gwinn
Corley, a spokesman for the Sertoma club.

"We were impressed with them," Corley said. "He was talking about children and their respect for their elders. They both
seemed to have a passion 1o teaching the arts to abused women and kids, they had a vision for how to give free self
defense.”

Several of the suspects were day laborers who knew each other through either a pressure washing business or a car
detailing group, Morgan said.

The arrests started Sunday with 56-year-old Leonard Gonzalez Sr., who was originally charged with evidence tampering
but will be charged with murder, authorities said. He is accused of driving a red van seen on surveillance video pulling
away from the Billings home and then trying to paint over it.

His son, Gonzalez Jr., was aiso arrested Sunday along with day laborer Wayne Coldiron, 41. Both were in court Tuesday
to face murder charges.

Another day laborer, Gary Lamont Sumner, 31, was arrested on a murder charge in a nearby county Monday after he was
pulled over in a traffic stop. Morgan said investigators have placed Sumner at the scene, though he would not provide
details. )

Three more people were arrested Tuesday — 8 juvenile whom police did not identify; Frederick L.ee Thorton Jr., 19; and
Donnie Ray Staliworth, 28, who was amested in Alabama but lives in Florida.

The break-in was captured by an extensive video surveillance system the Billings used to keep tabs on their children.

Surveillance video showed three armed, masked men afriving in the red van, entering through the front of the house and
then retuming to the vehicle. Others dressed in what the sheriff called "ninja garb” went in through an unlocked utility door
in the back. They were in and out in under 10 minutes.

"l think you'll find this particularly chilling and here's why: We have a team that enters at the rear of the home and another
that enters at the front of the home,” Morgan said. "It leads me to believe this was a very well-planned and methodical
operation.”

Morgan said, however, that there was no indication anyone had unlocked the door for the intruders, adding that people in
the community felt comfortable leaving their doors uniocked.

The couple owned several local businesses, including a finance company and a used-car dealership. They lived in Beulah,
a rural area west of Pensacola, near the Alabama state line, in a house set deep in the woods. They had 17 children in all
— 13 of them adopted.

Tips from the public led police to the van on Saturday.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

http://www.foxnews.com/story/2009/07/14/three-more-arrests-made-in-murders-ﬂorida-co... 9/18/2015
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Three More Arrests Made in Murders of Florida Couple With
17 Children : '

Published July 14, 2009 ] 0
FoxNews.com

Three more suspects were arrested Tuesday in the carefully orchestrated home-invasion murders of a wealthy Florida
Panhandle couple known for adopting special needs children, the sheriff said.

That brings to seven — six adults and one juvenile — the total number of people arrested in the deaths of Byrd and
Melanie Bilfings, said Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan.

*We have found them, and they are in custody,” Morgan told reporters and the couple’s sobbing adult daughter, Ashley
Markham, Tuesday afternoon. He called the robbery "well planned” and "well executed."

Click here for photos.
There Is at least one more person at large suspected of “aiding and abetting" in the crime, Morgan said.
The Billings were known for adopting children with developmental disabilities and other special needs.

They were shot to death early Thursday evening in their home near Pensacola. Nine of the couple's 17 children were
home at the time and three saw the intruders but were not hurt.

Masked suspects, some dressed as ninjas, stole a safe and other items during the deadly break-in at the couple's
sprawling Florida Panhandie home.

"Last Thursday, tragedy occurred ... (and) we witnessed the worst in man: hatefuiness, cruelty and indecency,” Morgan
said. .

Three people — two adults and the 16-year-old juvenile — were caught Tuesday. Three suspects had already been
arrested over the weekend and a fourth on Monday evening.

"The primary mofive was robbery,” said prosecutor Bill Eddins. Morgan had earfier said that there were muttiple motives for
the crime.

Authorities would not say what was in the safe or what else might have been taken from the house.

Morgan said investigators were still looking for at least one more person in the case and at least one of the suspects in
custody may have done work at the Billings home. He has previously said the suspects had no direct connection to the
victims. : :

http://www.foxnews.com/story/2009/07/1 4/three-more-arrests-made-in-murders-ﬂorida-co_... 9/18/2015
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The Pensacola Adoptive Couple's Murder: A Hit?

By Tim Padgett i Saturday, Aug. 22. 2009

=

By most accounts, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr, —
the faled karate instructor who allegedly murdered a
wealthy Pensacola, Fla., couple last month in front of
their young adopted child —~ is a blowhard. "He's
always got a big game,” one friend told police, "be’s
always got some bullsh-t to talk about.” Said another,
"He's always blowing smoke up everybody’s tail

" about, yon know, ‘I got this going on, we're gonna
make some money, da-da-da.” As 4 result, “it would
be easy to dismaiss Gonzalez as 2 lying con man,
which he is for the most part,” notes David Morgan,
sheriff of Escambia County in Florida's northwestern
panhandie, who says he has heard some tall tales
from Gonzalez since he was arrested. “But sadly there
are instances in his life when his boasting had
elements of truth.”
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violence op this family,” Morgan says, “but with each passing day and each new witness, we're finding that's
probably not the case.”

» (See the top 26 crimes of the century.)
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The new case documents do suggest the Billings murders were s "hit.” Billings, for example, was shot six times with
2 9-mm handgun - once in the back of each leg, twice in the face and twice in the back of the head, the kind of
deliberate execution-style pattern often meant to send a massage. One of the Billings' adopted special needs
children, an autistic boy who was in the couple’s bedroom where they were killed, told investigators via sign
language that "bad men" burst in and told Billings, who briefly struggled with them, “You're gonna die.” Melanie,
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the break-in and shooting. Making the investigation more baroque is the $20,000 that Tice, hoping to save his
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"very deep” and fears for his and his family's safety because of it.
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Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) )
illi Arti by~ mmuoan,zoonunsm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 2:435pm )

YW inilangssee. comyarticle/20090710/BREAKIN NEWSA B
Beulsh couple who adopted 12 children shot to death
s or Travis Griggs - PENSACOLA NEWS 1aumans o July 10, 2009

e wrarery ) o . . - o
. *Janice Thomas, circuit administrator for the Florida Department of Children and Families, said that as of this morning, her a; has not bee
nem BSLS contacted about becoming nvolved in the Billings’ case or taking over the care of the couple’s minor children, & geney "

, “We are aware the children are all with relatives * Thomas said.
@) Thomas said only three of the Billings’ childres were adopted through DCF’s foster care system.

Posts: 1509 “The others were adopted 'through other states,” Thomas said.
Thomes said in genel, DCF doss rovides postadoptionseviees for familis, ncding counseling and aosss o resoupee

Last Edit: Sep 3, 2010 at 8:19pm by scooter
acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (Mx—% 2009) Repiy #] posted Oct 21, 2009 at 3:1
Administrator Post by scandyrose oa Oct 21, 2009 at 3:15, Spm
ke mmmgs@ﬂmmm@{ﬁm

The Big

Cheese Caring by the dozen

Beulah family blessed with love of adopted children

=@ Nicole Lozare « Pensacola News Journal * July 16, 2089

Editor's note: This story by former News Journa) staff writer Nicole Lozare originally was published in the Pensacola News Journal on
Dec. 25, 2008, Byrd and Melanie Biilings were found shot to death in thefr home Thursday, July 9, 2009,

'T‘l-;ecoupletooktwotripsmDisneyWoﬂdlastmmu,brenkingﬂ:echildmupimotwogmupssothmtheycouldspmqualitytime with
each.®

Posts: 1509

"Byrd has tl\;gﬁbiologiul children from his first marriage; a son he adopted during that marriage dicd. He also has another son, adopted after his
divorce in X .

His eldest son, Michael, 41, lives in Tampa. His daughter, Melissa, 29, lives in Phoenix,
His first adopted chﬂd,hh!;clwkedwdeaﬂliﬂammnenwiﬂlagirlﬁialdin 1995

"For extra protection, the driveway has a sensor and the house is fuily alarmed. When a door is opened, a beep is sounded and an adult
checks to make sure a child has not stepped out, : :

The bouse also has & camers in every room. Thirty days of footage from each camera is constantly retained.”

Original December 2005 News Print Screes Captwre:

http://acandyrosé-timelines.proboards.com/thread/388/billings-case—news—articles-july?pag... 9/30/2015
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Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 10:21am by acindyrose
P. ings € i 2 Reply #2 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 3:33pm

ost
YWW.

Killings have bi%yimpm on small eo-nun::{
The Billings family touched many in their Beulah neighborhood
Troy Moon « tmoon@pnj.com * July 11, 2009

Administrator , . ‘

#td%%  "Karla Amnold, 47, a clerk who works at the nearby Swifty Serve convenience store, said the Billingses had been coming in the store for years.
The Big
Cheese

" eywereverygoodreople,"shesaid. *The kids would be with them sometimes. Some had Down syndrome and were in wheelchairs. They
were real good people.

Amold, who lives about a mile away ﬁ‘omﬁwBﬂling;lmme, said she has & clcaning business on the side and cleaned the family's home on three
different occasions.”

Posts: 1509

*Regina Spence is the biological sister of one of the Billingses' children, Justin Billings, who was adopted right after his birth in 1989. Spence, 21,
was adopted by another family about the same time.

She hes never seen her brother or spoken to him but has been *balling my eyes out,” she said Friday."

acandvrose Mm&w%m&wwn,mamsm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 3:35pm .
Fhddw  VIDEO: 3 soughtin slaying of couple with 16 kids

The Big Cheese
WWW, SN jd/21134540/v 2404

Posts: 1509
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Red Van leaving the property with the three men

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 5:23pm by acandviose

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sent 2009 Reply #4 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 3:39pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 a¢ 3:3%pm

WwWw.cnn, iC 07/10/Florida. ¢ i i

/i hitml

Couple who adopted 12 children slain

Eight children found in home with slain parents, authorities say

Byrd and Melanie Billings had adopted 12 children

Parents were found shot to death in their Florida home, near Pensacola
Surveillance video shows three men in a red van entering property before deaths

updated 1:59 a.m. EDT, Sat July 11, 2009

"The victims were identified as Byrd and Melanie Billings by Jeff Martin, director of the District Medical Examiner's Office. Autopsies have not
been completed, he said.”

acandvrose
?,gg‘ ;E,‘;f?:”‘ "Nancy Markham, a relative of the family, told CNN affiliate WEAR-TV that her son was inside the Billings' home when the shootings occurred.

he Big "He said that Bud and Melanie had, both of them had been murdered,” Markham said *

Posts: 1509

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 5:25pm by acandvrose
illy 1 ) Ju

: News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Repl #5 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 3:43pm
o5 Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 af 3:43pm
abcnews. go.com/US/story 7id=8059, =

Ad_mini;lrator
:i".;"g ;* = Cops Hunt Van as Kids Cope With Killings
C ¢ Dig Cops Seek Van, 3 Men After Parents of Approximately 16 Found Shot Dead i Bedroom

g, By STEVE OSUNSAMI and MICHAEL S. JAMES
§o 2y 11,2000

"They are surrounded by many family and friends," said John Markham, whose brother is married to the second oldest sister in the large family of
the two victims, Byrd *Bud” Billings, 66, and Melanie Billings, 43, of Beulah, Fla."

Posts: 150%
Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 10:27am by acandvrose
Billings Case News Articl = 2009) Reply #6 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 3:48pm el
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Post by acan
.pni.co

dyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 3:48pm
WWW.pn article/2! 11/NEWSQ ]

jarticle/200907 03221)

acandvrose  Sheriff: 'Persons of iuterest’ interviewed
‘nistrator Van thought 10 be connected 1o killings found Saturday
Travis Griggs * tgriggs@pnj.com * July 11,2009

»Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan said that phone calls from citizens led investigators to a red 1S-passenger work van that was seen at the
home the night of the shooting.

s e

2
j The van was located at about 1:30 p.m. today behind a single-wide trailer on the 300 block of Palm Court, near W Street and Beverly Parkway "

» According to court documents filed in 2007, the couple were given femporary legal custody of two additional children by a mother from Arizona.
On Friday aftemoon, the News Joumal was unable to verify if these children still were living with the Billingses"

Billings Case News Arficles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #7 posted Oct 21,2009 at 3:51pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 3:51pm
WWW. G COm. /CRIME/O7/1 17Florida gouple killed/index huinl

Two questioned in killings of Florida couple

Story Highlights

Two people are being questioned and a third is being sought

Red van, caught on surveillance cameras leaving the home, has been found
705 Byrd and Melanie Billin‘gs were found dead in their home Thursday

Administrator Eight children found in the home are being taken care of in undisclosed location
ey

Sl

The Big

Cheese .

o ?

Posts: 1509
"Interviews with associated neighbors, friends and family" led to a relative of the van's owner and another person, who were being questioned
Saturday evening, the sheriff said. "
Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #8 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 3:53pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 3:83pm

TS www.northescambia com/2p=9379
A;\dminisuzuor

G#EE  Family Statement Os Double Murder
The Big Juty 12, 2009
Cheese
The family of double murder victims Byrd and Melanic Billings released the following statement on their death:

G &} “We are deeply saddened by the tragic events that have occurred. Our first obligation is the children. The nine Billings children that were in the
§ ®  house are all safe and coping well. They are surrounded by many family and friends. The children have not been separated nor will they be. Bud
and Melanie’s world revolved around all of their children....our second obligation is finding the peaple responsible for this.”

The Billings were shot to death Thursday evening at their home in Beulah

acandvrose  Billings Case News Apticles (Julv-Sep; 2009) Reply #9 posted Oct 21, 2005 at 4:01pm
Adminisirator  Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 4:01pm
BT today msnbe,msn.com/id/26184891yp/31875403#31875
The Big Cheese

Sheriff Morgan on the Today Show this morning

403

July 12. 2009
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Billings Casg News Articles Uuly-Sent 2009) Reply #10 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 4:11pm
Post by acandyrose an Oct 21, 2009 at 4:1 1pm
m.witx. com/news jsnkey=9844 1&1c=na

FL Potice Find Van in Connection with Parents Murder

July 12, 2009 14:24 PM

"Crime scene investigators and detectives sti)l were examining the van on the property on which it was found at 7:15 p.m. Saturday.
Morgan would not say if the van belonged to the owner of the mobile home,

The trailer belongs to Leonard P. Gonzalez Sr. and Carol S. Brant, records from the Escambia County Property Appraiser's Office show.

Frank Gonzalez, who lives two houses down on Palm Court and who identified himself as the estranged brother of Leonard Gonzalez, said he
was unsure whether the van was his brother’s.

The mobile home, surrounded by chain-link fence and shrubbery, has only one eniry point, a gate at the front of the Pproperty.
The 1982 Dodge van was tucked behind a detached storage shed in the home's backyard and was barely visible from the street.
The van didn't appesr to have s license plate.”

Fox10 Video Screen Captures below of 318 Paim Court:

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 5:37pm by acandyrose
Billin s¢ News Anicles (July-Sept 2 Reply #11 posted Oct 21, 2009 at4:19pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 4:19pm

P!
www.chron com/d isp/story mipl/apAop/al 1/6526195 hitml
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2 held on murder charges in Fla. couple's slaying
2009 The Associated Press

July 12, 2009, 10:22PM

"Thomas Brown, who works in the area where Byrd Billings owned an auto business, says residents can only guess about who would commit this
type of camage.

% 9 David Mack, who owns a company next {0 Byrd Billings' auto business, sa Billings will be missed. David Mack, owner of neighboring
business, in interview. David Mack, who owns a company next to Byrd Billings' auto business, says Billings will be missed.”

Posts: 1509

*Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan says day laborer Wayne Coldiren turned himself in around 9 p.m. EDT Sunday. He says Leonard P.
Ganzalez Jr. was arrested later in Santa Rosa County.

Morgan says Coldiron was friends with 56-year-old Leonard P. Gonzalez Sr., who was charged earlier in the day with evidence tampering.”

Billipgs Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009 Reply #12 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 4:28pm
Post by scandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 4:28pm
www wkrg com/crime/article/three-arrests-in-billings-

Three Arrests In Billings Murders

By Chad Petri Reporter

Published: Mon, July 13, 2009 - 1:25 am CST
Last Updated: Mon, July 13,2009 - 1:55 am CST

"Pirst, 56-ycar-old Leonard Gonzalez Senior was arrested Sunday afternoon. He was charged with tampering with evidence in a murder
investigation. Authoritics say he tried to change the appearance of this van confiscated by the sheriffs office. Then law enforcement officials
announced the arrests of 41-year-old Wayne Coldiron and Gozalez's son, Leonard Gonzalez Junior. Those two have been charged with an open
count of murder--but connections to the billings are unclear.

“We have no information that would lead us to believe that Mr. Caldiron had any previous contact with the Billings family,” says Escambia
County Sheriff David Morgan.

According to Coldiros's arrest report, Gonzalez Senior claimed to be the gelaway driver when his son, Coldiron and several other

anknown men road to the billings home in the sow infamous red van. The report says Gonzalez Senior saw his son, Coldiron and the others
enter the Billings home to commit a robbery but he didn't know who fired shots killing Byrd and Melanie Billings.”

acandyrose
Administrator
skl

The Big

Cutmrhis Bnantts Dugosman : AF

Thres peopie sre i Cusiody. From lek are Leonaid Patrick Gonzalez Jr.. Laonard Parick Gonzalez Sr. and Wayne
Coldiron. Coldiron and the younger Gonzalez are chiarged with murder and home invaslon. Gonzalez Sv. is
charged with evidence tampering.

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at S:41pm by acandvrose
acandyrose  Billings Cuse News Articles (uly-Sept 2009) Reply #13 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 4:34pm
Administrator  Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 4:34pm
v Sheriff Morgan on The Today Show
The Big Cheese
07/13/09
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Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 5:53pm by acandyrose
Billings Case News Aricles (July- gggjx‘#14posted0ct21,2009at4:49pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 st 4:49pm

WWw.enp com/2009/CRIMEAY?/] 3/fiorida couple sl

Daughter of slain Florida couple: 'We want justice’

Administrator 3 R here o be strong for the children,” sibling Ashley Markham says
1‘.h B éh - Wayne Coldiron and Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr. face murder charges
© 518 Chees. Gonzalez's father arrested carlier Sunday, charged with evidence-tampering

updated 36 minutes ago [07/13/09)
PENSACOLA, Florida (CNN) --

Posts: 1508 wp; s news conference Monday, one of the couple’s grown children said the family does not know the suspects.
"We have no knowledge of them," said Ashley Markham, the biological daughter of Melanie Billings.

"We just -- we want justice.*

Aandyrose
Administrator Bylli ¥ ‘i icl ly-Sept 2009) Reply #15 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 4:51pm
(s £ 21 Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 st 4:51pm
The Big Cheesewww.pni.com/

%y » Family Statement
7 WWW.pnj com/assets/pd DP] 38461713 PDF
Pons. I w 9 S - SH- —— ——

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles ( July-S 2009) Reply #16 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:03pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:03pm
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www.foxnews com/story/0,2933,531 968,00.html
Police Probe Business Ties of Murdered Florida Couple With 16 Kids

R
The Big Monday, July 13, 2009
Cheese AP

PENSACOLA, Fla. —

*I began as what we thought was a home invasion. At this point because of the complexity and the ties this family had through the business
community, we're moving many other directions. Could be money, could be a whole host of things,” Morgan said on the NBC *Today" show.

Posts: 1502

Morgan also cited the family's business ties in an interview on the CBS "Early Show" but declined to be more specific and said investigators are
working on "multiple motives.”

Billings Case News Artigles (July-Sept 2009) Replv #17 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:06pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:06pm
WWW .CDI ¢ m/2009/CRIME/Q7/13/florida couple slain/index.html

More arrests planned in slayings of Gulf Coast couple

rose  Story Highlights

ministrator NEW.: Bail set at $1 million for two suspects charged with murder, robbery
RV NEW: Sheriff says as investigation deepencd, case took "a hard right or a hard left"

The ;lg % ¥ have to be strong for the children,” sibling Ashley Markham says

Cheese  ndated § minutes ago [07/13/09]

acan
Ad
s

T

) :}‘ *The investigation into Thursday's shooting deaths has become “a window into something bigger," with multiple motives, multiple suspects, and
2 sudden twists and tums, Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan said at a briefing Sunday night.

1502 “This is like a movie script. The more we've delved into this and worked this casc, the different avenues that it would go down. Just when you
Posts: 1 thought, 'All right, we're in a straight line at this point with this investigation,' it would take a hard tight or a hard left, and it was almost as though
you had another investigation that you were initiating.”

"We dare very anxious to share this story with the citizens of Escambia County, and with the nation if you will," Morgan said. "It's gonna bea
humdinger.”

Last Edit; Oct 22, 2009 at 10:28am by acandyrose
ilin; News Articles (Julv-Sept 2 gcplyﬂgposxedOcul,Z(DQatS:llpm

on Oct 21 pm
/news/nati 81 i i

la_motive_prt ins 996
Motive probed in siaying of Fla. pair
Multiple motives, more arrests possible
: Updated: Monday, 13 Jul 2009, 3:28 PM EDT
y¥rY 1o orPublished - Monday, 13 Jul 2009, 12:01 PM EDT
A *'MELISSA NELSON,
EWERE pgsociated Press Writer
The Big
Cheese *The extensive surveillance system that the bresk-in was installed to help them keep track of their children as they wandered through the

. .___ large house and yard, said Susan Berry, pnncipal of Escambia Westgate School in Pensacola, which some of the children attended.”

- 1509 "Byrd Billings, 68, was bigger than life, with an even bigger smile and twinkling eyes. At one school function, his big hand enveloped Berry's,
Posts: leaving a neatly folded check for the school in ber palm. She couldn't believe the sum.

"He said, ' wanted to do it for you,' and Mel was beaming, 100,” Berry said. “They weren't only generous with their children, they were generous
with everyone that touched their children's lives.”

The couple created a Cinderella scene for one daughter's prom. The girl's dress was white, her date wore a white tuxedo with a pink tic and the
couple emerged from a white limousine — but the Billings' smiles shone the brightest, Berry said.”

%‘m Billings Case News Aricles (July-Sept 2009 Reply 419 posted Oct 21,2009 at 5:15pm
ey FOSt by acandyrose o Oct 21, 2009 at St 15pm
.‘I‘.’h’“ e WWW le, tednew: icle/ MST 3
e Big
Cheese

Up to 8 propit involved in Fla. couple’s death
By MELISSA NELSON -3 hours ago [07/13/09]

Y

¥ "Investigators were looking at business ties for a possible motive in the slaying of a wealthy Florida couple known for adopting 12 children with
developmental disabilities and other problems, authorities said Monday. "

Posts: 150¢

“lick here to v v
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Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:18pm
www.northescambia.com/?p=9433

BREAI:dING NEWS: Deputies Looking At Five More Suspects In Double Murder; Picture
Releas

July 13, 2009

Posts: 150¢

Pictured above: Sheriff David Morgan says this Walmart video shows murder suspect
Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Jr. and two unknown black males. They were purchasing items
used in the Billings murders, the sheriff said. Submitted photo for NorthEscambia.com, click
to enlarge.

Deputies are searching from five more suspects in last week’s double murder in Escambia County,
and Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan said he expects more arrests later today. At least two
of the suspects were wearing Ninja gear"

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 5:18pm by acandyrose
acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #21 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:24pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:24pm
diediFis  abenews.go.com/Thel aw/Story?id=8067376&page=1
The Big

Robbery Not Only Motive in Fla. Killings '
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Billings Kids Safe With Relatives as Cops Search for Motive

By STEVE OSUNSAMI and EMILY FRIEDMAN
July 13, 2009

"The "mastermind" who allegedly led as many as seven accomplices to rob and murder a Florida
couple known for adopting disabled children has been identified and arrested by authorities, police
said today.

Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan told a news conference that robbery was Jjust one of the
motives in the double murder case,

Suspects are charged in the slaying of a couple who adopted special needs kids."We have a motive
of robbery...that is a motive," said Morgan. "We believe there are other motives."

"The sheriff showed a surveillance tape from the Billings home that Morgan called "chilling and
#§ shocking." It showed two men emerged from among trees in the rear property and hurry to a back
& door of the house.

They are believed to have been traveling in a metallic blue flake or gold flake Escalade that has not
Posts: 1509  yet been located.

Detectives have been viewing surveillence tapes from local merchants such as K-Mart, Target and
Wal-Mart in hopes of spotting some of the assaliants buying clothing used in the assault, Morgan
said. "

"The family's driveway had a sensor and the home was "fully alarmed," according to the article in
the Pensacola News Journal.

"When a door is opened, a beep is sounded and an adult checked to make sure a child has not
stepped out," according to the report,

The outdoor play area is fenced in and there is also a gate around the large swimming pool."

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 6:09pm by acandyrose

acandyrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #22 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5 :26pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:26pm

FEEHE WWW. weartv.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/wear vid_ 2712 shtm|
The Big

Cheese Exclusive Interview With Gonzalez Family

® 5 ESCAMBIA COUNTY - Family members of the father and son charged in the case, Leonard
~§ Gonzalez Senior and Junior, have nothing good to say about the men.

In an exclusive interview with our Mollye Barrows, the sister and brother of Gonzalez Senior
Posts: 1509 say they are not surprised he's been charged in this case.

Regina McCartney: "They're not crazy. They are mean. They are hateful. They are dangerous.
They need to be removed out of society."

That's what Regina McCartney has to say about her own brother, Leonard Gonzalez Senior, and his
son, Leonard Gonzalez Junior also known as Patrick.

McCartney says her brother has long struggled with drugs and alcohol.

McCartney: "He's a drug addict and it's all about money." L’Q
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In fact, McCartney says her brother Leonard has threatened her life and her brother Frank's life
after their father died several years ago.

McCartney was left in charge of their mother and their estate.

Regina McCartney/Suspect's Sister: "He wants drug money and he assumes my parents had money
and with my mom in late stages of Alzheimer's, it's taken a lot of money to care for her."

Both Leonard and his son have a criminal record.

In fact, their family says the two were separated for years by divorce but got to know each other
again after they were coincidentally put in jail together.

Frank Gonazalez/Suspect's Brother: "They reunited in jail, locked up one time, that was about
the time Patrick took his name Gonzalez back. They don't care about anybody, but what they want
at that time, other than that the world revolves around them."

McCartney says the third man arrested with them, Wayne Coldiron is a longtime friend of her
brother's. And she believes they're all dangerous, and money is the root of all this violence.

McCartney: "He wants more and more and more. There's no stopping him. I don't think the good
Lord can stop Leonard."” What about his son, how would you describe him? "The apple doesn't fall
from the tree."Exclusive Interview With Gonzalez Family

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 10:31am by acandyrose

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #23 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:42pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at S:42pm
www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/07/13/florida.cou je slain/index.him}

Police: 6 to 8 suspected in Florida couple's slaying

Story Highlights
“NEW: Surveillance video shows 5 masked people storming home

- NEW- Police seek 2 men caught on camera outside Wal-Mart with suspect in custody
. NEW: Robbery a motive, but "we believe there are other motives," sheriff says

2candyrose ,4ated 1 hour, 37 minutes ago [07/13/09]

Administljgtor
]:;&g“g? » Authorities released two surveillance tapes taken from the front and rear of the Billingses' home.
ChZesleg Each shows a vehicle pulling up to the property, and five people dressed in black and wearing

masks entering the home through two entrances -- including through a utility door left unlocked,
___ something Morgan said is not uncommon in the community. Authorities believe drivers remained
in both of the cars.

5% Investigators believe one motive in the deaths was robbery, but "we believe there are other
Posts: 1502 motives," Morgan said. He would not say what, if anything, was taken from the home."

" Although the Billingses were well known in the community, the sheriff said authorities are still
trying to unravel why they were targeted. He compared their deaths to the slaying of the Clutter
family of Kansas, inspiration for Truman Capote's novel "In Cold Blood," noting the Clutter
murders were something the community struggled with for years.

"It will be a very long time, 1 believe, until we piece together the truth of why this family was
selected,” Morgan said.”

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #24 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:46pm EQ
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Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 5:46pm

WWw.weartv.com/newsroom/top stories/videos/wear vid 2720.shtml

What's the connection?-

acandvrose  07/13/09
édin;?gt?tor ESCAMBIA COUNTY-So far, the only known link between the Billings and the men accused in
’l:he Big ~ their murders.... is Wayne Coldiron.... the first man to be charged with murder in the case,
Cheese

Coldiron's stepdaughter told us today he worked as a lawn maintenance man at the Billings'
home.

et O

s

’3’ That link was reinforced by State Attorney Bill Eddins this afternoon on 'First at Four'... When he
-~ % commented on lessons the community can learn from this case,

Posts: 1502 pawn Center said, Al I know is that he had been doing landscaping or something for them,
That's all me and mom ever knew."

"Dawn Center says her stepfather has had his issues in the past, including problems with alcohol."

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #25 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:50pm
Ad

inistrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:50pm
%%  www.nbel sonline.com/news/local/story/Fourth- est-made-in-Billingss-Murder-
Case/87fG5cqoME6Dx-XYT5Cieg.csgx

Fourth arrest made in Billings's Murder Case
9 Reported by: NBC 15 News Staff

# Email: nbc15@nbc]50nline.com
P& Last Update: 9:47 pm

Posts: 1509

Gary Lamont Sumner Jr., was arrested as the fourth person in the Billings's murder case,

(PENSACOLA, Fla.) July 13 - "Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan says a fourth arrest has
been made in the murder case of Byrd and Melaine Billings.
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Gary Lamont Sumner, 30, was arrested in Okaloosa County on an unrelated traffic violation, but he
has now become the third person facing murder charges in Thursday's double homicide. He is
being held in the Okaloosa County Jail.

Morgan says up to eight people may have been involved in the murders, and the sheriff's office has
released surveillance video showing men in "ninja garb" advance toward the Billings's home."

acandyrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #26 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 5:55pm
AdministratorPast by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:55pm :
Srgdrw  www.fox10tv.com/dpp/mews/crime/Billings Businesses_Closed Til Monday
The Bi
Cheeseg Billings businesses "Closed til Monday"

Updated: Tuesday, 14 Jul 2009, 9:25 AM CDT
75 Published : Monday, 13 Jul 2009, 9:28 PM CDT

Liz Nelson
Posts: 150%

Photojournalist: Riccardo Montgomery

"PENSACOLA, Fla. - Byrd Billings, or "Bud" as he was known to friends, owned several
businesses in the area. Two of those businesses are Markham Auto Sales and WorldCo financial.

His business neighbors all describe Billings as "a nice guy, who never had anything negative to say
about anyone."

"He's a good business man been around here for years," said Randy Spivey of Carson's Pawn Shop.
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A sign on the front door of WorldCo Financial reads, "We'll be closed until Monday."

“John Coleman works across the street from WorldCo Financial, and has known Byrd Bilings for
three years.

"We spoke in the mornings, just general 'Hi, how are you?' He seemed like a real nice fellow, easy
to get along with, and we had no problems doing business with him," said Coleman.

Byrd Billings also owned Markham Auto Sales. David Mack has owned a business next to it fbr
more than 30 years.

"I did some business with him and he's a njce guy. He just, just on the business dealings with him,
he was real nice," said Mack."

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #27 posted Oct 21 » 2009 at 5:59pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 5:59pm

. p
ECE & www.nwfdailynews.com/mews/okaloosa- | 8395-pensacola-arrested htm|
The Big

Cheese Two more Okaloosa residents arrested in Pensacola slayings (with SURVEILLANCE
__ VIDEO, MUGS, SURVEILLANCE PHOTO)

& July 14,2009 - 8:17 AM
Robbyn Brooks
Daily News

Posts: 1509
"Two more Okaloosa County residents have been arrested in connection with the bruta) shooting
deaths of a Pensacola couple, according to the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office.

Frederick Lee Thorton Jr., 19, and a not-yet-identified 16-year-old male were arrested for two
counts of murder early Tuesday morning."

"On Sumner's MySpace page, he refers to himself at "Da Mayor" and, although his page is set to
private, his mood is "killin da hatas" and there's a laughing smiley face next to that. Sumner last
accessed his page on Sunday.

Sumner was arrested after he was pulled over in a traffic stop in Okaloosa County. Escambia
County Sheriff David Morgan said he believed Sumner was one of the men dressed in “ninja garb"
seen on surveillance video at the murder scene."
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defense and rape awareness classes.

According to one of Gozalez Jr.'s MySpace pages, he and his wife received the "Service to
ManKind Award" from the Pensacola Sertoma Club on June 25 for recognition of the program they
began five years ago. His page boasts more than 20,000 local women and children have benefited
from PROJECT FIGHT BACK. The site even says the Florida Department of Children and

" Families and the University of West Florida were clients.

Gonzalez Jr. has seven children, one of which he was using MySpace to try and find."

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #28 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:01pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 6:01pm

www.northescambia.com/?7p=9472

BREAKING NEWS: Three More Arrests In Billings Murders, Including One In Escambia
County, Ala.; One May Be In Air Force

July 14, 2009

Cheese

Posts: 1509

Stallworth Thorton, Jr.

"Donnie Stallworth, Jr., 28, turned himself in at the Escambia County (Ala.) Detention Center in
Brewton about 9:00 Monday night. Stallworth provide a Hurlburt Field address in Fort Walton
Beach, Florida. Stallworth is believed to be enlisted in the Air Force.

And Escambia County (Ala.) judge will decide this afternoon if and when Stallworth will be
returned to Escambia County, Fla.

Another has been identified as Frederick Lee Thorton Jr., 19, from Okaloosa County. The other is a
16-year old that has not been named."

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #29 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:12pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 6:12pm

Sdrdrsrd®  www.ksn.com/mostpopular/story/St-Johns-Militar -School-reacts-to-murder-of-
The Big FL/d92)ZpRn1E2S77AaDav]Yg.cspx

Cheese
St. John's Military School reacts to murder of FL couple

Last Update: 7/14 12:17 pm | ‘ B
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SALINA, Kansas — The murder of a Pensacola, Florida couple has a Kansas connection,

Posts: 1502 "The news about the Billings shocked the closely knit family at St. John’s Military School.

“This is something that should be in the movies,” said George Stelljes, commandant at St. John’s.
“It's not something that should experience in real life.”

Stelljes has a very close relationship with the Billings® son Justin, a former student at St. John’s
who graduated last year."

"Stelljes says Justin’s parents would visit the boarding school often and left a lasting impression on
the staff as they were always checking on how their son was doing in school and maturing. Stelljes
spoke with Justin on Sunday. "

"Justin was not in the home when the shooting happened and has been living in a nearby apartment
in Pensacola. A number of his classmates plan to attend Friday’s funeral.”

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 10:33am by acandyrose
acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009 Reply #30 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:22pm
d 'nish;atorPost by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 6:22pm
o

A
] ®  www.nwfdailvnews.com/news/okaloosa-] 8895-pensacola-arrested htm|
The Big ‘

Cheese Sheriff: Okaloosa County murder suspects worked for auto detailer

73 (with SURVEILLANCE VIDEO, MUGS, SURVEILLANCE PHOTO)
_¢ Comments 57 | Recommend 2

July 14,2009 - 8:17 AM

Robbyn Brooks

Posts: 1509 Daily News

"Frederick Lee Thorton Jr., 19, and Rakeem F lorence, 16, and Donnie Stallworth, 28, were arrested
for murder early Tuesday morning.

Those three arrests come on top of the Monday arrest of Gary Lamont Sumner Jr., 30. Sumner was
arrested in Okaloosa County on a murder charge and driving with a suspended license and will
eventually be returned to Escambia County.

The four worked for Fifth Dimensions auto detailers and were linked to the others arrested through
a series of friendships and business dealings, said Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan.

Florence was a student in Okaloosa County who was recognized in 2001 with an Okaloosa County
Schools Turnaround Award. The award praises students who are able to reverse academic failure.

B
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He was in Mary Esther Elementary School at the time, according to Daily News archives."

"Gonzalez Sr. owns a pressure washing business where some members of the group worked on an
as-needed bases. Through him, Coldiron can be placed at the Billings' property at least once,
Morgan said."

g 3zd aad ood ved o ool el ol i

http://acandyrose-timelines.proboards.com/thread/ 388/billings-case-news-articles-july?pag... 9/30/2015



Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) | ACR TIMELINES Page 10 of 15

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 6:1 7pm by acandyrose

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles July-Sept 2009) Reply #31 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:24pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 6:24pm

S blog.al.com/]ive/2009/07/bremon man_arrested_in_slayin.html
The Big

Cheese Brewton man arrested in slaying of Florida couple .
Posted by Connie Baggett, Staff Reporter July 14, 2009 1:04 PM
3 Categories: Breaking News

Posts: 150¢

"Donnie Stallworth Jr. of Brewton, Ala., charged in slaying of Florida coupleAuthorities have
arrested a Brewton man in connection with the slaying of Byrd and Melanie Billings last week at
their Beulah, Fla., home, Chief Deputy Mike Lambert said.

Donnie Stallworth Jr., 28, will appear at 2 p.m. today for an extradition hearing in Brewton,
Stallworth, who is charged in a Florida warrant with premeditated homicide, surrendered to

bl
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acandyrose

Posts: 150%

Brewton authorities at 9 Monday night."

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #32 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:27pm

AdministratorPost by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 6:27pm

www.fox10tv.com/dpp/news/crime/Oldest_Billings Child Speaks_Out

Oldest Billings child speaks out
Updated: Tuesday, 14 Jul 2009, 3:08 PM CDT

-~ Published : Monday, 13 Jul 2009, 5:31 PM CDT

Christina Leavenworth
Photojournalist: Hal Scheurich

"PENSACOLA, Fla. - 26-year-old Ashley Markham sat down early Monday morning, explaining
to the media her favorite memories with her family.

"Our parents told us to love despite differences in people. Christmas was always the favorite
holiday in our house. Our mom never left out anything when it came to Christmas. My mother and
father touched many many lives across the country."

All Markham and her 15 brothers and sisters have left is memories of their parents.

Markham said, "Our mom and dad only had love in their lives, since the day they met 19 years ago,
they knew they were soul mates. They chose a life that many people did not understand, together
they decided to adopt a child which turned into the adopting of many children."

The entire community is mourning the loss of Byrd and Melanie Billings. Crime scene tape still
remains outside the home, mixed with flowers and kind words left by friends. Markham explains
what they've been going through.

B
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"Our family cannot begin to find the words of the pain and disbelief we are in, To know there are

people who are capable of this violence and people with this magnitude of hate in their lives js
sickening."

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #33 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:31pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 6:31 pm
www.wctv.tv/home/headlines/50730687.htm]
———=—=xsviiomerheadlines/50730687.htm|]

Pensacola Murder Suspect Spent Time in Our Area
67/15/09

‘ "Suspect Wayne Thomas Coldiron did time in the Wakulla County Correctional Facility in

d Crawfordville. Coldiron and five others have been arrested in the murders of Byrd and Melanie
acandyrose Billings, a couple who had opened their large, rural home to children with disabilities. Coldiron
Administrator &< released from the Crawfordville facility in 2000,

g‘; elsz According to an article in the Pensacola News Journal, He was arrested in 1998 in Broward

County, on an aggravated assault charge.

2 He served 21 months in state prison and was released from the Wakulla Correctional Institution."

Posts: 1509 "Coldiron's stepdaughter, Dawn Center, says she's shocked.

"He’s not the type of person to normally do something like that, I can’t believe that he would even
try go into a house with kids, he loves kids," said Center.

One of the other murder suspects, Leonard Gonzalez, Junior, spent time in prison for burglary,
forgery and grand theft. But he recently had been teaching martial arts to Pensacola area kids and
was known as an advocate for children. Ironically, his Project Fightback program gave kids a sense
of purpose and showed kids how to protect themselves from danger.”

acandvrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #34 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:34pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 6:34pm
24 www.wkr fori icle/beula

detrdrdody VW.wkrg com/crime/article h-murder-sus; ect-had-been-given- ~civic-award/184885/Jul-

The Big 14-2009_10-43-pmy/

Cheese

Beulah Murder Suspect Had Been Given A Civic Award
5 By Steve Alexander Reporter
& Published: Tue, July 14, 2009 - 10:01 pm CST
Last Updated: Tue, July 14, 2009 - 10:43 pm CST

Posts: 1509  "So who is Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Junior?
He's labeled by authorities as the instigator of the crime.
On Gonzalez's arrest report, his last current business was listed as Project FIGHT BACK.

A description of Project FIGHT BACK on My Space said it provides free abduction awareness
kidnap prevention workshops for children.

It was only a month ago that the Pensacola Seville Sertoma Club presented Gonzalez and his wife
with the "Service to Mankind" award for their dedication to Project FIGHT BACK.

Sertoma Member Gwinn Corley said he heard about Gonzalez's arrest from a reporter.
Corley said, "I was flabbergasted. I could not believe what she was telling me.”
He described Gonzalez as personable,

8
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Corley said, "His wife was with him. They were very attached to each other. They talked about the
kids, and their own kids. They've got six of their own."

In fact, Corley said Gonzalez' wife attended his Sertoma meeting and made a speech this past
Thursday, the day authorities say the murder happened.

Corley said, "We asked her to let these people know here about their program and, so, she got up
and in about five minutes just said what they're doing."

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #35 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 6:37pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 6:37pm
www. wkrg.com/crime/article/fort-walton-teena er-arrested-

2009_8-25-pm/

in-billings-murder/1847]7/Jul-14-

Fort Walton Teenager Arrested In Billings Murder

acandyrose
Administrator
The Big
Cheese

Posts: 1509

By Jamie Burch )
Published: Tue, July 14, 2009 - 8:17 pm CST
Last Updated: Tue, July 14, 2009 - 8:25 pm CST

"The Escambia County Sheriff's Office has identified the 16-year-old they say was involved in the
robbery and murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings.

According to the probable cause statement obtained by News 5, 16-year-old Rakeem Florence of
Fort Walton Beach confessed to taking part in the home invasion and that he was armed.”

Last Edit; Oct 22, 2009 at 10:35am by acandyrose
acandyrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #36 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 7:10pm
Ad;ninistratorPost by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 7:10pm
dGedrders  www.pnj.com/article/20090715/N EWS01/907150329
The Big
Cheese Neighbors tell of suspect's rage
Gonzalez Jr. no model tenant, landlord says @
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Louis Cooper » lcooper@pnyj.com » July 15, 2009

"From September 2004 to May 2005, Gonzalez and his Wwife, Tabatha, rented a home in the 4700
block of Bay Breeze Drive in Gulf Breeze.

Because of the way the street is configured, O'Donnell's debris was in front of Gonzalez's house,

"He just went off. He went and grabbed a pistol and came over and started threatening me, saying
that I'd better get my ... stuff out of his yard," said O'Donnell, a former Marine sharpshooter. "He
ranted and raved and stormed up and down the street. He didn't fire. I just figured he was a

., hutcase."”

2

) Q "The home is owned by Larry and Jo Ann Gers, who now live there, They rented the home to
Posts: 150 Gonzalez after Ivan."

"While Gonzalez rented the home, he sublet a storage shed in the back to hurricane recovery
workers, without the Gerses' knowledge.

"They were ali using the bathroom in the woods," Jo Ann Gers said.

When the Gerses came to move back, in accordance with an agreement with Gonzélez, they had to
get the Santa Rosa County Sheriff's Office to help get Gonzalez to empty the home. Then, the
Gerses had to address about $3,000 in damage to the home,

“I had to replace the washer and dryer. I had to replace the refrigerator (and carpet),” Lerry Gers
said. "They totally wrecked this place.”

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at | 1:39am by acandyrose

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009 Reply #37 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 5:14pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 22,2009 at 5:14pm

WWW.pnj.com/article/2009071 S/NEWS01/907150327

acandyrose

id%ggh;tor 'Mastermind’ rebuffs dad's confession

The Big
Cheese

Kris Wernowsky « kwemowsky@pnj.com * July 15, 2009

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #38 posted Oct 23,2009 at 3:53am
Administrator Post by acandyrese on Oct 23,2009 at 3:53am
TEEEE www.pn i.com/article/2009071 S/NEWS01/9071 50328&referrer=FRONTPAGECAROUSEL
The Big

Cheese 'It's still not real,’ says sister of deaths

Nicholas Beadle « Jackson (Tenn.) Sun « July 15, 2009

¥ "Five days after the call from her nephew, Judy Sisson still is trying to catch her breath,

"
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"J¢'s like somebody has hit me in the stomach," said the Jackson, Tenn., woman. “It's still not real. 1
know it in my head, but my heart hasn't connected yet."

Her younger brother, Byrd Billings, 66, whom she calls Buddy, and his wife, Melanie, 43, were

shot to death in a home invasion in Beulah on Thursday."
(SNIP)

"Sisson said she and her brother originally were from Longtown, Miss. Their parents eventually
moved to Memphis, Tenn.

Posts: 150¢
She said Byrd Billings lived with her and her husband in Jackson, when he was a teenager.

Byrd and a previous wife later lived across the street from Sisson and her husband until he moved
to Greenville, Miss., in the late 1970s.

He moved to Florida after he and his first wife separated, she said."

(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles (Julv-Sept 2009) Reply #39 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 3:56am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 3:56am
pni.com/article/20090713/N EWS01/907150331/-1/special

acandyrose Gonzalez Jr. talks talk, won't walk

Administrator Mark OBrien * July 15, 2009

e g WEE

The Big "No, sir, 1 haven't seen an arrest report,” Gonzalez told Judge Thomas Johnson, as if he knew
Cheese nothing about the slayings of Byrd and Melanie Billings in their Beulah home.

25—~ "This entire case is based on hearsay ... " said Gonzalez, 35. He was "socially prominent" for
4§ teaching self-defense classes to children and recently won a Sertoma Club award for his

& community service, said Gonzalez, reading at times from a prepared statement.

Posts: 1509  The charges were bogus, he assured the judge. The Sheriff's Office had jiggled the figures to make
him look bad despite "the lack of hard evidence.”

(SNIP)
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Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #40 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:00am
mtormu by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 4:004
NSr s Www. weartv.com/newsroom/top stories/videos/wear vid 274] Shtm]
The Big

Frederick Lee Thorton Junior Background
Cheese 0771500

.? Dan Thomas/Reporter: "We're here on Duval Street. This is the home of Freddy Thorton, the 19
year old wrapped up in this case, charged with two counts of murder. Just across the street, is Sth
Dimension Auto detailer owned by Gary Sumner, who js also charged with two counts of murder.
Across the street from here: Freddy's Cousin who says Freddy has nothing to do with this case."

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #41 posted Oct 23,2009 at 4:04am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 4:04am
www.wesh.com/news/20049265/detail.html

T LOMNews/ 20049265/ detail.htm]

Florida Couple's Slayings Put Spotlight On Sheriff
Byrd, Melanie Billings Leave Behind 17 Children
BILL KACZOR, Associated Press Writer

POSTED: 11:13 am EDT July 14, 2009

UPDATED: 3:49 am EDT July 15, 2009

(SNIP)

Posts: 150 ¢

acandyrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #42 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:08am
Administrator Pos¢ by acandyrose on Qct 23,2009 at 4:08am
gty <"‘_ "“," Gk y m./t

HEHEWEE ww Y. Weartv.com/newsroom/to stories/videos/wear vid 2745 shtml
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Billings Murder Reaction
07/15/09

(SNIP)

Cheese "Bea Thomas, Billings Friend: "I knew bud and Melanie, when Bud proposed and I saw Melanie's
engagement ring."

TR
i Bea Thomas knew the Billings from the beginning. Whether it was buying a car from Byrd or
3 working at the Billings home with the kids.

Posts: 1509 Bea Thomas, Billings Friend: "I sat with their daughter Nicole at the hospital and I was so fond of
Nicole and working with kids with disabilities. That's how we met each other and we've been
friends ever since."

(SNIP)

acandvrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply 443 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4: 13am

‘Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 4:13am
W EE hosted.ap.org{dynamic/gtories/U/U S FLORIDA_COUPLE_SLAIN?

TheBig  SITE=FLTAMESECTION=US
Jul 14, 10:04 PM EDT

{7 7 charged with killing Fla. couple, stealing safe

% ; Y By MELISSA NELSON and BILL KACZOR

Associated Press Writer

Posts: 150¢ "The suspects ranged in age from 16 to 56, and several were day laborers who knew each other
through a pressure washing business and an auto detailer they worked for. One, Donnie Ray
Stallworth, was with the Air Force Special Operations Command with an aircraft maintenance

squadron at Hurlburt Field near Fort Walton Beach. It wasn't clear how he knew the others.

"We're dealing with a group of folks with rare exception - of course, there's a couple of people who
are not - that again are basically day laborer sorts, folks that get odd jobs, part-time jobs and they

drift," Morgan said. "With the exception of Mr. Stallworth you don't have any career-minded
people in this group.”

(SNIP)

"But records show Gonzalez, who was arrested Sunday in the Billings case, served time in Florida
State Prison on burglary and forgery charges in the mid-1990s.

His father, Leonard Gonzalez Sr., was also arrested. The 56-year-old was charged Sunday night
with evidence tampering after authorities said he tried to cover up some damage on a red van seen
on surveillance video pulling away from the house. Officials said the damage was unrelated to the
crime. Tips from the public led police to the van Saturday.

The elder Gonzalez owned a pressure washing business and may have visited the Billings property
once before. Another man arrested and charged with murder Sunday, day laborer Wayne Coldiron,
41, sometimes worked for him and also may have visited the property, Morgan said.

Coldiron, who appeared in court Tuesday and said he had lost his job as a plumber, served two
years in a Tennessee prison in the early 1990s after killing a man during a fight. He also served
nearly two years in prison in Florida on an aggravated assault charge.

The other four suspects were arrested Monday and Tuesday.

Authorities in neighboring Okaloosa County arrested 31-year-old Gary Sumner, another day

laborer who was in a county jail on an unrelated traffic charge. On Tuesday, threc more men were
arrested: Stallworth, 19-year-old Frederick Lee Thomton, and a 16-year-old whom officials are n@
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naming because he is a minor."

(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #44 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:20am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:20am
s/ ister/)

www.al.com/news/press-regis €r/metro.ssf?/base/news/ 1247649337234480 xmi& coli=3

Brewton airman refuses to waive extradition in deaths of Florida couple
Wednesday, July 15, 2009

By CONNIE BAGGETT

Staff Reporter

About 20 people gathered in support of Donnie Stallworth Jr., 28, including his parents and several
acandyrose church members, as hi: attorney, David White, told Escambia County, Ala., Circuit Judge Bert
Administrator Rice that his client was "not prepared at this time to waive extradition.”

ET A

The Big (SNIP)

Cheese

"Stallworth entered the courtroom in an orange jai outfit, handcuffed and wearing flip-flops. He
58k o glanced at his family several times, but spoke to no one but his attorney.

) The defense attorney's cousin, Jeff White, represented the district attorney's office."
Posts: 1502 (SNIP)

"He worked in the Air Force at Hurlburt Fieid doing maintenance on gunships," said Escambia
County, Ala., Sheriff's Chief Deputy Mike Lambert. "He had been in the Air Force 10 years, and
his major said he is a good man. There's just something very complex here that we don't know yet."

Stallworth is his mother's only child, relatives said, and the whole family had been stunned and
devastated by the accusations and his possible involvement. His mother works at the Escambia

County Department of Human Resources, and his father Tuns a used car lot in Milton, officials said.
Both declined to comment.

"Donnie's a great guy," said Jennifer Blunt, assistant pastor at Christ's Kingdom Ministry in

Brewton. "He and his mother came to our church. I have known him since he was about § years
old. He's a great guy, very intelligent. I just don't understand what went wrong."

acandvrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #45 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:23am
AdministratorPost by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:23am

g e www.heraldtribune.com/article/200907l S/ARTICLE/907151 028/2055/N EWS?Title=A-suspect- in-
The Big slaying-of-garents-haunted-Sarasota-family-

Cheese

Suspect in slaying of Pensacola couple haunted Sarasota family
38 & Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr. is charged in the Escambia County slayings. His daughter, ex-wife
. ta.

g and former in-laws live in Saraso
By Anthony Cormier

Posts; 1509 Published: Wednesday, July 15,2009 at 1:00 am.
Last Modified: Tuesda » July 14, 2009 at 8:34 p.m

"Once or twice a Year, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr. would call the Herkel residence in Sarasota I
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and demand to see his daughter.

Usually, Rebecca Herkel would try to placate her former son-in-law, who is now a suspect in the

killing of a Pensacola couple last week, explaining that he lost his parental rights and needed to go
through the legal system if he wanted visits with the girl.

But in April, Gonzalez took a new route: MySpace, and with it a new level of intensity that
eventually amounted to cyberstalking.

Months before he was charged in the murderous home invasion near Pensacola that has shocked the
nation -- a crime that led to the slaying of a couple that raised numerous foster children -- Gonzalez
started a Web page devoted to the Herkels, who live in northern Sarasota and run Bill's Mobile
Home Repair.

Gonzalez used MySpace, the social networking site, to make wild claims about the Herkels, post
intimate photographs of the family and write fabricated claims from local public figures that
suggested he had a right, and their support, to be in his daughter’s life.

Authorities arrested Gonzalez, 35, on Sunday in connection with the slayings of Byrd and Melanie
Billings in rural Northwest Florida, who were known for giving generously to schools and adopting
children with special needs.

Seven people have been charged in all. Authorities say the group meticulously planned the break-
in, wore ninja-style clothing and shot the couple during what appeared to be a robbery.

The murders left the Herkels shaken, wondering whether Gonzalez - a karate instructor who raised
his own family of six boys in Gulf Breeze - was stalking them through MySpace and whether his
violent online outbursts could have led to something worse.

*I don't think I'm qualified to get into his psyche," said Rebecca Herkel, whose daughter married
Gonzalez eight years ago and was divorced two years later, "But 1 know that he is a truly diabolical
man, an evil man."

Photos and fabricated testimonials were posted on his MySpace page, apj ring to come from

Sarasotans such as former Mayor Lou Ann Palmer, and business people including real estate broker
Charles Knowles and banker Veronica Brady.

Gonzalez married Katie Herkel while she was away at college in Pensacola, but it was a rocky
marriage that ended in 2002, according to court records. Herkel's mother says Gonzalez was
supposed to have supervised visits with their daughter, Bella, but he failed to pay child support and
did not take required parenting classes.

After his ex-wife won sole custody and moved back to Sarasota, Gonzalez would call the Herkels
every few months and lash out at his former in-laws.

But the calls stopped recently, and it appeared that Gonzalez had turned to MySpace to gather
information on the family and seek others 1o take up his custody battle. On the site, he posted the
Herkels' home phone number. He wrote about his ex-wife's sister, posting her name, her work
phone number and an e-mail address of a supervisor.

About his daughter, Gonzalez claimed: "She was taken from me, against my will several years ago,
and 1 miss her very much. | have made many numerous attempts to be a part of my daughter’s life,
but they have kept her from me.... for NO GOOD REASON!!!"

Rebecca Herkel says the family called local law enforcement officials but were told that nothing
could be done. The Sarasota County Sheriff's Office says that it has no record of meeting with the
Herkels about Gonzalez.

Meanwhile, Gonzalez was also making up messages from Jocal business leaders and politicians. He
apparently copied their photographs from Web sites and claimed they were his online "friends." @
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saying that she would e-maij 2 lawyer's name and phone number for help. "Please feel free to call
my private line once you have spoken with him to let me know how things are looking," the

Palmer, reached Tuesday, said her relatives were shocked and scared that her photograph had
appeared on the MySpace page. "T don't even use MySpace," she said.
In the last few weeks, the Mmessages took on a more ominous tone.

June 21: "BIG REWARD FOR ANY INCRIMINATING INFORMATION OR PHOTOS OF
THESE PEOPLE"

July 6: "We are getting closer."
July 9: "Making a move for humanity "

Then, on Thursday, several men were captured on a home surveillance system breaking into the
Billingses' home, according to authoritjes.

Officials in Escambia County claim it was a well-planned attack, that two teams entered the front
and rear of the home and silently killed the couple. One of the other suspects is Gonzalez's father,
Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Sr., who drove the getaway van, authorities said.

"When I saw the newscast last night, I just knew that he was the masterm ind," Rebecca Herkel said.
"1 said, 'O, it's him. He js diabolical enough to do that "

family and the Billings murders."

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #46 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:25am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:2%5am
www.gecn.com/Boston/Nation/2009/07/ 1 5/Markham-0ur—familv-is/ 1247659861 html

r:xlxll?nlirso;;or Markham: Qur family is 'devastated’

e o
The Big

07/15/09

"Ashley Markham, one of four adult children of Byrd and Melanie Billings, stood beside her
husband, aunt and uncle at the press conference. She thanked law enforcement for theijr work.

Fodr

g WWww.wkrg com/crime/a 1de/two-more-arrested-in-billin s-murder-case/1 83701/Jul-14-

TheBig 2009 8-24-pm/

Cheese

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #47 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:32am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:32am
ime/artio

Three More Arrested In Billings Murder Case

By The Associated Press

Published: Tue, July 14,2009 - 10:29 am CST

Last Updated: Tue, July 14, 2009 - 8:24 pm CST %:3
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Posts: 1509 8:24 p.m.
Click here to read the arrest warrant for Leonard Gonzalez, Jr.

www.wkrg.com/document/ f/billings arrest_warrants

28-year-old Donald Stallworth

l9-yearld Frrick Thernton

g
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§ .
16-yearold Rakeem Florence

Billings Case News Articles {July-Sept 2009) Reply #48 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:34am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:34am

Www.a tionnews.com/news/state/stox /Suspect-in-double-m urder-had
past/8nAlJgN GgOech298name.csgx

Suspect in double murder had violent past

acandyrose  Reported by: Associated Press

Administrator Coﬂtributoz Chris Martinez

EREES  Last Update: 7/14 9:30 pm

The Big

Cheese "MORRISTOWN, Tenn, (AP) -- One of seven suspects in the murders of a Florida couple was
convicted in an East Tennessee death in 1992.

Posts: 150¢

According to WATE-TV in Knoxville, Coldiron later Pleaded guilty to an amended charge of
criminally negligent homicide in Corbett's death. He was sentenced to two years in the Hamblen
County Jail."

(SNIP)

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #49 posted Oct 23,2009 at 4:38am

AdministratorPost by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:38am

HEFRE www.fox] Otv.com/dpp/news/local news/ nsacola/Sheriffsayssuspectstiedb i

The Bi

Cheeseg Sheriff says suspects tied by business

Updated: Tuesday, 14 Jy] 2009, 11:07 PM CDT

A 3 Published : Tuesday, 14 Jul 2009, 11:01 PM CDT
¢ Cherish Lombard

(SNIP)
Posts: 150%

"I think we were able to confirm that he was at the property at least one time, but again, where you
would think to look for long-term relationships where the people could be under surveillance by
those wanting to do harm, we've yet to confirm that", said Sheriff David Morgan. L,}
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According to the Sheriff, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez "Jr.", was friends with the four other suspects
from Okaloosa County, one of them being 19-year-old Frederick Lee Thomton Jr.

"We have four individuals over there that arc tied to an auto detailing business called "Sth
Dimensions Auto Detailing", said Sheriff Morgan."

(SNIP)

"We have information that indicates that there was an amount of practice that was involved. There
are a couple of individuals that have military backgrounds in this group", said the Sheriff.

Gonzalez Jr. Is a former member of the National Guard and the Sheriff says he was "the organizer."

(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #50 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:40am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 4:40am
www.foxlOtv.com/dgg/news/crime/Funeral set_for_Billings_couple

acandyrose \

‘Administrator Funeral set for Billings couple - Trust fund created for kids

srdvia7y  Updated: Wednesday, 15 Jul 2009, 7:13 AM CDT

The Big Published : Wednesday, 15 Jul 2009, 7:13 AM CDT

Cheese Linda Jones

- "Ashley Markham, the murdered couples oldest daughter, said a trust is being set up for the
children. Markham said there has been an outpouring of support from people in the community and
around the nation. Papers are being drawn up now to formalize the trust.

Posts: 1509 Funeral services for the Billings are now complete. Visitation will be Thursday from 5 p.m. until 8
p-m. at Liberty Church on South Blue Angel Parkway. Funeral services are planned for Friday at
11 a.m. at Liberty Church. Burial will follow at Pensacola memorial gardens.”

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #51 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 4:49am
‘Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 4:49am
o EF www.phj.com/article/20090715/N EWS01/907150327/1006
The Bi
Cheeseg ‘Mastermind' rebuffs dad's confession
Kris Wernowsky ° kwemowsky@pnj.com ¢ July 15, 2009

/ (SNIP)

“In a 400-word monologue he read from a prepared statement, Gonzalez Jr. gave a litany of
Posts: 1509 complaints about the case against him.

He said the Sheriff's Office added 30 pounds to his weight on paperwork — the arrest report says

he weighs 185 pounds — so that he would better fit the suspect's description. He said that without
cause he was placed in a suicide-watch ward in Escambia County Jail."

(SNIP)

*I am also socially prominent with work I've done in Project FIGHTBACK," he said. "I've trained
over 20,000 local children in abduction awareness and kidnap prevention, and a few weeks ago
won the Seville Sertoma Club's Service to Mankind Award."

s

*Coldiron's bond revoked. Unemployed day-laborer Wayne Thomas Coldiron, learned Tuesday

he'll remain jailed without bond. e
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Escambia County Judge Thomas Johnson considered a 1998 aggravated-assault conviction in
Broward County in deciding whether to increase or reduce the plumber's bond, Johnson also noted
that Coldiron, 41, had criminal convictions in Ohio and Tennessee,"

Coldiron said that he was a "plumber by trade" but that he had been unemployed due to the
downturn in the construction business.*

(SNIP)

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #52 posted Oct 23,2009 at 4:51am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 4:51am

EERHFEE waw, google.com.’hostednews/ag/artic]e/ALeaMS ITAOOX6190Xpq 7P0Jcpzqe97Z-
The Big SwDOIESIFO2 :

Cheese

Sheriff: Suspects trained before Fla. couple slain
5 07/15/09

"Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan told the CBS "Early Show" on Wednesday that
investigators believe the group trained together for at least a month before the attack."
Posts: 1502

acandyrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #53 posted Oct 23,2009 at 5:00am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 5:00am

B Www tampabay.com/news/publ icsafety/crime/article10] 8506.ece

The Big

Cheese Slaying of Florida couple with 17 children called "the worst of man"
By Ben Montgomery, Times Staff Writer
p In Print: Wednesday, July 15, 2009

The group's mastermind, whom Morgan wouldn't name but hinted was Gonzalez Jr., had recruited
the others for the invasion: day laborers, mechanics, auto detajlers,

The sheriff has arrested six men and a juvenile, while one person with intimate knowledge of
the crime is still at large, he said."

"The web of crime expands beyond Escambia County. The sheriff said the FBI and the
Burean of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives are involved in the investigation,

"It involves other businesses, other states, other countries," he said. "The individuals
involved with these crimes are involved in other areas.” He declined to elaborate."

"I find that hard to believe,” said Dave Barnes, 82, who lives two houses down. "He has a lot of &
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cookouts, but no training that I've seen."

Barnes was home Saturday when Gonzalez St. stopped by with his son, a few hours before they
were arrested. They came bearing jalapenos they picked from their garden. They both seemed
comfortable and friendly.

Barnes said he thought about calling the police when he saw a red van parked behind Gonzalez
Sr.'s trailer that was similar to the photo of the getaway van he saw in the local newspaper, but
someone beat him to it.

" just can't believe that Leonard would do something like that," Barnes said. "He's real outgoing,
sociable.”

(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #54 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 5:05am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 5:05am
www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/07/ 14/florida.couple slain/index.htmi

Police: Suspect sought after 7 arrests in Florida couple's slaying
acandyrose updated 6:01 p.m. EDT, Tue July 14,2009
Administrator
sefeird®  "We've got the primary individuals and suspects in custody today," Sheriff David Morgan said. The
The Big eighth person is believed to have aided and abetted the crime, he said, and authorities know that
Cheese person’s name and location."

Y wpolice have released two surveillance tapes taken from the front and rear of the Billingses’ home.
Each shows a vehicle pulling up to the property and five people dressed in black and wearing
Posts: 1509 masks entering the home through two entrances, including a utility door left unlocked, something
Morgan said is not uncommon in the community. Authorities believe that drivers remained in both
of the cars.

Both the Billingses were shot multiple times, Morgan said."

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009 Reply #55 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 5:25am
‘Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at S:2Sam

gedededrd www.wkn _com/crime/article/ erson-of-interest-in-the-billin s-murder-case/186209/Jul-15-

The Big 5009 2-06-pm/
Cheese

‘Person Of Interest’ In the Billings Murder Case
» By Jamie Burch

Published: Wed, July 15,2009 - 2:03 pm CST
Last Updated: Wed, July 15, 2009 - 2:06 pm CST

Posts: 150¢ "The Escambia County Sheriff's Office is looking for 47-year-old Pamela Long who they call a
'person of interest’ in the murder of Byrd and Melanie Billings.

Sheriff David Morgan says Long has “significant and substantia) information” his investigators
need to close the case. He says it's imperative they speak with her.

If you recognize Long, please call the Escambia County Sheriff's Office at 850.436.9620 or Crime
Stoppers at 850.433.7561.

Sheriff Morgan says Long, who has five aliases (Pamela Long Wiggins, Pamela L Malden, Pamela

Long Link, Pamela Laverne Long Coco, Pam Long), is a realtor and that she rented property to
Leonard Gonzalez Jr."
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(SNIP)

Billings Case News Aticles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #56 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 5:30am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 5:30am

www.allheadlinenews.com/anicles/70l5798347?Police%20Seek%QOSusoect%.?OFm%zo

Police Seek Suspect For "Gaping Hole" In Florida Couple's Murder
acandviose y o s 00 10 pm. EST

Administrator Melvin Baker - AHN Reporter

gy

T;:e Big "Authorities here are seeking two persons for qQuestioning in the murders last week of a Panhandle
Cheese couple with 16 children,

& ¢ 3 ~3 One of the persons being sought is alleged to have been responsible for disabling the security
=4 system before a robbery at the home of Byrd and Melanie Billings."

Posts: 150¢ (SNIP)

"The sheriff said investigators also are attempting to locate a Gulf Breeze woman, Pamela
Lavergne Long. He described Long as "well known" in the Gulf Breeze area, but did not detail
why she was wanted other than to say she was a "person of interest." .

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #57 posted Oct 23,2009 at 5:42am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 5:42am

W T edition.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/07/1Slﬂorida.cougle.slain/
The Big

Cheese Authorities seek woman for questioning in Florida killings

2 @@ .2 Story Highlights

. N ¥ -NEW: Investigators seek woman who earlier gave information, disappeared

~ - NEW: Pamela Laverne Long rented Property to a suspect arrested in crime
- Drug Enforcement Administration participating in investigation of killings

Posts: 150¢ .

updated 1 minute ago [07/15/09]

5 sHemirr

Pamela Long, also known as Pamela Wiggins and by other names, is a "person of interest" in
the Florida case.

"Pamela Laverne Long is a Realtor and had rented property to one of the suspects already arrested
in the case, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr, according to Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan,
who described Long as a "person of interest."

"We believe Miss Long has significant and substantial information we need to conclude this case,"

Morgan said, holding up a photograph of Long at a news conference, "We are concerned because
we've had no contact with her for 48 hours." @
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Morgan said Long used numerous aliases -- Pamela Long Wiggins, Pamela Elle Malden, Pamela
Long Link and Pamela Laverne Long Coco -- but cautioned that the aliases may simply be the
result of numerous marriages. Long 7s not believed to be a danger to the community, he said.

(SNIP)

Police said Tuesday they know the name and location of one more suspect involved in the crime.
Morgan would not say Wednesday if Long was that person.

The sheriff's news conference came shortly after the Drug Enforcement Administration
confirmed it is assisting in the probe of the murders. Watch sheriff describe crimes »

»Escambia County sheriff's department did call for our assistance this week," David
Melenkevitz, spokesman for the DEA in Miami, Florida, said.

Morgan wouldn't confirm the DEA's involvement during the briefing to reporters.”

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #58 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 5:46am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 5:46am

wEEEE www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/07/1 5/florida.couple.slain/

The Big

Cheese Police find woman wanted for questioning in Fla. killings case

> Story Highlights

§ - NEW: Woman police want to question found in Orange Beach, Alabama

- Pamela Laverne Long rented property to a suspect arrested in crime

- Drug Enforcement Administration participating in investigation of killings
Posts: 150¢ - Seven suspects face murder charges in deaths of Byrd and Melanie Billings

updated 17 minutes ago [07/15/09]
"pamela Laverne Long was found in Orange Beach, Alabama, Morgan said. The sheriff had said ‘&::%
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earlier that Long is a real estate agent who had rented property to Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr.,
one of the suspects already arrested in the case,

She is returning to Escambia County, Florida, with her attorney, he said, but she js not in law
enforcement Custody.

"It is my understanding that she's currently being Cooperative," he said. Authorities had no contact
with her for 48 hours, he said, explaining she was "not in the public eye" and was not in contact
with her friends and neighbors."

(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #59 posted Oct 23,2009 at 5:55am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 5:55am
abcnews.go‘com/GMA/stog?id=8086274&gge=l

Pamela Long, Sought in Fla, Killings, Escorted Back to Florida

Pamela Laverne Long Turns Herself in for Questioning as Police Seek Another Person of Interest
By LEE FERRAN, STEVE OSUNSAMI and EMILY FRIEDMAN

July 15, 2009

acandyrose "A woman sought as a "person of interest" in the killing of Florida Super parents Byrd and Melanie
Administrator Billings, is returning to Florida with a police escort for questioning by police today, just hours after
EEEEE  police held up her photo in a nationally televised news conference.”

"She is not in custody. She is coming back of her own volition." The sheriff sajd Long is with her
lawyer and following another police car to meet with his investigators.

L 4 Long was spotted by Alabama police in a marina in the town of Orange Beach and apparently did
% 1ot know police were scarching for her."

Posts: 150% (SNIP)

"In a surveillance tape from the Billings home that Morgan called "chilling and shocking," two
men emerge from among trees in the rear property and hurry to a back door of the house.

They are believed to have been traveling in a metallic blue flake or gold flake Escalade that
has not yet been located."

This Forum Hosted For FREE By ProBoards
Get Your Own Free Message Boards & Free Forums!
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Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #60 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 6:05am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 6:05am
www.americanchronicle.com/articlcs&b/ 132987327

Billings Case

4 Okaloosa Men Arrested in Murders
July 15, 2009
By Robbyn Brooks, Northwest Florida Daily News, Fort Walton Beach

acandyrose

‘Administrator "Those arrests came after Monday's capture of Gary Lamont Sumner Jr., 30. Sumner initially was
%% & stopped in Okaloosa County on a traffic violation and arrested for driving with a suspended license.
The Big He will be returned to Escambia County to face murder charges. "

Cheese

(SNIP)

& wiurlburt Field public affairs confirmed Tuesday that Stallworth is a staff sergeant with the 1st
» Special Operations AC Maintenance Squadron. He joined the Air Force in February 2000 and
arrived at Hurlburt in June of the same year. Stallworth was a support section supervisor. He and
Posts: 1509  his family come in second place in a base-sponsored Christmas lights decorating contest in 2007,
according to information on Eglin Air Force Base's Web site.

"The Air Force will cooperate with the Escambia County Sheriff 's Office," said Lt. Mark Lazane
with Hurlburt. "The Air Force will support them with whatever information they require from us.”

(SNIP)

acandvrose  Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #61 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 6:12am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 6:12am

frddeded  www.christian st.com/article/20090715/famil -of-slain-fla-couple-
The Big prayers/index-html
Cheese

requests-for-

Family of Slain Fla. Couple Requests for Prayers
= By Eric Young
i/ Christian Post Reporter
Wed, Jul. 152009 06:38 PM EDT

Posts: 1509 "The family of a Florida couple known for adopting special needs children is asking for prayers
following a deadly break-in last week.

“Qur family cannot begin to find the words to express the pain and disbelief that we are in,” said
Ashley Markham, the 26-year-old daughter of the slain couple, during a news conference Monda&i
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morning,

“We’re coping as a family and request that everyone continue to pray for our strength and also
keep our privacy in mind while we grieve,” she added_" '

(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #62 posted Oct 23, 2009 a¢ 6:13am

Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 6:13am

www.wkrg,com/crime/anicle/trust-ﬂmd-esta bl ished-for-billinzs-children/ 186678/Jul-15.
acandyrose 2009_5-52-pmy/

Administrator

FHEERXH  Trust Fund Established For Billings’ Children
The Big By Jamie Burch

Cheese Published: Wed, July 15,2009 - 5:52 pm CST

2 A trust fund for Byrd and Melanie Billings' children has been set up at Compass Bank.

The couple, known for adopting special needs children were killed Thursday during a
robbery/home invasion in Beulah, Florida. Nine of the children were at the home when the
Posts: 1502  Billingses were shot.

Donations to the “Billings Family Trust For Children” can be made at any Compass Bank.

Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009) Reply #63 posted Oct 23,2009 at 6:15am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 23, 2009 at 6:15am

www.fox 1 0tv.com/d /news/crime/Murder Suspect_Still Held In_Alabama

Murder suspect still beld in Alabama

Donnie Stallworth will be extradicted to Fla,
Updated: Wednesday, 15 Ju] 2009, 6:38 PM CDT
Published : Wednesday, 15 Jul 2009, 6:38 PM CDT
Hubert Tate

Liz Nelson

m or Donnie Stallworth remains at the Escambia County, Alabama Jail, his bond set at $1,000,000.

skivdrg  Authorities say Stallworth is a murder suspect in the deaths of Byrd and Melanie Billings.
g:: elzig Mannie Bradley remembers Stallworth well, He wouig see Stallworth when he was a child visiting

his grandparents, whom have now passed away,

_g When news broke that Stallworth was 5 suspect, Bradley could barely keep his composure.

"Ah, man. I was knocked off my feet to hear that about him because he always was a good guy,"
said Bradley."

(SNIP)

Posts: 1509

"Stallworth went to T.R. Miller High School. After that, he became an Air Force sergeant and was
stationed at hurlburt field,

Tony Williams went to high school with Stallworth,

"It ain't no telling what's on somebody's mind anytime they do something. But I hate it had to
happen like that," sajd Williams."

acandyrose Billings Case News Articles (July-Sept 2009 Reply #64 posted Oct 23, 2009 a¢ 6:17am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 23,2009 at 6:17am ég
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www.pnj.com/article/2009071 S/NEWS01/90715013

The Big
Cheese

Long found on yacht
Brian Kelly ¢ bkelly@pnj.com * July 15, 2009

.. "Long and an unidentified man were found shortly after 2 p.m. today aboard the "Classy Lady"
i -@ boat. They were seen in handcufls as they were being led off the boat.

= Several plainclothes Escambia County officer, assisted by Orange Beach, Ala., police, led Long
1509 and the man from "Classy Lady," a 45-foot boat moored at dock "L" at The Marina at The Wharf
Posts: 1 in Orange Beach.”
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Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Th rcad started Oct 21, 2009 at 11:21pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:21pm
WW. azette com/news/walk-8432-4th-annu .htm}

4th anpual Buddy Walk to raise awareness
October 02, 2009 1:45 PM

MATHEW PELLEGRINO
acandvrose
ﬁdgl::::n:tor “Grab a buddy, and head down to the Rosa Sunshine Buddy Walk at the PIC outdoor track off of Highway 90 in Milton. The

The Big event, which kicks off 2 weck from today, is the walks’ fourth year in the Santa Rosa Community.
Cheese The walk, which begins at 9:30 a.m. belps educate people about Down Syndrome and other developmental diseases.

“We want {0 promote awareness and advice of children with Down Syndrome,” said President of Northwest Florida’s Down
Syndrome Assoclatlon, Angie Dunn.”

(SKIP)

Posts: 150¢

*This year’s walk will be in memory of Byrd and Melanie Billings, who were one of Dunn’s closest friends.

“They were wondcrfu\ people that gave back to the community, and showed me that children with disabilities are still just
children,” said Dunn.”

sepoter

LastEdlt Sep 3, 2010at820pmrb£

acandvros¢  Bi s Articles 3009) Reply #1 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:24pm
Admm:strahorl’ost by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11 :24pm
Edas  wwworthescambi ia.con/2p=1 1:1 1

The Big
Cheese Taking It To The Streets: Sheriff David Morgan Walks Walnut Hill Neighborhood

;.;90mobcr 3, 2009

Posts: 150%
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“For Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan, days at the office are getting back to normal, Afier the Byrd and Melanie Billings
murders cast him into the national spotlight, he was spending a lot of time doing interviews with the big boys in the news
business — CNN, FOX, ABC and all those other three letter networks and celebrities like Larry King, Aaron Cooper and even
Oprah.

But Friday afternoon, Morgan was back where he likes to be...on the streets of Escambia County. Afier taking part in Northview
High School’s Homecoming Parade, the sheriff, Lt. Roger Grice and Escambia County District 5 Commissioner Kevin White
walked Juniper Strect in Walnut Hill. 1t was a chance for Morgan to meet some of the residents on a street that is often plagued
by crime. Just last week, an Escambia County teacher’s aide was busted on Juniper Street after the sheriff's department executed
a search warrant and recovered a large amount of cocaine.”

Reply #2 posted Oct 21, 2009 at | 1:26pm

acandvrose  Billings Case News Articles Oct-Dec 2009

Administrator Post by acandyrese on Oct 21,2009 at 11:26pm

B www oprah.com/dated/oprahshow/or rahshow-20090924-lorida-massacre
The Big

Cheese Oprah Exclusive: Inside the Home of the Florida Massacre

e e

"5 "It was one of the most heartbreaking stories in the news last summer. Now, our cameras go inside the home where the
4 gruesome murders took place. (PG)
Fa

Tune in on 10/07 to watch this show"
Posts: 1502
acandviose  Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Deg 2009) Reply 43 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:28pm
AdministratorPost by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:28pm
EEEHE www, northescanbig, com/2p=11357
The Big . . . .
Cheese Oprah Winfrey Show On Billings Murder, Family To Air Wednesday With Daughter, Sheriff
. October 6, 2009

)

Posts: 150%
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Pictured above: Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan waits 1o film a segment on the Oprah Winfrey show via an
Internet teleconference from his office September 24, Submitted photo for NorthEscambia.com

Rillings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #4 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:30pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 11:30pm
WWW. WeATLY COIMEWsTom A0 storjesivideos;

wear vid 4328 shunl

acanc}\q‘osc
Administrator /06/09

g:fsieg "ESCMABIA COUNTY - An Escambia County judge ruled today that all witnesses in the Billings’ murder case will only have

to give one deposition.
% 'I'he request to consolidate the deposition process came from State Attorney Bill Eddins.

He argued that it wouldn't be fair to ask each witness to give eight different depositions to eight different defense attorneys.

Those attorneys gave little objection and will now start working with the state attorney's office to coordinate a schedule.”

Last Edit: Oct 21, 2009 at 11:35pm by acandytose
f d 00

acandyrosc  Billings Casc News Articles (Oct-Deg 2009) Reply #3 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:42pm

Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:42pm
Gt drir s wWW Nydailynews.cony pews/national/2000/10/07/2009-10-
The Big 67_ashic i

Cheese

dauger_of_slain_f{lorida_cou

kham te appcars_on_oprah is_raising arent.htin}

Ashley Markham, daughter of slain Florida couple,
-~ on Oprabh, is raising parents' adopted kids
. .+ THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
LS. Wednesday, October 7th 2009, 2:19 PM

Posts: 150¢ "Markham, who appeared with her husband on the show, said her parents, Byrd and Melanie Billings, traveled a lot, and that her
mother asked that the children be kept together, not placed in group homes or foster care.

«1 told her, “You don’t ever have to worry about that.” Markham, who has declined numerous interview requests from the
national media, allowed the show’s cameras into the home west of Pensacola, Fla., where her parents were illed and where she
and her husband, James “Blue” Markham, now raise the children.

She said after sleeping on the couch when they first arrived, she and her husband now sieep in the bedroom where her parents
were shot during what authorities say was a home-invasion robbery."

*1 heard shooting guns and all of that downstairs, but | thought it was my dad velling at the dog for eating a shoe or something.” .
Adrianna said. i
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A boy who was not identified in the clip said of his parents’ death: “They died by some mean guys shot them,”

"She and her husband alsg said they are getting by financially and that they hope to sell the house they were living in before they
moved into their parents’ home,

B};xt they said while they have received about $1,100 in donations, that money is only a fraction of what jt €osts (o raise nine
children.

“The power bill was $1,285,” her husband sajd."”

Billings Case News Articlos Oct-Dec 2009 Reply #6 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 1 1:44pm
acandvrose  Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 ar 1 1:44pm
Administrator ww fox10tv.com/dpp/ ' i

/pews/local news/pensacolas

fhé Blg k Escambia Co. sheriff to appear on Oprah
Cheese Updated: Wednesday, 07 Oct 2009, 11:38 AM CDT
Published : Tuesday, 06 Oct 2009, 10:16 PM CDT

)
-~/ "The Escambia County sheriff talked to Oprah Winfrey via Skype from his office in Florida. He talked with FOX10 News about
w  the case, which is stil] ongoing,

Posts: 1502 "It's still an open case. We're stilt pursuing netually four persons of interest,” said Sheriff Morgan."”

Billings ¢
Post by ac
1EWS, ¢

se News Articles (Oct-Deg 2009 Reply #7 posted Oct 21,2009 at 1 1:48pm
andyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:48pm
le.comMmews?um=1& ned=us, :hl=en&

=%2"Bud-mnd*—Meiame-%Bi]l ings%22& cf=a] I&scoring=n

An Albany woman remains jailed in Florida couple's murder
acandvrose  Posted: Oct 07, 2009 4:54 PM EDT

Administrator Updated: Oct 07, 2009 4:54 PMEDT

SLEITE9 By Jennifer Emert

The Big
Cheese "ALBANY, GA (WALB) - An Albany native remains in Jail in Florida for a case involving the murder of a F Jorida couple.”

r‘*’ir_ﬁ""”‘;j (SNIP)

' ’;&%:j "Wiggins was jailed a second time after a grand jury increa:sed the charges against her from a third degree evidence tampering to
Posts: 1502  father. Gonzalez used her van the day of the murders,

Wiggins told investigators she allowed him to come and g0 from her home but said she hadah

d b om he ard time femembering the day of
the murders. A safe stolen from the Billings home was found in Wiggins backyard. Her next court date is a bong hearing
scheduled for November third."

Billings Cuse News Articles Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #8 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:50pm
acandviose  Tost by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:50pm
mtor WWW. wearty coni/ne wsroom: ey Storics/videos/wear vid 4383 shim]

Judge To Appoint Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr A New Attorney

The Big
Cheese 106/08/09

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - "The alleged mastermind of the murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings will soon be appointed a new
lawyer,

Today, a judge allowed two attorneys 1o remove themselves from representing Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr.

Posts: 1509 Rick Mill and Elton Killem cited 2 conflict involving one of the witnesses in the case.”

acandvrose  Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) R cply £9 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:55pm
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:55pm
eSS OPrah Video

The Big Cheese

2/ 200%1924-10ws-ashley s-life

www oprah.com/medi -florida

Posts: 1509
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acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #]4) Y posted Oct 21, 2009 at 1:56pm
Admmlstrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 2] 2009 at1] :56pm

¥ lawprofessors.typepad.com
Thc Blg will. htm]
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October 12, 2009
Slain Couple Leaves Behind Twelve Special Needs Children & No Valid Will

Cheese »The murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings, a wealthy Florida couple, has left everyone wondering who will take care of their
12 adopted, special needs children. Byrd did not execute a will, and a Florida court recently determined that Melanie's will is
invalid because it was not signed in front of two witnesses.

For more information, see Hubert
fox ) Orv.com/d i

Tate, Melanie Bitlings' will
news/crime/Melani Billings_Will N

"not valid", FoxTen, Aug. 31, 2009.
lani Valid

of.

Posts: 1502 gpecial thanks to Mike Kent (Stetson University College of Law) for bringing this case to my attention.”

October 12, 2009 in Current Events, Estate Administration, Wills | Permalink

Billings Case News Articles ‘Oct-Dec 2000) Reply #11 posted Oct 21, 2009 at 11:58pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21,2009 at 11:58pm
chs4.cony/wireapuew /S tate. secks.death. .1243308.htm}

acandvrose
Administrator Oct 12, 2009 4:11 pm US/Eastemn
oyivsr  State Secks Death For 41n Couple's Killings

Cheese PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) Prosecutors will seek the death penalty for four men charged in the July home-insvasion killings of 2
Panhandle couple known for adopting numerous children with special needs.

- jQ State Attorney Bill Eddins announced Monday he will seek the death penalty against alleged ring leader Leonard Patrick
; %timzalez Jr.. 35, Air Force Staff Sgt. Donnie Ray Staflworth, 28, Wayne Thomas Coldiron, 41, and Frederick Lee
ornton Jr., 19.

Posts: 1508 i
Another man and 8 16-year-old hoy have pleaded not guilty o first-degree murder. A woman has pleaded not guilty to AcCessory
to first-degree murder.”

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #12 posted Oct 21,2009 at 11:59pm
Post by acandyrose on Oct 21, 2009 at 11:59pm
wwyy, fox10tv.com/’ /eWS/erime! y_S

Billings murder: Death penalty sought
Updated: Monday, 12 Oct 2009, 3:27 PM CDT
Published : Monday, 12 Oct 2009, 3:16 PM CDT
Liz Nelson

andyros PENSACOLA, Fla. - "Florida State Attorney Bill Eddins says the State plans to seck the death penalty against Leonard .
acandyrose  Gonzalez, Jr., Wayne Coldiron, Donnie Stallworth, and Frederick Thomton, Jr. in connection the murders of Byrd and Melanie -
&;B:cg Authorities believe the four men were the ones who went into the bouse.”
.. Click here to read the notices of intent.
D media2.fox10tv.com/news_documents /BILLL

Posts: 1502 »Another 1 of interest, Henry "Cab" Tice, has been questioned in connection t0 the case. Tice was a former business
partncr o Byrd Billings, and allegedly stole thousands from him. .

Sheriff David Morgan said Tice was into the Mexican Mafia, and allegedly owed tens of thousands of dollars to them. The
sheriff went on 10 say they don't believe Billings had any ties to the Mexican Mafia. Tice.is charged with theft.

Pamela Long Wiggins has been charged with being an accessory after the fact, first degree. She's in the Escambia County Jail,
under $500,000 bond. Her husband, Hugh Wiggins, is also a person of interest in the case.”

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 12:0)am by zcandyrose
acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (Ogt-Dec 2009) Reply #13 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 12:04am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 22,2009 at 12:04am

""" www.ksl.com/7nid=1 785id=8282705

The Big
Cheese — -

[ Fla. to seek death for 4 accused of killing couple
--—EZ "5 October 12th, 2009 @ 4:12pm

< By MELISSA NELSON
Associated Press Writer
Posts: 1502
(SNIP)
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"Chery| Alverson, an attorney for Thornton, said she heard the news late Monday and hadn't had a chance to talk with her cl; ent,
"We are not happy about it," she said. “Anytime there is an issue like this, You have 1o prepare for the worst."

Alverson, who was appointed by the state, said she would likely withdraw from the case because she was not qualified to
defend a death penalty case.

Gonzalez Jr, is without an attorney because of a previous conflict of interest issue and because his former attorney was
not qualified to handle death Ppenalty cases, the public defender's office said.

David White represents Stallworth, an Air Force staff sergeant from nearby Hurlburt Field. White learned prosecutors
would seek the death penalty after being contacted by The Associated Press,

"In any murder case, we cautiously and l|1>ruclemly prepare as if it will be a death gnalty case unless the state attomey notifies us
otherwise," said White, who added that e didn't want to say anything else unti} spoke with his client.

An attorney for Coldiron did not immediately retumn phone messages."
(SNIP)

Billings Case News Articles {Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #14 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 12:07am
Post by acandyrose on Oet 22,2009 at }2:07am
; y : Jarticles/2 ; K 3.0

www.brewtonstanda

Staliworth to face desth penalty
acandyrose  from staff reports
Administrator Published: Wednesday, October 14, 2009 8:43 AM CDT

P

Errer
The Big "Brewton native Donnie Ray Stallworth, one of seven peaple charged with murder in the deaths of a Pensacola-area couple, will
Cheese face the death penalty, a state aftorney announced Monday in Florida, *

(SNIP)

"Staliworth, a 1999 graduate of T.R. Miller High School, has pleaded not guilty to murder in the July 9 shooting deaths of Byrd
and Melanie Billings, a Beulah, Fla., couple known for adopting special needs children, "

(SNIP)

Posts: 150%

"At a probable cause hearing held when Staliworth fought extradition to F lorida, an Escambia County, Fla,, sheriff's deputy said
Stallworth carried a gun into the Billings home and also carried a small safe out of the house "

Billings Case News Aricles ct-De 9) Reply #15 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 12:09am
acandvrose  Post by acandyrose on Oct 22, 2000 at 12:09am
Administrator www.nbe-2.cq Global/story.asp?S=113477
i e o 3
The Big Alleged leader in couple deaths calm in interview
Cheese Associated Press - October 20,2009 4:14 PMET

2 7% "The 70-minute interview with Leonard Gonzalez Jr. was recorded July 11 and released to the media by the State
¢ Attorney's office on Tuesday as part of public information request.”

"During the interview, Gonzalez told investigators that Billings had business fies to the Mexican Mafia and that he
Posts: 1502  believed the couple were victims of gang-related hit."

acandvrose  Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009 Reply #16 posted Oct 22 2009 at 12:14am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 22, 2009 at 12:14am ’

R w“-w.miamiheralttcom/ne\\fs/ﬂorida’A!Z/SLQrv/l29174 1.htm}
The Big

Cheese Alleged ringleader in killings calm in interview
By MELISSA NELSON

3 Associated Press Writer

Posted on Tuesday, 10.20.09

i "Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr., 35, had not been arrested and was speaking without an attorney during the 70-minute July 11
Posts: 1509  interview. He was arrested less than 24-hours jater,

He told detectives he leamed about Byrd and Melanie Billings' deaths from television news.

“I hope you all get this solved because the guy had like 15 kids," he sajd,

"The woman, that's the thing that really gets me."

The 70-minute interview was among 26 CDs and DVDs of suspect interviews, evidence lists, photographs and other information
released by prosecutors as part of a public information request in the July 9 home-invasion " @
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(SNIP)

"Throughout much of his interview, the younger Gonzalez Jeans back in his chair while chatting and joking with the
investigators.

»I'm wondering wWhy nobody got shot, you know what | mean, because Byrd used to carry a gun,” he tells investigators.
When the investigators ask how Gonzalez knew that Billings carried a gun, Gonzalez, a Kkarate instructor, says he talked with
Billings, a used car dealer, about self defense. Billings once donated $5.000 to help him and his wife teach self defense t0
women and children, Gonzalez says.

"He was very security conscious. This guy was well prepared. I'm surprised this went down like that without 2 shootout or
something," he says.”

Patrick Gonazalez's Father:
*In his interview with detectives, the older Gonzalez said he never believed the Billingses were going 10 be killed.

»1 was under the impression that the guns were going in there, that there were going to be four or five shots fired -bam, bam,
bam, now open the safe, the big safe, give us your money and give us your jewelry,” he said.

1 had no idea there was goingtobe a homicide or a murder. Had 1 had that idea, I never would have gone,” he said."

Reply #17 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 12:20am

Billings Case New Articles c
Post by acandyrose on Oct 22,2009
wiww,pnj.comsarticl /20091020NEW

Suspect details deadly home invasion
Kris Wernowsky * kwemnowsky@pnj.com * October 20, 2009

acandyrose
Administrator

P
The Big Ch“se”“[hommn then opened up.

He described the rehearsal of the robbery inside Gonzalez St.’s trailer in the 300 block of Palm Court.

(SNIP)

He described the surveillance photographs Gonzalez Jr. took of the Billingses’ home.
He described entering the Jeft-most door to the sprawling home and what happened inside.

Posts: 1502

Thornton said he saw Gonzalez Jr. fire a gunshot into the floor near & startled Byrd Billings.
The shot startled Thoraton, t00. He’d never heard a gun fired before. "

(SNIP)

Posts: 150%

New Distovery In Billings' Murder Case
10/20/09

VIDEO AT LINK 5
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(SNIP)

"Even before investigators told him he was a Suspect, Patrick Gonzalez Junior hinted that there was much more to the killings
that he belicved the Mexican Mafia was connected.

Investigator: "We appreciate you coming in.” Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr./Suspected Triggerman: “What ever [ can do you
know, believe me when 1 saw the pictures on the TV I was like Damn I know that guy."

(SNIP)
Gonzalez said he had heard that Bud Billings was in business with organized crime,

Investigator: "What kind of dealings?" Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Js./Suspected Triggerman: “Just that he cleans money for
them.”

Investigator: "You think it's rumor, tell us the rumor and let us be the judge of that. That's all I'm asking."

Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr/Suspected Triggerman; "Okay, it was rumored that he has business acquaintances with certain
Mexican business people. Is that enough?"

Investigators: *What kind?"

Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr./Suspected Triggerman: "La Eme"
Investigator: "Who?"

Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Ir./Suspected Triggerman: "La Eme?"
Investigator: "What is that?"

Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr./Suspected Triggerman: "Mexican Mafia."
(SNIP)

"At that point investigators left Gonzalez alone for 10 minutes,

When they returned, he was under the impression the video recording had stopped and shared more information about the
Mexican Mafia.

Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr./Suspected Triggerman: "They make their biggest money on the drugs for the Mexican Mafia, in
the South. These guys are Moving down here from all over to piant their seeds becanse everything like in LA and Washington is
s0 hot right now. And I know that the word on the street is that they were all in bed together."

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 1:26am by acandvrose
illings Case News Articles (Ogt- 2009) Reply #19 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 12:27am

Post by acandyrose on Oct 22,2009 at 12:27am

www.local) Stv. mews/local/story/Prosecutor s-Rele

=More-Evidence-in-Billin S TRVHXv8e8E-1y 190 Y BUt), -CSpX

Prosecutors Release More Evidence in Billings Murders
Reported by: Mike Rush
Email: mrush@local15tv.com

aandvrose  Last Update: 7:01 pm

Administrator

wEwdd (SNIP)

The Big . R .

Cheese "But Gonzalez's father told detectives a different story when he was interviewed before his arrest. "Everybody jumps in, doors

are kicked open, freeze an the ground and that's al} 1 thought it was was restraining people,” stated Gonzalez, Sr.

Posts: 1502

Gonzales, Sr, responded, "I'd like to sh*t on myself. I thought 'Oh, Dear God No."

"The discs also have interviews with other suspects. They also contain details on physical evidence like footprints and
DNA found at the Billings' home.”

http://acandyrose-timelines.proboards.com/thread/389/billings-case-news—articles-z009 9/30/2015
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acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles Oct-Dec 20 Reply #20 posted Oct 22,2009 at 12:33am
Administgator Post by acandyrose on Oct 22,2009 at 12:33am
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Posts: 1509

Gonzalez Senior Says He Didn't Know About Billings Murder Plot
10/21/09

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - The evidence keeps coming,

(SNIP)

“Leonard Patrick Gonzalez, Jr./Suspected Trigger Man: "If I was going to do something, or anybody I know
would do something, I would not let them do it in my van."

(SNIP) gg
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»In his interrogation, Gonzalez Sr. admits to riding in the van as it pulled up to the Billings home.

- Buddy NeSmith/Investigator: “QOkay, you pull in the driveway and what happens?"

.G G(gllzjai\l]%’ Sr./Suspect in Billings Murder: “Everybody jumps in, doors kick open and 'FREEZE, GET ON THE
R A

- NeSmith: "Okay, alright."

- Gonzalez, Sr.: "We get down in the yard, and things are going fine and then all of a sudden, pow pow pow."

- NeSmith: "What did you think when you heard the Pow Pow Pow?"

- Gonzalez, Sr.: "1 like to s**t on myself. I thought 'dear God, NO.' I'm hoping they're just shooting at the ceiling

or something Jike that.”
Gonzalez, Sr. said his son Patrick and Wayne Coldiron carried handguns into the home.

He even described passing police cars as he drove away from the murder scene.

Gonzalez, Sr.: "We got down around Mobile Highway where that Alabama Produce Mart used to be, and the
county mounty comes flinging around the comer *bloop blocooop.' I said "Oh s**1, we know where they going."

Gonzalez, Sr. went on {0 say his son Patrick was in charge of divvying up the gooeds.
- Gonzalez, St.: "When everything gets taken care of, then we'll split it up."

- Bill Eddins/State Attorney: "Who said that?"

- Gonzalez, Sr.: "Patrick did."

{SNIP)

" Another person of interest in the case, Cab Tice, told us he owed money to the Mexican mafia as well as
Byrd Billings.

But among the evidence the state attorney released Tuesday is an interview with a Sylvane Gonzalez, who
loaned Cab Tice the money.

Sylvano says he made up his connection to the Mexican mafia to scare Tice into paying back the money."

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 1:24am by acandyrose
acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #21 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 12:41am
Admiﬂpist:ator Post by acandyrose on Oct ?.2, 2009 at/lZ:dla/m
nrlpdedy t 1 o .

Wwww . wearty.com/mewsroom:top_storl s/videosiwear vid 39.shtm}
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Cheese

Posts: 1509

0 INSIOE THE INVESTIGATION

Blinics CARk. 4

Inside Hugh Wiggins's Interrogation
10/22/09

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - "He says he knew about the murders of Bud and Melanie Billings months before they
happened.”

(SNIP)
"Hugh Wiggins says he knew as early as March that there was a contract on Bud Billings's life.

As it turned out, the gun used to murder Bud and Melanie was owned by Hugh Wiggins." Lﬁ
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(SNIP)

- Tyree: "And who s it that he said gave him the contract?"

- Wiggins: "He told me that Cab Tice put the contract out for $20 grand."

- Tyree: "So you were told he was going to be paid 20 grand to take oyt the Billings? Pm assuming?"

- Wiggins: "Him."

- Tyr%%: "Him? Mr. Billings?"

- Wiggins: "Mr. Billings.

- Wiggins: "The people that are involved in this are not nice people by any stretch of the imagination. If what |
think is true, then these people are very very bad people.”

- Tyree: "Well go ahead, then.. "

- Wiggins: "Mexican Mafia."

(SNIP)

——— e e e,

"Wiggins says Patrick Gonzalez expected over a million dollars to be in the Billings home because they believed
Bud Billings was laundering money for the Mexican Mafia.

But Wiggins says he told Gonzalez to forget it and concentrate on his karate business. byt Wiggins says Gonzalez
wouldn't let it go.

Wiggins: “He kept hammering on ine about the money and you know he said all will be good man
everything will be good. I said fine, I'l do it."

But the night of the murders, Wiggins was out of town and says he returned to find out his wife Pam Wiggins had
been involved against his wishes,

In fact Wiggins did tell investigators he kuew about a bank robbery he Says was committed by Patrick
Gonzalez.”

(SNIP)

e e e e

a1 e o

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 1:20am by acandyrose

acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles -Dec 2009) Reply #22 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 1:07am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 22,2009 at 1:67am :

et B0 g www.weartv.com/'newsroom/tog stories/videos/wear vid 4646.shtm]
The Big ] _

Cheese

Posts: 1509
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Wiggins Interrogation Reveals More About Gonzalez's Past
10/22/09

ESCAMBIA COUNTY -
(SNIP)

He spoke for hours about his role in helping pian the robbery of Bud aud Melanie Billings, even admitting
he knew Bud Billings was going to be killed.

(SNIP) N
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- Hugh Wiggins/Person of Interest: "It's not like doing an armored car or a bank where you know they got money.
You know a bank's got money. You know an armored car's got money. You may get $50,000 in quarters but at
least you got money." ‘

- Bobby Guy/Investigator: "Have you done that before?"

- Wiggins: "Me2!?"

- Lee Tyree/Investigator: "Know of anything about a bank robbery?"

- Wiggins: "I haven'tdone a bank robbery or an armored car robbery I've never done anything like that."

- Tyree: "What about Pat?”

- Wiggins: "What about Pat?"

- Tyree: "'You know about him doing a bank robbery in Gulf Breeze?"

- Wiggins: "'Yep. 1 nh, uh.”

- Tyree: "You said Yep."

- Wiggins: "Yep, he told me he did one.”

That one, claims Hugh Wiggins, is the Pen Air Federal Credit Union in Gulf Breeze, in November of last
year.

He says Patrick Gonzalez, Junior parked at this Whataburger and walked into the bank, without even
using a gun.

This is video from the robbery. A man crouched down wearing black clothing goes from teller to teller
grabbing cash. He's in and out in about 30 seconds.

CANEAR B HEVAS TOR STORES ViDER

At the time, Gulf Breeze police were looking for a white male about 160 pounds.

(SNIP)

- Wiggins: "he told me he buried a body.”
- Investigators: ''He buried 2 body?"
- Wiggins: "And got a van out of the deal."

- Tyree: "What other spectacular crimes did this guy perform? You say he's done murder, actually just removal of
a body. He's done bank robbery. Then he did a double homicide. What else you got up there?”

- Wiggins: "They tried to take down a coke dealer."

- Tyree: "They tried to take down a coke dealer? How did that fail?"

- Wiggins: "They couldn't get in they had a security gate."
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(SNIP)

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 1:46am by acandyrose
acandyrose  Billings Case News Articles (Oct- 2009) Reply #23 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 2:47am
AdministratorPost by acandyrose on Oct 22, 2009 at 2:47am

™ Archived news article from November 2008 regarding the bank robberies in Gulf Breeze.

ﬁe Big
Cheese www.gulfbreezenews.cow’ngws/ZOOWl 108/front page/001.himl

w""fg SunTrust robbed

S 59 FROM STAFF REPORTS Gulf Breeze News news@gulfbreezenews.com
% November 2008 _

Posts: 1509 "Gulf Breeze Police and Santa Rosa and Escambia County Sheriffs Departments officials gather at SunTrust Bank
after a man robbed the bank and fled on foot.

The SunTrust Bank in Gulf Breeze was robbed in broad daylight last week. On Nov. 1 just after 12:30 p.m., an
unidentified man entered the SunTrust Bank, located at 1] Hoffman Drive, and demanded money from the
teller. Witne: ses described the hite mal imatel inches tall. weighin d 160

Gunman robs credit union
Thyrie Bland tbland@pnj.com
November 14, 2008 01 1AM

"A masked gunman wearing all black robbed 2 Gulf Breeze credit union Thursday and escaped.

The heist marked the second time this year the Pen Air Federal Credit Union on Gulf Breeze Parkway has
been robbed. An armed man robbed the credit union in May.

Gulf Breeze police officers were called to Thursday's holdup at 2:12 p.m,

Scott Muir, 23, of Pensacola Wwas in the bank paying on his car loan when the robber burst through the bank's glass
doors and demanded that everyone get on the floor.

Muir said the man was wearing a mask, hat and gloves."
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(SNIP)

"The robbe:,; left the credit union and went through some nearby woods, Gulf Breeze Deputy Police Chief Robert
Randle said.

After going through the woods, the robber got into a red Ford Explorer parked on private property, Randle said.”

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #24 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 2:53am
Post by acandyrose on Oct 22, 2009 at 2:53am
www.pnj.com/article/20091 022/NEWS01/910220315

acandvrose  wfafi < oyene
T a theory falls flat in Billings murder case
ﬁ@mnn{:g;tor Kris Wemowsky ¢ kwernowsky@pnj.com » October 22,2009

:I:he Bi;
Cheese

“Tice, who claimed "a father-son relationship" with Gonzalez Jr., told investigators he had business dealings with
what he called the "Mexican rmafia" through Silvano Gonzalez. Silvano Gonzalez and Leonard Patrick Gonzalez
i, Jr. are not related.

‘{; Silvano Gonzalez gave Tice a $20,000 loan and told him he'd gotten the mone from the Mexican mafia. But

. h y
< Silvano Gonzalez told an investigator that he made up the mafia story, thinking that Tice would not pay back the
loan otherwise.
Posts: 1502
The money came from Silvano Gonzalez's personal bank account at a Regions Bank and he had the paperwork to
prove it, according to an Aug. 19 statement he made to Investigator Bobby Guy."

acandyrose Billings Case New Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #25 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 3:13am
Administrator Post by acandyrose on Oct 22, 2009 at 3:13a
R R i /xml/xmi.aspluc i
The Big ]
Cheese Escambia County Florida Clerk of the Circuit Court
Case Number 2009 CF 005012 A Case Judge A / GEEKER, NICKOLAS P.
-3 Case Type FELONY File Date 10/16/2009
¥ Case Action Code Case Status OPEN
PARTIES
Red Party Type Name Race Gender D.O.B./D.O.D.
Posts: 1509 1 Defendant GONZALEZ, L EONARD PATRICK XRef-ID: 5763534 W M 01/31/1974
Address: 1200 W LEONARD STREET ESCAMBIA COUNTY JAIL PENSACOLA FL 32501 (Home Address
on 10/16/2009)
Attorney: FLOWERS MICHAEL A
PARTY CHARGE SUMMARY
Red Chg/
Cnt Phase Charge Description Charge Disposition Disposition Date
1 1 Initial AGGRAV BATTERY-PERSON USES A DEADLY WEAPON
5 10/16/2009 COURT EVENT SET
Event: ARRAIGNMENTS
Date: 11/06/2009 Time: 9:00 am
9 10/16/2009 CONFLICT ATTY M. FLOWERS APPT PER ORDER FROM DIV A’
10 10/16/2009 BOND SET AT: $25,000 C/P, NO CONTACT WITH VICTIM

S
www.escambiaclerk.com/xml/xm}.asp.u
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Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #26 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 1 1:32pm
Post by scooter on Oct 22, 2009 at 11:32pm

WWW. weartv.com/newsroomitop stories/videos/wear vid 46535 shtml

Billings Evidence

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - The State Attorney's office has released video testimony by a man who claims to have
known beforehand that there was a contract on Bud Billings' life.

Hugh Wiggins came forward after making a deal for immunity with the state attorney's office.

He's admitted to owning the pistol used to kill Bud and Melanie Billings and located it for investigators.

e

Last Edit: Oct 22, 2009 at 11:34pm by scooter -
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Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #27 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 11:33pm
Post by scooter on Oct 22,2009 at 11:33pm
www.weartv.com/newsroomito ries/video:

Billings' Murder: New Evidence Emerges Against Pamela Wiggins
*Snip*

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - We now know more about what evidence investigators had on Pamela Long Wiggins
in the days following the murders of Bud and Melanie Billings.

Wiggins was arrested on her boat six days after the Billings were gunned down in their Beluah home.

Meeting with her attorney and State Attoney Bill Eddins, Wiggins learned investigators believed she was sitting
in her red mini-van down the street from the Billings' home that night.

They also believed she transported the safe taken from the home.

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #28 posted Oct 22, 2009 at 11:35pm
Post by scooter on Oct 22,2009 at 11:35pm
Www,weartv.Com/newsroomAop stories/videos/wear_vid 4666.shtml

Leonard Gonzalez Junior Accused of Attacking Inmate
*Snip*

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - The man accused of pulling the trigger in the murders of Bud and Melanie Billings is
now accused of stabbing a fellow inmate in the Escambia County Jail.

Billings Case News Articles (Qct-Dec 2009} Reply #29 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 12:58am
Post by scooter on Oct 23, 2009 at 12:58am
w.weartv.com/newsroom/to stories/videos/wear_vid 4671 shtmi

M

Billings' Son Thought Parents' Murder Was a Contract Hit

ESCAMBIA COUNTY - The son of Bud and Melanie Billings believed his parents were the victims of a
contract killing.

In the first 24 hours following the murders, investigators interviewed Justin Billings 3 times
*snip*
Finally, on the third interview he explained what he thought happened.

. Justin Billings/Parents Were Murdered: "I've been trying to do this on my own, trying to figure out what's
going on.”

- Bobby Guy/Escambia Investigator: "That's what we're saying, it's not working out too well for you is it?"
- Billings: "All 1 got so far from my friend is that it is 3 men from Colorado.”

- Guy: "Who told you that?"

- Billings: "One of my friends from Colorado. He has a rat that's part of a gang. He said there was a hit
somewhere in Florida that fit the description I gave him."

- Investigator: "Why would a gang come after your Momma and Daddy?"

- Billings: "I don't know."

- Investigator: "How would a gang know where your Mom and Dad live?"

- Billings: "That's what I've... " '

- Investigator: "Bulls**t, Justin. That's not going to fly."

- Billings: "Well, that's the truth."

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009} Reply #30 posted Oct 23, 2009 at 2:10am
Post by scooter on Oct 23,2009 at 2:10am
WWWw.pni .com[articleiZ()Lﬁ‘l023/NEW5011‘910230344

Sheriff won't rule out mafia in Billings case
Kris Wemowsky * kwernowsky@pnj.com * October 23, 2009

Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan still believes the reason for the slayings of Melanie and Byrd Billings
could be more than it appears.

-
: i
wind
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*snip*

Thousands of pages of investigative documents now publicly available give no substantial evidence of either
theory, beyond statements that originated with the alleged shooter, Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr.

But Morgan said Thursday he still believes the Mexican mafia could be involved,

He said he has independent knowledge, beyond what Gonzalez said, of possible Mexican mafia ties among the
eight suspects arrested in the slayings,

Last Edit: Oct 25, 2009 at 2:22am by scooter

Billings Case News Articles Oct-Dec 2009) Replv #31 posted Oct 25, 2009 at 2:22am
Post by scooter om Oct 25,2009 at 2:22am

WWW.pnj.com/article/20091025/NEWS0 1/910250314

Hugh Wiggins interview like 'pulling teeth’
Interview brought out solid details, but the information didn't come easy

Mark O'Brien ¢ mobrien@pnj.com » October 25, 2009
*SNIP*

Hugh Wiggins says he told his wife not 1o be part of the ring that invaded Melanie and Byrd Billings' home in
Beulah and left the couple dead in pools of blood,

8till, Pamela Long Wiggins was involved.

"She's a woman, What are Yyou going to do?" Wiggins said near the end of a lengthy interview by officers
investigating the home invasion, which occurred with nine adopted children inside the home,

Wiggins said his wife felt a duty to help Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr,, a family friend described as the brains of
the operation.

" 'He needs me,’ " Hugh Wiggins quoted his wife as saying of Gonzalez,

Video of the interview, obtained recently by the News Journal, shows Wiggins answering questions as partof a
"use immunity agreement” meant to help investigators get more details about participants in the attack whj le
protecting Wiggins' constitutional right against incriminating himself.

The officers can use the information for their case against other people, but they cannot charge Wiggins on the
basis of what he told them, However, they can charge Wiggins if they find incriminating evidence against him
without his help.

Much of the information already has been made public, but the video offers a rare close-up of a real-life interview
of a person of interest in a major crime,

Also to the right of this article ....
Wiggins' statement 'critical' 1o case
*SNIP*

Prosecutors say they got a good deal by giving immunity 1o Hugh Wiggins in exchange for information he gave
investigators,

Wiggins' statements led officers directly to 8uns used in the attack on the home of Byrd and Melanie Billings and
%3 phe_safe hidden under bricks in the yard of the Gulf Breeze home he shared with his wife, Pamela Long
iggins. '

No video posted of the interview ... hopefully they will put that up ®

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #32 posted Oct 27, 2009 at 7:29pm
Post by scooter on Oct 27, 2009 at 7:29pm P ™
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www.pni.com/aiticle/20091 027/NEWS01/91027027

Billings case suspect wants bond reduced
Kris Wernowsky * kwemowsky@pnj.com * October 27, 2009

*SNIP*
A central figure in the deaths of Byrd and Melanie Billings has asked a judge to reduce her $500,000 bond.

Circuit Judge Nick Geeker will hear the request at a Nov. 3 hearing, his assistant said Tuesday.

sedebs  SNIP?
Ic\:dy;aingt(enance Cashwell also complained that her client, who previousty underwent a gastric bypass procedure, has health
concerns.
ﬁ “Due to a previous medical procedure, she requires a specific diet which she is not receiving while incarcerated,”
Ea_shwell wrote. “This can result in anemia, kidney and intestinal damage. She is suffering ... and losing her
air.”
Posts: 5509

www.pnj.com/ article/20091027/NEWS01 /91027027
Pamela Long Wiggins® legal woes
*SNIP*

Pamela Long Wiggins has a host of legal issues beyond her alleged involvement in the Billings homicides.

Last Edit: Oct 27, 2009 at 7:31pm by scooter
scooter Billings Case News Articles {Qct-Dec 2009) Reply #33 posted Nov 4, 2009 at 2:24am

‘Administrator Post by scooter on Nov 4, 2009 at 2:24am
wEkEE www.fox 10ty .com/d /news/local_news/ nsacola/atiomey_removed from billings_case
Maintenance
Chick Attorney removes self from murder case
David White removes himself as Stallworth's atty.
Updated: Tuesday, 03 Nov 2009, 6:41 PM CST
n Published : Tuesday, 03 Nov 2009, 6:41 PM CST

Posts: 5509
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Christina Leavenworth
Blanton Box
Photojournalist: Eric Lowe

*SNIP*

.

PENSACOLA, Fla. - For the first time since the murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings, Fox10 sat almost eye-to-
eye with one of the suspects. Donnie Stallworth appeared in the judge's chambers,

Video posted by WALA ...

stallworth
11/03/09

%
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Last Edit: Nov 4, 2009 at 2:25am by scoote

T
scooter Billings Case News Articles {Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #34 posted Nov 4, 2009 at 2:25am
Administrator Post by scooter on Nov 4, 2009 at 2:25am
el ¥ www.fox10ty.com/dpp/news/local news/pensacola/Wiggins hearing_postponed
Maintenance Chick

Wiggins hearing pastponed

Updated: Tuesday, 03 Nov 2009, 10:23 AM CST
ﬁ Published : Tuesday, 03 Nov 2009, 7:08 AM CST

Posts: 5509

Linda Jones
PENSACOLA, Fla. - A bond reduction hearing for Pamela Long ‘Wiggins has been postponed.

The hearing was originally scheduled for Tuesday, November 3. A new court date has not been set.
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Wiggins is charged with accessory after the fact to the murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings.

The couple was murdered in their home while their children were present.

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #35 posted Nov 4, 2009 at 2:46am
Post by scooter on Nov 4, 2009 at 2:f16an)

Www.wearty. com/newsroom/i stories/videos/wear vid 4887 shtmi
" scooter
Administrator Update in Billings' Murder Case
Maintenance Chick*SNIP*
ESCAMBIA COUNTY - There are new developments in the Billings' murder case.
a The state attorney's office has made more evidence public in the case,
Included in the latest release is audio interviews from several suspects and witnesses,
Posts: 5509
Meanwhile, one of the suspects will soon have a new attorney.
Judge Nicholas Geeker allowed Donnie Stallworth's attorney to withdraw from the case today.
Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #36 posted Nov 4, 2009 at 5 ‘42pm
Post by scooter on Nov 4,2009 at 5:42pm
www.wkrg.com/'ﬂoﬁda/axticle/biIlings autopsy_reports released/503909/Nov-04-2009 2-48-pm/
Billings Autopsy Reports Released
scooter

i by Jamie Burch
Cid " Published: Wed, November 04, 2009 - 2:48 pm CST

R&é}ﬁ;enance

Chick *SNIP*

g PENSACOLA,, Florida - The Florida State Attorney's office released the autopsy reports on Byrd and Melanie
Billings.

According to the reports, Byrd was shot three times in the head and once in each leg. Melanie was shot twice in
Posts: 5502 the head and twice in the chest

Click here to read the reports

www.wkrg;om/document/’ggﬁbi]lings autopsy’
Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #37 posted Nov 7, 2009 at 5:06am
Post by scooter on Nov 7, 2009 at 5:06am

WWw.pnj.com/article/20091 | 07/NEWS01/911070320/} 006/NEWS01/Bill ings—murder-susmct—enters-mncil-
. stabbing-plea
scooter

Administrator Bijiines murder suspect enters pencil-stabbing ples
R SEy From staff reports « November 7, 2009

Maintcnaﬁce

Chick A suspect in the July murders of Byrd and Melanie Billings made an appearance in court Friday on an unrelated
assault charge. .

a Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr., 35, is accused of stabbing a fellow Escambia County Jail inmate twice with a pencil
in late September, Gonzalez pleaded not guilty Friday to the charge of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

The maximum Penalty is 15 years in prison,

Posts: 5502 Gonzalez faces a first-degree murder and other charges in the home invasion that resulted in the July killings. The

state is seeking the death penalty,
His next court appearance in the pencil-stabbing incident is Jan. 6.

scooter Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #38 posted Nov 13,2009 at 1:41pm
Administrator Post by scooter on Noy 13, 2009 at 1:41pm

R www.nni.com/artic]ei20091113/NEWSOI./91llBOOS/Bi]lin S-case-suspect.
Maintenance : "~
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Billings case suspect accused of bigamy gets divorced
Kris Wernowsky * kwernowsky@pnj.com ® November 13, 2009

*SNIP*

All James Maulden wanted was his motorcycle and a divorce.

Chick He got both.
ﬁ Long Wiggins Divorce
A deputy led Maulden’s estranged wife, Pamela Long Wiggins, into the courtroom this morning. Dressed in a

lime-green jumpsuit issued to her at the Escambia County Jail, Long Wiggins appeared unaffected when a judge
Posts: 5509 granted her a divorce from one of her two husbands during a hearing at the M.C. Blanchard Judicial Building.

Long Wiggins Divorce Pictures

www.pnj ,com[aggs/pbcs.dll/galleg-‘?
Site=DP&Date=200911 13&Catego

~BIL LINGSCASE&ArtNo=911 130802&Ref-PH

Last Edit: Nov 13, 2009 at 2:00pm by scooter

Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #39 posted Nov 14, 2009 at 10:45pm

Post by scooter on Nov 14, 2009 at 10:45pm

www.Dni.com/article/20091 1 14/NEWS01/911140323/- /special/Ex-gets-Harlev-in-Wi ins-divorce

Ex gets Harley in Wiggins divorce
Billings slaying defendant still faces bigamy trial

scooter Kris Wemowsky * kwernow ni.com * November 14, 200

Admimistrator S owsky * k sky@pnj.com ember 14, 2009

wEREFEE  Updated

Maintenance

Chick *Snip*
Assistant State Attorney Bridgette Jensen said her office will not drop the bigamy charge in light of Long
Wiggins' fresh divorce.

Maulden will receive the title to the 1996 Harley Davidson motorcycle he got as a gift from Long Wiggins and
Posts: 5502 will not stake a claim on any other property. Long Wiggins owns nearly a dozen homes in the Gulf Breeze area,
) many of which are in the foreclosure process.
As he left the courtroom Maulden said he's ready to put Long Wiggins behind him.

"I'm glad that's over," he said.
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Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #40 posted Dec 1,2009 at 8:57pm
Post by scooter on Dec 1, 2009 st 8:57pm
www.pni.com/article/20091201/NEWSOI/91201022

Crist appoints David Rimmer to serve as judge
scooter From staff reports » December 1, 2009
Administrator
Fedrmdy *SNIp*
Maintenance

Chick Longtime Pensacola prosecutor David Rimmer on Tuesday was appointed by Gov. Charlie Crist to serve as
a circuit judge.
Rimmer, 61, has served as an assistant state attorney for the four-county First Judicial Circuit since 1982,
The circuit runs from Escambia to Walton County.

Posts: 5509 He has prosecuted numerous high-profile murder cases, including that of Derek and Alex King, the
Cantonment boys convicted of killmg their father in 2002.

Rimmer had been assigned to prosecute the eight suspects in the July slayings of Melanie and Byrd
Billings. A new prosecutor has not yet been named.

Billings Case News Articles {Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #41 posted Dec 4, 2009 at 2:23am
Post by scooter on Dec 4, 2009 at 2:23am

www.pnj.com/article/20091 204/NEWS01/912040315

New face in Billings case
scooter With Rimmer becoming judge, Molchan joins prosecution
Administrator Kris Wernowsky » kwemowsky@pnj.com « December 4,2009

Maintenance *SNIP*

ick . . . . .
Chic The promotion of a longtime assistant state attorney to a judgeship leaves an empty seat at the prosecution
table in seven local murder cases, including that of Byrd and Melanie Billings.
a Gov. Charlie Crist on Tuesday appointed homicide prosecutor David Rimmer to a position vacated by

Circuit Judge Kim Skievaski, who will retires in Jan .

Posts: 5502  State Attorney Bill Eddins has acted as the lead Prosecutor in the Billings case with assistance from
Rimmer,

Assistant State Attorney John Molchan will take Rimmer's place in the Billings case and also will handle
most of the office's other murder cases as well, office spokesman Greg Marcille said Thursday.

Last Edit: Dec 4, 2009 at 2:23am by scooter

Billings Case News Articles (Qct-Dec 2009) Reply #42 posted Dec 8, 2009 at 9:43pm Eﬁ
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Post by scooter on Dec 8, 2009 at 9:43pm
www.time.com/time/special s/packages/article/ 0,28804,1945379_1943 832_1943841,00.htm]

The Top 10 Everything of 2009 TIME charts the highs and lows of the past year in 50 wide-ranging
lists.

Top 10 Crime Stories
9. The Deaths of Byrd and Melanie Billings

The details of the murder of the wealthy Pensacola, Fla,, couple that had adopted many disabled children were
so shocking, they recalled Truman Capote's In Cold Blood: after their home was invaded by men in black
ninja-style clothing, Byrd Billings, 66, was shot three times in the head and once in the leg, and his wife, 43,
was shot twice in the head and twice in the chest — all in front of their nine young children. (In all, the
Billingses had 17 kids, 13 of them adopted and most with disabilities like Down Syndrome.) The alleged killer
scooter was Leonard Patrick Gonzalez Jr., a failed karate instructor, who the local sheriff said may have been part of a
Administratorconspiracy to get rid of Byrd Billings, who ran a loan company. Six other men were also charged with capital
sparse@se  murder. Like Gonzalez, they pleaded not guilty. Investigators said Gonzalez's accomplices fingered him as the
l(\:/ll?'inl:enance sole gunman.
1C!

g Top Ten Crime Stories 2009

o Rt L
. " The Cleveland Serial Rapist- iller
Posts: 5509 5" Tpe Craigslist Killer
4. The Headscarf Martyr
5. The Mystery of the Dead Census Worker
6. Murdering the Abortionist
7. The Tacoma Massacre
8. The Annie Le Murder
9. The Deaths of Byrd and Melanie Billings
10. The Return of the Pishtacos

Read more:
\wvw.time.com[time/sgecials/gackages/articlelo,28804,l945379_1943832_1943 841,00.htm¥ixzz0Z9hkrmwz

scooter Billings Case News Articles (Oci-Dec 2009) Reply #43 posted Dec 11,2009 at 5:50am
Administrator Post by scooter on Dec 11, 2009 at 5:50am
P www.inweekly net/article.asp? 1D=10
Maintenance
Chick Winners & Losers 2009
*Snip*

Pensacola was consistently in the national news in 2009. Whether it was the Spanish royal visit, a sensational
murder case, Jude Law's baby momma, or being punked at a Tea Party rally by a liberal blogger, there were

Posts: 5509 few dull moments.

It was tougher than years past, but The Independent News was still able to round out its annual top Winners
and Losers. :

Winners

DAVID MORGAN

He mothballed his helicopters, dealt with a Department of Justice investigation of his predecessor, Ron
McNesby, revamped the K-9 unit and cuts millions of dollars from the Escambia County Sheriff's Office
budget. By the end of the summer it was clear that Sheriff David Morgan could take on about anything
thrown at him--even an Oprah interview.

After the murders of Melanie and Byrd Billings brought national attention to Escambia County in July, Lﬁ
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Morgan showed he could handle the media and the added responsibility of being in charge of one the most

bizarre criminal cases the area has ever seen,

The wake of the "humdinger” (as Morgan described the complexity and mystery of the case) gave the sheriff
a chance_ to fully address public for the first time i

In the last 12 months, the Morgan administratipn has helped bring transparency to a law enforcement agency
long known as a "good o' boy" haven, where instances of improper jail deaths, police brutality and
administrative mismanagement have been swept under the table.

In addition, David Morgan has also held up to his standards of a vocal king. Singing for area churches,
fundraisers and ballgames, Morgan has gained community relation kudos across the demographic spectrum.

CRYSTAL SPENCER
organization affecting the City of Pensacola. She was even the legal representative for the Billings' children
in the first weeks following the Beulah murders in July.

During the media explosion of the murder case, she stayed cool under pressure; speaking at several press
conferences and Proving to be one tough cookie when required.

But what she'll be most remembered for in 2009 is her role as Charter Review Commission chairman.

Afer nearly two years of evaluating different government charters from across the U.S. and listening to
expert opinions from mayors and planners and gathering citizen input, her commission was able to revise the
outdated 1931 charter and create something voters could stand behind,

Spencer never backed down to naysayers of the "hybrid" form of government the group created, which
included a strong mayor and term. limits for elected officials. On top of that, she took the issue of government
consolidation in stride, brushing off notions that the charter revision could become void in 2010,

When people doubted Pensacola's progression, citizens like Crystal Spencer proved them wrong,

scooter Billings Case News Articles {Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #44 posted Dec 12, 2009 at 10:52pm
Administrator Post by scooter on Dec 12, 2009 at 10:52pm
magei o . ] iogins.

DTN

BEwEd lesnotebook.blogspot.com/2009/12/hugh-wi

Maintenance

Chick Friday, December 11, 2009

a Hugh Wiggins Patrick Gonzalez? Wiggins Fingers Cab Tice Patrick Gonzalez: Hugh Wiggins Bud
Billings

Hugh Wiggins says Cab Tice offered Patrick Gonzalez $20,000 to kill Byrd Bud Billings, and he knew about
Posts: 5502 the hit as early as March 200 before the June murders of Billings and his wife. Melanis.
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agh Wigsior ouder questioniag
Hugh Wiggins

Wiggins said that Gonzalez expected up to a million dollars ripe for the taking at the home of the Billings
when the murders occurred, making the hit far more profitable than the miserly sum of $20,000.

At one point, Wiggins says Gonzalez hounded him to the point that he agreed to take part in the hit. Wiggens
says he left town, and oh woe, his wife Pamela Wiggins helped Patrick Gonzalez hide evidence of the
murders in her (their) own backyard, Joaned him a car, and maybe participated in his getaway. Hugh Wiggins
just didn't understand why Pamela would take the chance when there was no certainty that big money would
be found on the property. Afterall; be opined, it wasn't like hitting a bank armored vehicle known to have
money on board. Nothing about murdering another human being - murdering two humans, gave the man any
remorse.

Wiggins could have stopped the murders and chose not t00. Now, he will skate any serious prison time
because he cooperated with authorities.

Here is the transcript from WEARTV:

Channel Three's Dan Thomas has been combing through evidence and joins us now with more.

Hugh Wiggins says he knew as early as March that there was a contract on Bud Billings's life.

As it turned out, the gun used 10 murder Bud and Melanie was owned by Hugh Wiggins.

But so far, he hasn't been charged with anything.

That's because just days after the murders, he got a deal from the state attorney's office and came clean.
- Hugh Wiggins/Person of Interest: "This is what { know."

- Lee Tyree/Investigator: "Then tell me everything.”

- Wiggins: "Everything involves more than just this.”

- Tyree: "Then tell me more than just this, let's go."

Hugh Wiggins says it started with a contract Patrick Gonzalez, Jr. accepled to murdér Bud Billings.

- Tyree: "And who is it that he said gave him the contract?”

- Wiggins: "He told me that Cab Tice put the contract out for $20 grand.”

- Tyree: "So you were told he was going to be paid 20 grand to take out the Billings? I'm assuming?”

- Wiggins: "Him." '}’é
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- Tyree: "Him? M. Billings?"

- Wiggins: "Mr. Billings.

He claimed that local car dealer Cab Tice and perhaps others wanted Bud Billings dead because they were
tired of paying back loans he had made them, then he added this:

- Wiggins: "The people that are involved in this are not nice people by any stretch of the imagination, Ifwhat
1think is true, then these Ppeople are very very bad people.” ) .

- Tyree: "Well go ahead, then... "
- Wiggins: "Mexican Mafig.”

Wiggins says Patrick Gonzalez expected over a million dollars to be in the Billings home because they
believed Bud Billings was laundering money for the Mexican Mafia,

But Wiggins says he told Gonzalez to forget it and concentrate on his karate business, but Wiggins says
Gonzalez wouldn't let jt go.

Wiggins: "He kept hammering on me about the money and you know he said all wil} be good man everything
will be good. I said fine, I'll do it."

But the night of the murders, Wiggins was out of town and says he returned to find out his wife Pam Wiggins
had been involved against his wishes.

Wiggins: "The risk is way too high. For something you don't even know that you're going to retum. It's not
like doing an armored car or a bank where you know they got money."

In fact Wiggins did tell investigators he knew about a bank robbery he Says was committed by Patrick
Gonzalez. ‘

We'll have the video from the bank robbery tonight at 10,

Start the video series here.

www.youtube, com/watch?v=ppSIWYtvi78

Last Edit: Dec 23, 2009 at 9:22am by scooter
scooter Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #45 posted Dec 15, 2609 at 5:07am
Administrator Post by scooter on Dec 15, 2009 at 5:07am :

d

S8 e www.nni.com/article/2009l2]3/NEWSOI/912130330/T‘he-facggf-a-zictim
Maintenance
Chick December 13, 2009

The face of a victim
ﬁ 16 faces of homicide in Escambia County in 2009

Compiled by Thyrie Bland and Kris Wemowsky
Posts: 5509 tbland@pnj.com and kwemnowsky@pnj.com

In dozens of interviews with family members of homicide victims, words like "senseless"” and "tragic" almost
always surface.

Behind every senseless and tragic story are families left without sons and daughters; children left without
mothers and fathers; and lifelong friendships severed in moments of unspeakable violence,

q
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There were 16 faces of homicide in Escambia County in 2009; names and faces taken from the world in the
most unnatural of ways. Here are their stories.

*SNIP*
Byrd and Melanie Billings 66 and 43, respectively, of Beulah

Byrd Billings was in the used car and finance business for years. But he and his wife, Melaﬁie, were
lb;est known for adopting 13 special peeds children whom they were raising in their sprawling Beulah
ome.

- Case synopsis: The double homicide July 9 became the most sensational murder case in Pensacola's
recent history. The couple was shot to death inside their home when five men entered in pursuit ofa.
safe that was said to hold millions qf dollars; two other assailants remained outside. The suspected

ringleader, Leonard Gonzalez Jr., is accused of firing the fatal shots. The assailants removed a safe
with little of value in i, leaving another safe with $165,000 cash behind.

— Case status: Leonard Gonzalez Jr., Leonard Gonzalez Sr., Wayne Coldiron, Donnie Stallworth,
Frederick Lee Thornton, Rakeem Florence and Gary Sumner, all held in Escambia County Jail, are
charged with first-degree murder. The state is seeking the death penalty against Gonzalez Jr.,
Coldiron, Stallworth and Thoraton, who went into the house. Life terms are being sought for Gonzalez
Sr. and Sumner, who remained outside, and for Florence, who went inside but is a juvenile. A trial is
expected in mid to late 2010. An eighth person, Pamela Long Wiggins, is charged with accessory to
first-degree murder and also is jailed.

Last Edit; Dec 23, 2009 at 9:22am by scooter . )
Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #46 posted Dec 23, 2009 at 9:20am
Post by scooter on Dec 23,2009 at 9:20am
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Billings family moving on '
Children mark first Christmas without parents

Travis Griggs * tgriggs@pnj.com * December 23, 2009

scooter
Administrator .
R *Snip*
Maintenance . : . -
Chick A framed copy of a newspaper story dated Christmas Day, 2005, hangs on the wall near the kitchen inside
the Billings' Beulah house.
The front page photo depicts grinning family sprawled across the house's playroom floor. In the middle,
surrounded by a swarm of smiling kids, Byrd and Melanie Billings beam with pride.
1t is a snapshot of a life many people didn't understand. A life with a dozen adopted children, many with
Posts: 5509  special needs. A life of chalienges, to be sure, but also happiness.
A life that on July 9, tragically was cut short.
»Christmas was my mom's favorite holiday," said Ashley Markham, 27, as she sat at the kitchen table in her
parents’ Beulah home Monday.
Last Edit: Dec 23, 2009 at 9:23am by scooter
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Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #47 posted Dec 24, 2009 at 7:42pm

_com/dpp/news/iocal news/communi _rallies-for-billings-children

www.fox10tv

Community rallies for Billings children

Updated: Wednesday, 23 Dec 2009, 4:44 PM CST
Published : Wednesday, 23 Dec 2009, 4:44 PM CST
Christina Leavenworth

*Snip*

PENSACOLA, Fla. - It's the first Christmas the Billings children will spend without their parents, and the
community it rallying to make the holiday easier for the family.
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Byrd and Melanije Billings were found shot to death in their Beulah, F lorida home in July 2009. Their nine
adopted special needs children were all in the home at the time of the bruta] killings.

Five months ago, the Billings' daughter, 27-year-c:ild Ashley Markham, became the parents of those nine
es

children. As the family attorney, Robert Beasley, cribed, the family is stilf trying to come to terms of the
Billings' deaths,

"These children are coming to deal their grief in different stages." he said.

Beasley said the holiday season has been the hardest. Markham js trying to keep everything like how it used
to be.

"The absence of Bud and Melanie at Christmas is being feit more, because Christmas was such a special time
or them. They invited other peopie into their home. Because these children were such a great celebration,

the void and absence is more,” he added,

Markham and the children are in Mississippi, but they'll be back home on Christmas. Thanks to the help of
the community, Santa won't be skipping over their house.

"So right now, what Ashley is paying attention to is the gifts. That's where community has helped, blessed
where people have said take this money by buying the kids the toys," Beasley said

scooter Billings Case News Articles Oct-Dec 2009) Reply #43 posted Dec 25, 2009 at 4:1] pm
Administrator Post by scoofer on Dec 25, 2009 a¢ 4:11pm
e b]og.gl.com/live/2009/]2/family of slain_florida panhan.htm!
Maintenance
Chick ~ Family of skain Florida Panhandle couple moves on
By The Associated Press

g December 25, 2009, 12:00PM

' *SNIp*
Posts: 5509

(AP Photo/The Pensacola News Journal, Karena Cawthon)In this 2005 fije picture shows Byrd and Melanje
Billings with their children, 10 adopted and two biological, at their home in Beulah, Fla,

PENSACOLA, Fla, .. A framed copy of a newspaper story dated Christmas Day, 2005, hangs on the wall
near the kitchen inside the Billings' Beulah house.

The front page photo depicts a grinning family sprawled across the house's playroom floor. In the middle,
surrounded by a swarm of smiling kids, Byrd and Melanie Billings beam with pride.

It is a snapshot of a life many people didn't understand, A life with a dozen adopted children, many with
special needs. A life of challenges, to be sure, but also happiness.

A life that on July 9, tragically was cut short.

"Christmas was my mom's favorite holiday," said Ashley Markham, 27, as she sat at the kitchen table in her[s
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parents' Beulah home Monday.

Her mom loved to shop, she said, and relished in the annual opportunity to shower the kids with gifts.

It's a role that, this year, Markham is doing her best to fill.

In the living room, 2 dozen stockings hang from the mantel over the fireplace. A Christmas tree draped with
flashy decorations towers overhead, The house is light and cheery, and, for the moment, surprisingly quiet.

The dull drone of cartoons on the living room TV is the only noise. Sunlight pours in through broad picture
windows, illuminating walls covered with wedding portraits and framed photos of happy family memories....

scooter Billings Case News Articles (Oct-Dec 2009) Reply 449 posted Dec 29, 2009 at 11:17am
Administrator Post by scooter on Dec 29, 2009 at 11:17am
g iy ricksblog.biz/7p=8322
Maintenance
Chick Tuesday December 20th 2009
' Billings case recap: Early Thursday Evening, July 9
g *SNIP*

Posts: 5509 I’ve been reviewing the various reports on the home invasion and murder of Byrd and Melanie Billings and
osts: have put together a narrative of the first eights days of the case, including the évents of that tragic night and
the subsequent arrests. The narrative is divided into days and in few instances subdivided further based on the

events of the day. 1 will post the segments over the next few days. If you have anything that you want to add,
please email me ~ rick@inweekly.net.

Part 1: “MOM AND DAD ARE DEAD”

On early evening of Thursday, July 9, 2009, an old red van pulls onto the front yard of the large home owned

by Byrd “Bud” and Melanie Billings. April Spencer, who helps Melanie take care of the nine disabled kids

gn::gl;‘ved in the home, had left the residence about 90 minutes earlier after helping Melanie bathe two of her
aughters.

Bud Billings is watching TV and Melanie is getting dinner ready in the kitchen as Spencer walked out the
door to her trailer on the Billings’ property.

Around 7:15 p.m. Adrianna Billings, age 11, pounds on Spencer’s door, yelling, “Come, Mom and Dad are
dead.” Leaving the young girl at her home with her daughter, Spencer runs t0 Billings’ residence o find the
laundry room door, which is on the southeast side of the house, kicked in.

Jacob “Jake” Billings, a 10-year-old with Down’s syndrome, is standing in the living room pointing to his
parents’ bedroom. Jake can’t speak and communicates only through sign language.

Spencer walks into the master bedroom and finds Bud lying in front of the dresser, face down in pool of
blood. He is dressed in blue jean shorts with no shirt. Melanie is lying, face up, in a hallway that leads out of
the master bedroom towards a nearby study. Both have been shot multiple times. Spencer grabs Jake, runs to
her trailer and called 911.

There is panic in her voice when Spencer calls. The Escambia County Sheriff’s 911 dispatcher does her best
to clam the woman down: .
Spencer (shouting): “The mom and dad, I live next door and the daughter came over and said the mother and
father been shot and they’re dead........ i

Dispatcher: «“She, She said they been shot?”

Spencer: “Yeah.”

Dispatcher: “Hold on.”

Spencer: “I gotta go get the kids, there’s kids in the house.”

Dispatcher: Where’s she at?

Spencer: “They're in the bedroom, ma’am, they’re dead.....Please come.”

Dispatcher: “Ma’am, I’m trying to get someone there, you said the mother and father both had been shot?” ﬁ
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Spencer: “YES!»

Dispatcher: “Okay, I’'m going to get someone there, I’m trying to get some information..... What is your
name?”

Spencer: “This is...... »

Dispatcher: “I’m sorry?—(To a patrol car) They’re supposed to be signal seven, both of them she is saying.
~Ma’am what’s your last name? Ma’am, Ma’am, I’]] get somebody on the way, okay, they’re already on the
way I’m just trying to get some information. What's your first name?”

Spencer: “I gotta go find the kids, the kids are ... .. ”

Spencer: “Ages from four years......”

Dispatcher: “How many kids are supposed to be in the house?”

Spencer: “Please help! Ma’am, 1 gotta go be with these children, but I don’t know...”
Dispatcher: “Ma’am, I don’t want you to be in any danger, okay?”

Spencer: “Ma’am, Ma’am I'm sorry, I'm sorry, Please come.”

Dispatcher: “Ma’am, Ma’am, I need you to take a deep breathe for me, okay. You there? Hello?” (To her
fellow dispatcher) “She hung up on me. She said she’s gonna go in and find the kids.”

Spencer: “Ma’am?”

Dispatcher: “Ma’_am, You there?”

Spencer; “Yes.”

Dispatcher: “I thought you hung up. I didn’t know... . Okay, I’ve got several officers on the way to you.”
Spencer: “Hurry.”

Dispatcher: “I need to know how many Kids are supposed to be in the house?”

Spencer: “It’s nine children,”

Dispatcher: “It’s how many children? Ma’am your rhone’s cutting out, Ma’am?”

While Spencer is calling 911, the Billings’ oldest daughter, Ashley Billings Markham, is doing the same. She
had called the Billings home shortly after the intruders had left. Adrianna got on the phone, but Ashley
couldn’t understand with the young girl was trying to teli so she tells Adrianna to run and get Spencer,
Markham calls 911 and her brother, Justin Bil ings, who she asked to get to house and find out what is
wrong,

Markham fights back tears as she makes her 911 call:

Dispatcher: “Sherriff's 91 1, this is Jeff,”

Markham: “Hj, I need someone to ROt out to my parents house, I is on the phone with my sister and trying to
get in touch with them and she said they are on the bathroom floor and there’s nobody there, um, she said
they are dead and I don’t know what she is talking about.”

Dispatcher: “What’s the address? And what’s your name ma’am? And your phone number? And what’s her
name?”

Markham: “Melanie and Bud Billings.”

Dispatcher: “And you said Billings?”

Markham: “Billings, B-i-l-l-i-n-g-s.”
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Dispatcher: “Okay, and you said they’re down in the bathroom?”

Markham: “Yes, that's what she said, I kept telling her to take her the phone, and she said I can’t, she’s on
the floor and she’s dead. I didn’t know what she’s talking about and we have a neighbor and 1 tels her to
over and get the neighbor....”

Dispatcher: “Can you hold on a second ma’am?”

Markham: “Okay.”

Dispatcher- to a patrol car: “Three eighty. I’m on the phone with the other part. Ten-four. It’s gonna bea
possible thirty two (dispatch code for shooting) victim. We have two callers on the phone. ... The caller
advised that her sister advised her that there are two subjects down on the bathroom floor, possibly Melanie

and Bud, not twenty six (dispatch code for suspicious person) on what’s going on but are on the phone with
another complainant.”

Markham: “Did somebody else call?”

Dispatcher—to a patrol car: Can you be enroute to back? Ten-four, car seventy twenty six? Ten- four.” (To
Markham) “Okay. Ma’am.”

Markham: “Uh, huh.”
Dispatcher: “OK.”
Markham: “Did somebody else call?”

Dispatcher: “Yes Ma’am, are on the phone with somebody else, hold on one second.” .....o..cecor

More at link above @
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Billings recap: Later Thursday, July 9
*SNIP*
FAMILY FEUDS

Investigator Terry Hardy arrives on the crime scene at 9:05 p.m. Sgt. Rusty Hoard has been named the lead
on the case. Hardy, Tyree and Guy are to assist him.

After being updated by Hoard, Hardy is asked to interview April Spencer, who lives in a trailer on the
Billings property. She tells him about Adrianna Billings knocking on her trailer door and what Spencer saw
when she entered the Billings residence.

Spencer doesn’t know anyone who might want to hurt the Bud and Melanie Billings. When asked if Bud
Billings kept large amounts of money in the house or if there was a safer, she tells the investigator about the
safe upstairs in the camera room.

Spencer helped Melanie take care of the children and is familiar with the camera system and how it includes
cameras in the kids’ bedrooms and other rooms of the house as well as the outside of the house on the front
and rear of the residence. She says that the oldest son, Justin Billings, who also lives on the property, knows
how to operate the system. -

When Hardy asks about the other adult Billings children, Spencer says that Kristyn Billings had moved out
of the house about three weeks ago under “bad terms.” Kristyn was actually Bud’s granddaughter, the
daughter of his natural daughter, Melissa, and that Bud and Melanie had adopted Kristyn earlier in the year.
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Billings recap: Friday, July 10

*SNIP*
IT HASN’T SUNKEN IN
Friday, July 10
scooter The Pensacola News Joumal reports on its front page that “a Beulah couple who adopted 12 children and

Administrator owned several Jocal businesses were found shot to death in an apparent home invasion Thursday evening.”

Maintenance In December 2005, the daily newspaper had featured the Billinis family. At the time, they were the proud

Chick parents of 16 children. Twelve were adopted — among them, children of drug users, children who were
sexually abused and children with developmental disabilities. Six of the 12 had Down syndrome. Two had
died.

ﬁ There was some confusion of the actual number of the children that the Bud and Melanie had adopted over

Posts: 550
Eight children, ages § to 14, were in the house when the shootings took place. The ful} magnitude of the
story doesn’t sink in.

National media shows some interest. CNN reports it on its website with the title, “Couple who adopted 12
children slain.” CBS News reports “Parents of Sixteen Slain.” ........ .

More at link above @

Last Edit: Dec 30, 2009 at 5:2] pm by scooter '
scooter Billings Case News Articles (Oct-De 2009) Reply #52 posted Dec 3 1,2009 at 3:55pm
Administrator Post by scooter on Dec 31,2009 at 3:55pm

W ticksblog biz/?p=8322

Maintenance
Chick Billings Case Recap by Rick Ouzen
I’ve been reviewing the various reports on the home invasion and murder of Byrd and Melanje Billings and
have put together a narrative of the first eights days of the case, including the events of that tragic night and
e subsequent arrests. The narrative js divided into days and in few instances subdivided further based on the
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Billings case recap: Early Thursday Evening, July 9 - "Mom and Dad Are Dead"
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Billings recap: Later Thursday, July 9 - Family Feuds
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Billings case: Friday, July 10 - part 2 - Family Ties
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Billings case: Saturday, July 11 - Hunt For Red Van &g
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11 part 2 - The Dam Breaks

11 part 3 - Cab and The Mexican Mafia
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July 13 part 2 - Okaloosa Gang Of Four

«We Have Found Them”
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